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Halt in exercises contingent on results 

Pompeo clarifies stance as Trump says North Korean nuclear threat has ended 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SINGAPORE — President Donald 
Trump will resume military exercises 
with South Korea if the North stops nego¬ 
tiating in good faith over its nuclear weap¬ 
ons program, the top U.S. diplomat said 
Wednesday. 

The tempered expectations were mark¬ 


edly different from the optimistic tone set 
by Trump in a series of tweets earlier in 
the day. 

“There’s no longer a Nuclear Threat 
from North Korea,” the president wrote, a 
day after his landmark summit with Kim 
Jong Un in Singapore. 

Trump is gambling that his administra¬ 
tion has set the stage for future negotia¬ 
tions to persuade the young leader to agree 


to the complete, verifiable and irrevers¬ 
ible dismantling of the North’s nuclear 
program. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo laid out 
an ambitious timeline for the North’s de¬ 
nuclearization, saying the administration 
wants the communist state to take m^or 
steps toward nuclear disarmament in the 
next2y2 years. 

“We’re hopeful we can get it done. 


There’s a lot of work left to do,” he told re¬ 
porters after landing in Seoul. 

He met with Gen. Vincent Brooks, the 
top commander of U.S. Forces Korea, and 
was due to brief South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in on Thursday. 

Pompeo said Kim understands that 
“there will be in-depth verification” includ¬ 
ed in any nuclear deal with Washington. 
SEE SUMMIT ON PAGE 6 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Taliban keep fighting despite Afghan cease-fire 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Taliban 
remained on the offensive Wednesday, 
mounting attacks in northern Afghanistan 
a day after the Kabul government’s pause 
in combat operations against the group 
began. 

At least eight Afghan soldiers were killed 
and 16 injured in overnight clashes with the 
Taliban in Badakhshan province’s Jarm 
district Wednesday, said Gen. Moham¬ 
mad Radmanish, acting Defense Ministry 
spokesman. He would not say whether any 
posts were overrun. Media reports said as 
many as 20 soldiers had been killed. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani an¬ 
nounced last week that the eight-day truce 
would begin Tuesday and stretch through 
the Eid holiday that marks the end of the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 

The gesture aimed at bringing the Tal¬ 
iban into peace talks halted Afghan, U.S. 
and coalition offensives against the Taliban 
but not against other militants. 

However, the Taliban said it would main¬ 
tain a holiday cease-fire with Afghan troops 
for only three days of Eid and that foreign 
troops remain targets. 


Over the weekend, attacks killed scores 
of Afghan troops, and Tuesday saw no ebb 
in Taliban violence. The Taliban overran 
a remote district in northwestern Faryab 
province, set off an explosives-laden Hum- 
vee in eastern Ghazni province and fought 
an hourslong gunbattle after assaulting a 
district in northern Sar-e Pol province. 

Ghani was busy Tuesday meeting with 
Pakistan’s army chief, who also met with 
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah and 
coalition commander U.S. Army Gen. John 
Nicholson. 

Pakistan has long been accused of back¬ 
ing the insurgency. The Trump admin¬ 
istration strategy for ending the Afghan 
conflict includes applying greater pressure 
on Islamabad. 

Ghani discussed efforts to extend the 
cease-fire and set the conditions for recon¬ 
ciliation with the Taliban, Pakistan’s army 
said in a statement. 

The Taliban are believed to control the 
most territory they have since their 2001 
ouster. In recent weeks, they have block¬ 
aded key highways and Afghan forces have 
struggled to wrest back control. 

Afghans posted photos to Twitter on 
Monday showing armed men purportedly 
running checkpoints on the main road con¬ 


necting Logar and Ghazni provinces in 
broad daylight. The group also controls the 
road linking Ghazni and Paktia provinces, 
where it extracts taxes from motorists. 

In one of a series of defiant messages 
released Tuesday, the Taliban complained 
that the bombing of their Voice of Sharia 
radio station in Ghazni province was an at¬ 
tack on their freedom of expression. 

The insurgents, who have claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for attacks that killed Afghan 
and foreign journalists, blamed the strike 
on a sortie of five U.S. aircraft. 

A U.S. official said an Afghan sortie took 
out a broadcast tower, not a radio station. 

“The claim by the Taliban speaks vol¬ 
umes with regards to the capabilities of 
the Afghan air force,” said Army Lt. Col. 
Martin O’Donnell, NATO Resolute Support 
spokesman. “It was two Afghan air force 
A-29s, not five U.S. aircraft, that conducted 
the strike.” 

This week, U.S. forces are expected to 
focus on battling the local Islamic State 
affiliate, which is active mainly along the 
eastern border with Pakistan. Afghan and 
coalition forces are not prohibited from 
defensive action under the cease-fire, and 
officials told local media that security had 
been beefed up in the Afghan capital. 


Some analysts have questioned whether 
Taliban leadership, believed to be safe¬ 
guarded mostly in Pakistan, have enough 
control over their commanders to enforce 
their own truce. 

That remains to be seen until Eid is an¬ 
nounced, likely Thursday night, but an 
audio recording provided to Stars and 
Stripes purports to include the voice of the 
Taliban’s shadow governor in Helmand or¬ 
dering his fighters not to attack during the 
holiday. 

In another sign of holiday charity, the 
Taliban said it released 15 prisoners in 
Helmand province Monday — 14 security 
forces members and one tribal leader. It is 
common during the end of Ramadan for au¬ 
thorities on both sides to pardon prisoners. 

The truce has not softened the group’s 
position on peace talks with Kabul. 

In an Eid message Tuesday, Taliban su¬ 
preme leader Hibatullah Akhundzada re¬ 
newed his call for direct negotiations with 
the United States. Washington has rejected 
direct talks and has said the peace process 
should be led by the Afghan government. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


US, Turkey discuss dispute over Syrian town of Manbij 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— U.S. and Turkish military offi¬ 
cials worked on a deal to resolve a 
dispute over the contested Syrian 
town of Manbij during three days 
of talks at U.S. European Com¬ 
mand headquarters that ended 
Wednesday. 

U.S. forces have been operat¬ 
ing in Manbij, working alongside 
Kurdish partners who have been 


key to the campaign against Islam¬ 
ic State in the region. The partner¬ 
ship has infuriated Turkey, which 
regards the U.S.-aligned Kurd¬ 
ish People’s Protection Units as 
terrorists. 

The dispute — one of many 
with Ankara — has strained U.S. 
relations with NATO ally Turkey, 
which has sought out closer rela¬ 
tions with Russia as its standing in 
the West has flagged. 

“The U.S. is committed to a sus¬ 
tainable long-term arrangement in 


Manbij that ensures stability and 
security, while also addressing the 
concerns of our NATO ally Tur¬ 
key,” Pentagon spokesman Eric 
Pahon said Tuesday in an email. 
“The U.S. is working with Turkey 
to promote local governance ac¬ 
ceptable to all parties, including 
the people of Manbij.” 

Pahon said both sides are work¬ 
ing on a road map that “represents 
a starting point for cooperation 
with Turkey and our local part¬ 
ners to ensure stability and to 


promote local governance that 
is representative of the people of 
Manbij.” 

Last week, U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavuso- 
glu endorsed the road map. 

A joint statement on the agree¬ 
ment did not include details or 
timelines and said unspecified 
steps would be taken to ensure 
“security and stability.” 

Turkish officials have said the 
road map calls for the eventual 


withdrawal of Kurdish forces in 
the area. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mat- 
tis said on Monday the countries 
would use the meetings in Stutt¬ 
gart to discuss their military force 
positioning in the area and collab¬ 
orative patrols. 

The Pentagon said it would not 
go into further detail about the 
talks. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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EUROPE _ 

Elite forces in Germany bound for Baumholder 



Michael AsRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


Special operations forces take part in an exercise hosted by the U.S. 
Special Operations Command Europe at Baumholder, Germany, in 
2014. Green Berets and SEALs are slated to move to Baumholder. 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany- 
Green Berets and SEALs operat¬ 
ing out of a congested Army post 
here are slated to move to a new 
home in Baumholder, Germany, a 
small garrison town now poised to 
become the main hub for some of 
the military’s most elite troops. 

U.S. Special Operations Com¬ 
mand Gen. Tony Thomas con¬ 
firmed the plan, saying it would 
boost readiness for the com¬ 
mand’s Europe-based units. 

Approval has been granted 
“to move tactical United States 
special operations forces from 
the increasingly crowded and en¬ 
croached Stuttgart installation of 
Panzer Kaserne to the more open 
training grounds of Baumholder,” 
Thomas said during a change-of- 
command ceremony in Stuttgart 
on Tuesday. 

A timeline for the move was not 
provided, but it will likely take a 
few years following discussions 
with German officials and facil¬ 
ity renovations. 

The eventual arrival of several 
hundred Stuttgart-based special 
operators means that Baumhold¬ 
er will play host to a mix of elite 
troops. U.S. Africa Command 
has already quietly established 


a presence in the town, where a 
crisis-response force has been 
set up in recent years as well as a 
mission command element from 
the Africa-focused 3rd Special 


Forces Group. 

Special Operations Command 
Europe will be placing operators 
from the 1st Battalion, 10th Spe¬ 
cial Forces Group (Airborne) and 


Naval Special Warfare Unit 2. 

The moves also will put the 
troops closer to flight lines at 
nearby Ramstein Air Base, 
which will hasten transport. The 
Europe-based operators are also 
called on to support contingencies 
in other theaters, including Africa 
and the Central Command area, 
Thomas said, which includes Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

For years, there has been talk 
of uprooting the special opera¬ 
tions community in Stuttgart, a 
cosmopolitan area with limited 
access to nearby training grounds 
and a small but noisy shooting 
range that has bothered some in 
the local community. 

In 2011, the former head of U.S. 
Army Europe advocated mov¬ 
ing special operators to Baum¬ 
holder, where local government 
leaders have long wanted more 
U.S. troops as an economic boost. 
But operators at Stuttgart were 
heavily focused on the war in 
Afghanistan, and there was re¬ 
sistance to a Baumholder move 
within SOCEUR leadership, mili¬ 
tary officials said at the time. 

In recent years, the SOCEUR 
mission has shifted focus, with 
units concentrating more on mis¬ 
sions in Europe and training al¬ 
lies to counter a more aggressive 
Russia. 


With increased instability in 
Europe and uncertainty about 
Russian intentions after its 2014 
intervention in Ukraine, U.S. Eu¬ 
ropean Command has required 
forces to operate at a heightened 
state of readiness. 

Thomas said the move to Baum¬ 
holder will add to the operators’ 
effectiveness. 

“These moves will improve the 
readiness of some of our forma¬ 
tions and the quality of life for 
our servicemembers and their 
families,” he said. 

In 2007, Thomas was a colonel 
based at Baumholder’s Smith 
Barracks, where he was an as¬ 
sistant commander of the 1st Ar¬ 
mored Division. 

At the time, the Army was 
rapidly downsizing in Germany 
and Baumholder was among the 
garrisons being considering for 
elimination. 

Thomas was among the lead¬ 
ers who advocated for keep¬ 
ing the post. But while tactical 
units are bound for Baumholder, 
SOCEUR’s headquarters is stay¬ 
ing put in Stuttgart, where there 
are plans to construct a new com¬ 
mand operations center in the 
next couple of years. 

vandiver.johndistripes.com 
Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 
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MILITARY _ 

Leaders call for more training, newer aircraft 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Rear Adm. Mark Leavitt, left, commander of the Naval Safety Center, 
talks with Maj. Gen. John T. Rauch Jr., Air Force Chief of Safety and 
commander of the Air Force Safety Center, before a House Armed 
Services subcommittee hearing on DOD aircraft safety Wednesday 


Officials seek 
to curb recent 
aviation mishaps 

By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — More train¬ 
ing time for pilots and newer 
aircraft are needed to stem the re¬ 
cent deadly flow of aviation crash¬ 
es, a panel of military officials 
told a congressional committee on 
Wednesday. 

Gen. John Rauch Jr., Air 
Force chief of staff and command¬ 
er of the Air Force Safety Center, 
told lawmakers that pilots are un¬ 
dertaking inherent risks by flying 
older planes. 

The Air Force has seen a higher 
rate of deadly aircraft crashes, 
with a 53 percent spike in some of 
its more serious aviation mishaps 
so far this year, he said. 

“The environment that we live 
in with aging aircraft and the 
engineering that’s required to 
sustain those aircraft ... we are 
certainly setting up hazards there 
that have to be mitigated” without 
new planes, Rauch testified before 
the House Armed Services Com- 


on Capitol Hill. 

mittee subpanel on tactical and 
land forces. 

The congressional hearing 
comes in the wake of a troubling 
year for the military dominated 
by a rash of aviation crashes and 
readiness concerns. More U.S. 
military servicemembers have 
died in aircraft crashes than while 
serving in war-torn Afghanistan, 
said Rep. Mike Turner, R-Ohio, 
chairman of the tactical and land 
forces subcommittee. 


This past weekend, an F-15 
fighter jet assigned to Kadena Air 
Base in Okinawa crashed while 
performing routine training ma¬ 
neuvers in the sixth Air Force- 
related aircraft crash in the last 
year. The pilot survived. 

“We are experiencing a crisis in 
military readiness brought on by 
years of continuous combat opera¬ 
tions and continued deferred mod¬ 
ernization, lack of training hours 
and aging equipment,” Turner 


said Wednesday in his opening 
remarks at the hearing. “The 
alarming number of aviation acci¬ 
dents just in the past three months 
reveals how deep the damage goes 
and the magnitude of the task of 
repairing and rebuilding our 
capabilities.” 

Last month, the House Armed 
Services Committee approved 
a plan to create an independent 
National Commission on Military 
Aviation Safety to review and 
assess the causes fueling such 
mishaps from 2013 and 2018 and 
make related safety, training, 
maintenance, personnel and other 
policy recommendations. 

Military leaders told lawmakers 
on Wednesday that a vast major¬ 
ity of the more serious crashes, 
known as Class A incidents, are 
related to human factors, while a 
minority, less than 20 percent, are 
related to issues connected to air¬ 
craft equipment. They all agreed 
that as a result, training is critical 
to address the problem. 

“Our Army aviators are landing 
in dirt and dust in various chal¬ 
lenging environments. They are 
up against an enemy force,” Brig. 
Gen. David Francis, command¬ 
ing general for the Army Combat 
Readiness Center and director 
of Army safety. “It goes back to 
training...[that] is our primary 


focus.” 

The Army said it has seen an 
increase in its rate of Class A mis¬ 
haps, crashes that involve loss of 
life or more costly repairs. But 
that rate remains lower than levels 
seen during the 2007 troop surge 
in the war in Iraq, Francis said. 
For example, the rate was 2.39 
crashes per 100,000 flying hours 
during the 2007 surge. It dropped 
to a low of .87 crashes by 2016. 

However, in fiscal year 2017, 
which ended Sept. 30, the rate 
ticked up to .99 and is at .93 for fis¬ 
cal year 2018. That said, the mis¬ 
hap rate from fiscal years 2016 to 
2018 mark the lowest for a three- 
year period in 35 years, Francis 
said. The Army’s aviation mishap 
rate spikes in conjunction with 
major combat operations, such as 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
he said. 

Rear Adm. Mark Leavitt, com¬ 
mander of the Naval Safety Cen¬ 
ter, also said the Navy mishap rate 
fluctuates depending on the tempo 
of operations. 

“I think the mission in and of it¬ 
self is much more inherently risky 
as we go forward and being able 
to consistently train along those 
lines would be helpful,” he said. 

grisales.claudiadistripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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PACIFIC _ 

New MEU leader: Marines 
'ready to fight tonight' 



Matthew M. BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 


Marine Col. Robert Brodie, left, salutes outgoing Col. Tye Wallace as 
he takes command of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit at Camp 
Hansen, Okinawa, on Wednesday. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Incoming 31st Marine Expe¬ 
ditionary Unit commander Col. 
Robert Brodie said his Marines 
remain “ready to fight tonight,” 
regardless of what’s going on 
in the world of international 
diplomacy. 

Brodie took command of the 
nation’s only permanently for¬ 
ward-deployed MEU from Col. 
Tye Wallace during a ceremony 
Wednesday at Camp Hansen’s 
parade grounds. 

Lt. Gen. Lawrence Nicholson, 
III Marine Expeditionary Force 
commander, said having an F-18 
pilot take control of the Pacific’s 
seaborne quick-reaction force 
was a “historical moment.” 

Brodie, who comes to Okinawa 
from a joint assignment with the 
1st Air Force, 601st Air Opera¬ 
tions Center as its combat plans 
division chief, vowed to continue 
Wallace’s work. 

That legacy includes an unprec¬ 
edented level of integration with 


US. naval forces in the region, 
the first operational deployment 
of the F-35B stealth fighter and 
development and implementation 
of the “up-gunned expedition¬ 
ary strike group,” which attaches 
cruisers, destroyers or frigates to 
the traditional three-ship strike- 
group template. 

Wallace also shepherded the 
31st MEU through trying times 
after an MV-22 Osprey crashed 
into the sea off the Australian 
coast on Aug. 5, killing three 
Marines. 

“I have exceptionally big foot¬ 
steps to follow in,” Brodie told the 
crowd. He then vowed on behalf 
of the 31st MEU to provide re¬ 
gional stability, prosperity and 
peace in the Asia-Pacific. 

“I know you’re up for the task,” 
he told the Marines on the parade 
deck before him. “It’s truly an 
honor to stand in front of you as 
your commander.” 

Nicholson then took to the mi¬ 
crophone and said it was a “very 
unusual day” at Camp Hansen. 

“I’m not sure what’s going on 
here; you know, our president just 


concluded a meeting with North 
Korea,” he said. “Six months ago, 
they were slinging missiles over 
Hokkaido ... I don’t know what’s 
going on in the world here, but 
things are changing. But one 
thing that doesn’t change is the 
readiness of this MEU.” 

Nicholson lauded Wallace for 
his many accomplishments dur¬ 
ing what essentially became a 
transitional period for the MEU 
and the Marine Corps in gen¬ 
eral as the service took dramatic 
steps toward modernization and 
increasing its lethality. 

Wallace served on four deploy¬ 
ments with the 31st MEU since 
taking command in May 2016. 

“Tye, I couldn’t be prouder 
of what you’ve done,” Nicholson 
said. “You’ve made incredible 
contributions to the readiness of 
our team here.” 

Wallace praised the approxi¬ 
mately 10,000 Marines who had 
spent 10 out of 24 months at sea 
with him over the past two years 
and traveled to Vietnam, Korea, 
Australia and the Philippines and 
traversed the South China Sea or 


supported those operations. 

“They’ve been everywhere; 
they’ve done everything I’ve 
asked them to do and they’ve 
done it magnificently,” he said. “I 
couldn’t be more proud of them. 
They’re fantastic young men and 
women, and they’re America’s 
best.” 

Brodie graduated from The 
Citadel in 1994 and was com¬ 
missioned as a second lieuten¬ 
ant. He later became an F/A-18 
Hornet pilot and participated in 


Operation Southern Watch, Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom 
and graduated from the Naval 
Fighter Weapons School, known 
as “TOPGUN.” 

Brodie served on the ground in 
Iraq as a forward air controller 
for special operations units and 
has battled Islamic State in Op¬ 
eration Inherent Resolve. 

He received his first command 
assignment in 2011. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Summit: GOP senator deems 
Trump’s reasoning for halting 
US-S. Korean drills ‘ridiculous’ 



Dita Alangkara/AP 


People read newspapers reporting on President Donald Trump’s summit with North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday. The Korean Central News Agency claimed Trump 
had agreed to lift economic sanctions against North Korea, but Trump said they are stili in effect. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Trump and Kim signed a joint 
statement committing to work 
toward the “complete denuclear¬ 
ization of the Korean Peninsula, 
hailing it as turning point after 
decades of hostilities between the 
two countries. 

While many welcomed the 
agreement as a key step in a pro¬ 
cess that has tamped down ten¬ 
sions, critics pounced on the fact 
that the document contained few 
specific measures. 

“While no one exchanged in¬ 
sults or angry tweets... there was 
very little to point to in terms of 
substantive or concrete progress 
coming out of the summit,” Paul 
Haenle, the director of the Carn- 
egie-Tsinghua Center for Global 
Policy, said in a commentary. 

Trump also drew concern from 
lawmakers and allies after he an¬ 
nounced he was suspending joint 
war games that are held regu¬ 
larly with the South Koreans as 
talks continue. He called them 
“provocative” and expensive. 

“We save a fortune by not doing 
war games, as long as we are ne¬ 
gotiating in good faith - which 
both sides are!” he tweeted on 
Wednesday. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., said Trump’s reasoning 
for halting the exercises was 
“ridiculous.” 

“It’s not a burden onto the 
American taxpayer to have a 
forward deployed force in South 
Korea,” Graham told CNN. 

“It brings stability. It’s a warn¬ 
ing to China that you can’t just 
take over the whole region. So I 
reject that analysis that it costs 
too much, but I do accept the 
proposition, let’s stand down (on 
military exercises) and see if we 
can find a better way here.” 

Pompeo tried to soothe con¬ 
cerns among allies, saying 
Wednesday he was there when 
Trump discussed the issue with 
Kim. The president “made it very 
clear” that the condition for the 
freeze was continued “produc¬ 
tive, good-faith negotiations,” ac¬ 
cording to the former CIA chief 

“At the point that it’s concluded 
they are not, the president’s com¬ 
mitment to not have those joint 
exercises take place will no lon¬ 
ger be in effect,” he said. 

Trump has placed heavy weight 
on his burgeoning personal rela¬ 
tionship with Kim, saying he can 
succeed where past administra¬ 
tions have failed amid decades of 
false starts in negotiations with 
the North. 

His tweets seemed to ignore 
the North’s estimated stock of 
some 60 nuclear weapons and the 
fact that it test-fired three inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles last 
year. 

“Just landed - a long trip, but 
everybody cannot feel much safer 
than the day I took office,” he 
wrote. “There is no longer a Nu¬ 
clear Threat from North Korea.” 


Claiming concessions 

But signs of disagreement were 
emerging as the two sides ap¬ 
peared to differ over fine points 
of Tuesday’s nearly five-hour 
meeting. 

The two men were all smiles 
and handshakes as they met at a 
hotel on Singapore’s Sentosa Is¬ 
land in the first-ever summit be¬ 
tween a North Korean leader and 
a sitting U.S. president. 

Photos of them standing side- 
by-side were splashed across the 
front pages of newspapers around 
the world, including North Korea. 
It was a stunning sight after they 
spent most of last year trading 
personal insults and threats of 
nuclear war. 

North Korea’s state-run news 
agency ran a rare, detailed report 
about Kim’s travels and cast the 
agreement as a series of conces¬ 
sions from Trump. 

The Korean Central News 
Agency said the decision to halt 
joint military exercises was a 
move to end “hostile and mili¬ 
tary” actions against each other 
to achieve peace and stability 
on the peninsula “and realize its 
denuclearization.” 

It also claimed the president 
had agreed to lift economic sanc¬ 
tions and “abide by the principle 
of step-by-step and simultaneous 
action” in the peace process. 

Trump told reporters after the 
summit Tuesday that punish¬ 
ing sanctions against the North 
would remain in effect until de¬ 
nuclearization is achieved. 

Pompeo played down the North 
Korean report, saying “one should 
heavily discount some things that 
are written in other places.” 

The annual joint military exer¬ 
cises have long been a flashpoint 
for tensions with the North, which 
considers them a rehearsal for an 
invasion. 

U.S. military commanders in¬ 
sist the drills are defensive in na¬ 
ture and necessary for readiness. 

Kim told the president “it is ur¬ 
gent” to make a “bold decision on 
halting irritating and hostile mili¬ 
tary actions against each other,” 
according to KCNA. 

Trump understood that and 
“expressed his intention to halt 
joint U.S.-South Korean military 
exercises,” it said. 

Nervous allies 

South Korea signaled that it 
will support Trump’s surprise 
decision to suspend joint military 
exercises, which the allies have 
long insisted are crucial to their 
defensive posture. 

But Seoul also said it was 
still trying to understand “the 
exact meaning and intention” of 
Trump’s remarks. 

The first m^or test will come 
in August, when the next m^or 
exercises known as Ulchi Free¬ 
dom Guardian are scheduled to 
be held. 

Catherine Killough, a North 
Korean analyst at the Plough¬ 
shares Fund, a Washington, D.C.- 


It’s worth exploring 
our options to adjust 
military exercises in 
order to meet not 
only security, but also 
diplomatic goals. ^ 

Catherine Killough 

North Korean analyst, 
Ploughshares Fund 


based global security foundation, 
dismissed anxieties about the 
decision. 

She noted that military exercis¬ 
es also were canceled in the early 
1990s during previous talks with 
the North. 


“U.S.-(South Korean) military 
exercises have historically been 
used as both a carrot and stick,” 
she said in an email. “It’s worth 
exploring our options to adjust 
military exercises in order to 
meet not only security, but also 
diplomatic goals.” 

Pompeo also was to hold a tri¬ 
lateral ministerial meeting to 
brief South Korean and Japanese 
officials in Seoul before flying to 
China. 

Japan, which has 50,000 U.S. 
servicemembers stationed on its 
territory, expressed concern. 

“The U.S.-South Korean ex¬ 
ercises and U.S. forces in South 
Korea play significant roles for 
the security of East Asia,” Japa¬ 
nese Defense Minister Itsunori 
Onodera was quoted as saying by 
the Kyodo news agency. 


Lucas Tomlinson, a Pentagon 
reporter for Fox News, tweeted 
Tuesday that U.S. officials told 
him that joint military training 
with the United States will con¬ 
tinue in Japan and that nuclear- 
capable B-52 training flights will 
still fly out of Andersen Air Force 
Base on Guam. 

Japan hosts about twice the 
number of U.S. troops as South 
Korea, and about 60 U.S. ships are 
forward deployed in the nation. 

South Korean troops also train 
side-by-side with Americans in 
the region’s two largest exercises, 
the annual Cobra Gold in Thai¬ 
land and biennial Rim of the Pa¬ 
cific naval drills that are to begin 
later this summer in Hawaii. 


Stars and Stripes reporter Wyatt Olson 
contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Helped by summit, China wary of US-N. Korea ties 


By Gillian Wong 

AND Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — The outcome of the 
Singapore summit between Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un was good 
news for one absent but key player: 
China. 

China won big at the summit 
after Trump made surprising 
pledges to suspend war games 
with South Korea and eventually 
pull U.S. troops from there. Beijing 
dislikes the U.S. military presence 
in South Korea and Japan and has 
urged Washington to suspend the 
drills that Pyongyang claims are 
rehearsals for invasion, in return 
for the North’s halting of nuclear 
activities. 

Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man Geng Shuang told reporters 
Wednesday that Trump’s drills 
suspension announcement was 
“another proof that China’s pro¬ 
posal is legitimate, is reasonable 
(and) it addresses the concerns of 
the two sides.” 

China wants to see a reduction 


in foreign military forces in North¬ 
east Asia and for the gap between 
Washington and its allies and part¬ 
ners to widen, said Ryan Hass, 
who directed China policy for the 
U.S. National Security Council 
during the Obama administration. 
“Beijing is now on track to achieve 
these objectives at little cost.” 

But as soon as Kim steps off 
the plane China provided him for 
the Singapore trip, Beijing will be 
mindful of maintaining its influ¬ 
ence over a Pyongyang that may 
feel less isolated after Trump 
showered Kim with praises and 
made security concessions in re¬ 
turn for very little. 

“Any improvement I think in 
the bilaterd relationship for the 
U.S. and North Korea, China 
could potentially see as a loss for 
China,” said Paul Haenle, a for¬ 
mer China director at the White 
House National Security Council 
in the Obama and George W. Bush 
administrations. 

Analysts say they expected 
that Kim would meet with Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping fairly 
quickly after the summit and that 


White House had movie 
made for summit with Kim 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — There’s a 
single credit at the beginning of the 
movie President Donald Trump 
made for North Korean dictator 
Kim Jong Un: “A Destiny Pictures 
Production.” 

“Seven billion people inhabit 
planet Earth,” an unidentified male 
narrator intones. “Of those alive 
today, only a small number will 
leave a lasting impact. And only 
the very few will make decisions 
or take actions that renew their 
homeland and change the course of 
history.” 

The film was first screened in 
Korean for bewildered journalists 
waiting for the president’s news 
conference at the Capella Hotel in 
Singapore after his meetings with 
Kim. There was no explanation of 
what they were watching. Was it 
made by the North Koreans? South 
Korea? Singapore? A version nar¬ 
rated in American-accented Eng¬ 
lish followed. 

“We had it made up,” Trump told 
reporters afterward, answering 
that question. “I hope you liked it. I 
thought it was good, I thought it was 
interesting enough to show, one in 
English and one in Korean. And we 
had it made up — I showed it to him 
today, actually during the meeting 
towards the end of the meeting, and 


I think he loved it.” 

Trump said the movie was shown 
to Kim and his aides on an iPad and 
“a cassette.” 

The film, produced in the style 
of a movie trailer, describes two 
alternative futures for the U.S. and 
North Korea. “One of moving back,” 
the narrator says, over images of 
warfare and ruin, “or one of mov¬ 
ing forward,” followed by images of 
a North Korean missile launch in 
reverse, the famously dark country 
lighting up at night, and skyscrap¬ 
ers under construction. 

“A story about a special moment 
in time. When a man is presented 
with one chance that may never be 
repeated,” the narrator says, over 
video of a basketball player dunk¬ 
ing the ball. (Kim is reputedly a 
serious fan of the sport.) 

“What will he choose? To show 
vision and leadership? Or not?” 

The White House didn’t immedi¬ 
ately respond to questions about the 
film, from who narrated it to who 
made it. Hours later, Garrett Mar¬ 
quis, a spokesman for the National 
Security Council, said in an email 
that “the video was created by the 
NSC to help the President dem¬ 
onstrate the benefits of complete 
denuclearization, and a vision of a 
peaceful and prosperous Korean 
Peninsula.” 
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Xi would remind his North Korean 
counterpart about China’s willing¬ 
ness to help the North develop its 
economy. 

Despite recent tensions between 
the communist neighbors, Xi has 
met Kim twice since April, most 
recently hosting a banquet for him 
and strolling with the young lead¬ 
er along a beach and through lush 
gardens at a coastal Chinese city 
last month. 

That meeting in Dalian was 
seen as an effort by China to en¬ 
sure that Beijing’s voice was heard 
when Kim later met with Trump. 
In the on-again, off-again run-up 
to the summit. Trump at one point 
blamed Kim’s trip to China for 
creating an unwelcome “change 
in attitude” by the North Korean 
leader. China moved quickly to 
urge both sides not to cancel the 
meeting. 


Such maneuvers highlight 
the delicate balance China has 
to strike between encouraging 
Pyongyang and Washington to en¬ 
gage on ending the North’s nuclear 
program and pushing Pyongyang 
too far into Trump’s embrace. 

China would be wary if the sus¬ 
pension of military exercises led to 
some kind of larger rapprochement 
between the U.S. and North Korea, 
Haenle said. China, which fought 
the U.S. on behalf of the North in 
the 1950-53 Korean War, wants a 
stable, independent North Korea 
as a buffer with South Korea and 
the thousands of U.S. troops sta¬ 
tioned there. Beijing is also hop¬ 
ing to convince Seoul to remove a 
sophisticated U.S. missile defense 
system that China sees as a threat 
to its security. 

China remains North Korea’s 
only mqjor ally and chief provider 


of energy, aid and trade that keep 
the country’s broken economy 
afloat. Ties in recent months have 
frayed as China supported tougher 
U.N. sanctions on North Korea 
and suspended coal and iron ore 
imports. Pyongyang last year 
seemingly sought to humiliate Bei¬ 
jing by timing some of its missile 
tests for mqjor global summits in 
China. 

Shortly after Trump and Kim 
met in Singapore Tuesday, China 
suggested that sanctions that have 
exacted a toll on the impoverished 
North could be suspended or lift¬ 
ed if Pyongyang complied with 
U.N. resolutions. That could mean 
Beijing would soon help lobby for 
sanctions on Pyongyang to be 
eased. 
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US teen killed in crash was 
a high school sophomore 



Above: Tributes to Christie Gagnet, 15, who died last week in a 
vehicle accident, are seen outside \bngsan Garrison in Seoul, South 
Korea, on Wednesday. Right: A woman leaves flowers at a memorial. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

An American teenager killed 
in a car crash en route to her 
brother’s high school graduation 
ceremony at Yongsan Garrison in 
Seoul was a sophomore and loved 
to play tennis and travel, her fam¬ 
ily said Wednesday. 

Christie Gagnet died Saturday 
after the car in which she was 
riding collided with a motorcycle 
outside Gate 13, which is the main 
visitors’ entrance at the sprawl¬ 
ing U.S. military base in Seoul. 
She was 15. 

The South Korean motorcycle 
driver also was killed as both ve¬ 
hicles burst into flames. Officials 
declined to comment on the cause 
of the crash, saying the investiga¬ 
tion is ongoing. 

Christie’s father, Michael Stu¬ 
art Gagnet, a retired veteran who 
served more than 20 years in the 
Army Medical Corps, was seri¬ 
ously injured in the crash. 

“We lost our beloved Christie on 
a day that should have been filled 
with nothing but celebration,” the 
family said in a statement provid¬ 
ed to Stars and Stripes. “We are 
devastated beyond explanation.” 

Christie Gagnet, a sophomore 
at Yongsan’s Seoul American 
High School, was recently in¬ 
ducted into the National Honor 
Society and aspired to attend the 
University of Texas, her fam¬ 
ily said. She played on the high 
school tennis team and enjoyed 


music and travel. 

Bouquets of flowers, candles 
and notes in English and Korean 
were left as a memorial along 
the gate’s wall just feet from the 
crash. People were still leaving 
mementos Wednesday. 

“While there is nothing we can 
do to bring Christie back, we will 
forever cherish her kind spirit 
and infectious optimism that she 
evoked,” the family’s statement 
said. 

“We are grateful to everyone 
who has provided love and sup¬ 
port — from the Good Samaritan 
on scene and first responders to 
the school and our Army family 
of one,” it added. 


Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 


Michael Gagnet, 56, remains 
hospitalized and was in critical 
but stable condition. 

Gagnet is a civilian physician’s 
assistant with the Yongsan Sol¬ 
dier Centered Medical Home, ac¬ 
cording to 65th Medical Brigade 
spokesman William Wight. The 
clinic is due to close later this 
month as part of the relocation of 
most U.S. forces south of Seoul. 

“While Mike’s challenges to re¬ 
covery seem insurmountable for 
now, he is also a courageous man 
who we know will persevere,” the 
family said. “We ask that you con¬ 
tinue to keep the Gagnet family in 
your thoughts and prayers.” 

The Gagnets were headed to 



the SAHS graduation ceremony, 
which was held Saturday at Col¬ 
lier Field House at Yongsan. One 
of Christie’s brothers was in the 
class of 2018. 

News of the tragedy devastated 
the tight-knit community. Many 
students and others gathered later 
Saturday at a chapel on post to 
console one another and grieve. 

“As we bring another success¬ 
ful school year to a close filled 
with academic, personal and 
professional accomplishments, 
we have also been touched by the 
tragic and untimely passing of 
one of our finest students,” Prin¬ 
cipal Donald “Willy” Williams 
said. “Our thoughts and prayers 


are with the family.” 

The school also set up a dedi¬ 
cated space as a memorial for the 
students and was offering coun¬ 
selors for those in need of assis¬ 
tance, according to Department 
of Defense Education Activity 
Pacific. 

Christie is survived by her 
mother and father and two broth¬ 
ers, although the family declined 
to provide other names. Funeral 
details were not available. 

Stars and Stripes correspondent 
Marcus FichtI contributed to this 

gamel.kim(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Study: Japanese destroyers could support F-35B jets 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION 
IWAKUNI, Japan — Japan’s largest ships 
can be modified to support F-35B Lighting 
II stealth fighters, according to the nation’s 
Defense Ministry. 

A study released by the ministry on April 
27 concludes that flattop Izumo-class heli¬ 
copter destroyers can be retrofitted to sup¬ 
port the short-takeoff, vertical-landing jets. 

“This was a basic study necessary to ob¬ 
jectively understand the maximum poten¬ 
tial ability of Hyuga-class and Izumo-class 
destroyers,” a Defense Ministry spokes¬ 
woman told Stars and Stripes in an email. 

This spring, Iwakuni-based F-35Bs com¬ 
pleted their first patrol aboard the Sasebo- 


based USS Wasp, an amphibious assault 
ship similar to the Japanese minicarriers. 

The study also looked at the Japanese 
ships’ ability to launch American military 
drones — the MQ-8C Fire Scout unmanned 
helicopter and the fixed-wing RQ-21A 
Blackjack — the spokeswoman said. 

A May 2 article in The Diplomat suggest¬ 
ed that the Japanese destroyers were built 
to carry the F-35B with decks able to with¬ 
stand jet exhaust and elevators to take them 
to and from internal hangars. 

The ships could provide rear-line sup¬ 
port to the U.S. military during joint mili¬ 
tary operations. However, modifications to 
accommodate the F-35B on the Izumo-class 
ships would require the installation of a ski- 
jump, according to the study. In 2015, Aus¬ 


tralia canceled plans to buy a dozen F-35Bs 
because of modifications that would be re¬ 
quired for its two amphibious assault ships. 

The $1.2 billion JS Izumo was commis¬ 
sioned three years ago and will likely op¬ 
erate for another 40 years, the Defense 
Ministry spokeswoman said. 

Officials want to understand how much 
the ship can be modified to respond to a 
changing security environment and tech¬ 
nological innovation, she said 
“This doesn’t presuppose introduction 
of these aircraft to self-defense forces,” 
she said, adding that Japan has no plans to 
modify ships or purchase F-35Bs. 

A second Izumo-class destroyer, the JS 
Kaga, was commissioned in June 2017. They 
are the largest Japanese warships, at 814 


feet, and can carry up to 28 helicopters. 

“Marine Corps forces in the Indo-Pacific 
are constantly seeking ways to further in¬ 
tegrate amphibious operations and training 
with our allies and partners throughout the 
region as evidenced by the recent Pacific 
Amphibious Leaders Symposium which 
brought together 22 allied and partner mili¬ 
taries for the week-long symposium,” Lt. Col. 
Curtis Hill, a Marine Corps Forces Pacific 
spokesman, said in emailed comments. 

The event, in its fourth year, focused on 
amphibious logistics and was hosted in Ha¬ 
waii by Lt. Gen. David Berger, commander 
of Marine Corps Forces Pacific, he said. 

Stars and Stripes correspondent Hana Kusumoto 
contributed to this report. 
bolinger.iames@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolingerj2004 
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Norway says it needs more 
Marines to deploy near Rnssia 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

Norway will ask the United 
States to more than double its 
Marine presence in the country 
and to deploy them closer to the 
Russian border. 

The request would raise the 
contingent from 330 Marines on 
a six-month rotation to 700, the 
Norwegian government said in a 
statement Tuesday. The rotations 
began last year and have since 
been routinely extended. 

Norway, like other NATO mem¬ 
ber states that border Russia, has 
expressed concern about Mos¬ 
cow’s increased assertiveness. 


following Russia’s invasion and 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula in 2014. 

“The defense of Norway depends 
on the support of our NATO allies, 
as is the case in most other NATO 
countries,” Defense Minister Frank 
Bakke-Jensen said in a statement. 
“For this support to work in times 
of crises and war, we are totally de¬ 
pendent on joint training and exer¬ 
cises in times of peace.” 

Norway is proposing that the 
Marines continue their short¬ 
term rotations for an additional 
five years. The rotations would 
include an unspecified number 
of Marines rotating to the Arctic 
Troms region, about 250 miles 


from the Russian border. 

The Marines are now based 
near Trondheim, about 900 miles 
from Norway’s border with Rus¬ 
sia, but frequent exercises in the 
frigid north often take the Ma¬ 
rines much closer. 

In addition to the rotational 
forces there, the Marines also 
maintain several massive under¬ 
ground caves in Norway, where 
essential gear and vehicles are 
pre-positioned beneath secret 
locations around the Trondelag 
region. The gear is often with¬ 
drawn and utilized for exercises 
in northern Europe. 

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Ine Eriksen Soreide said in a 



Clinton FiusTBROOK/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Marines discuss strategy during training at Vaernes Garrison, 
Norway, in April. Norway is pianning to ask the United States for 
more Marines on regular rotations. 


statement that the proposal is not 
a move to establish permanent 
U.S. bases in Norway, as the forc¬ 
es will continue to deploy there on 
a rotational basis. 

Soreide added that she expect¬ 


ed a reaction from Moscow, as 
the Norwegians “always get reac¬ 
tions to practice and training in 
cooperation with NATO.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


Marines drill with allies for high-speed assault on enemy 



U.S. Marine Corps amphibious assault vehicles return to the dock landing ship 
USS Oak Hili on Friday during Baltic Operations 2018 at Ustka, Poland. 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

The sleepy Polish beach town of Ustka 
seems like an idyllic place to relax and let 
your guard down. 

That’s exactly what the Marines wanted 
during training late Tuesday night. Under 
the cover of darkness, they and their allies 
raided a nearby mock enemy encampment 
several miles inland of the Baltic Sea. 

This high-speed assault, which put an 
amphibious force behind the lines of an un¬ 
suspecting enemy, was the culmination of 
several beach landings begun last week by 
Marines, and Polish and Romanian troops. 
The drills are part of the larger two-week 
Baltic Operations exercise, which ends Fri¬ 
day. It includes 16 allied militaries and ob¬ 
servers from other nations. 

The exercise is based on a scenario in 
which instability in the Baltics leads to insur¬ 
gent groups taking power over much of the 
region. NATO forces are asked for help. 

“The ability to conduct amphibious assaults 
is absolutely essential to the safety of the re¬ 
gion, and to NATO,” said Marine Mqj. Joseph 
Murphy, the landing force’s commander for 
the exercise. “The need to maintain this abil¬ 
ity is constant, because it’s one of the best 
ways to dictate the location of the battle and 
put our forces in a position to win.” 

About 125 Marines from the 26th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit participated in the raid. 
Romanian scouts identified targets and Ma¬ 
rines used surprise to gain the upper hand on 
the enemy, which was played by Polish forc¬ 


es. Ml A1 Abrams tanks were loaded onshore 
days before to provide heavier firepower. 

To set up the raid. Marines and Romanian 
naval infantry landing forces found an area 
where they could come ashore to minimize 
rocket fire and casualties from anti-access 
weaponry. 

The use of such weapons, which can in¬ 
clude mines or missile volleys, severely re¬ 
strict or deny movement in a defined area. 
Iran and China, among other countries, have 


Dengrier M. BAEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


incorporated anti-access strategies at sea in 
recent years. 

“We are increasingly seeing anti-access ca¬ 
pabilities around the world,” said 26th MEU 
commander Col. Farrell Sullivan. “That’s 
one reason why it’s so important that we have 
the option to conduct amphibious landings. 
Because the enemy doesn’t know where we 
are going to land.” 

During the amphibious landings, high¬ 
speed Romanian rigid-hull inflatable boats 


scouted ahead, and Marine amphibious as¬ 
sault vehicles — armored personnel carri¬ 
ers armed with MK 19 automatic grenade 
launchers—attacked the enemy on the beach 
to make room for landing craft to bring more 
troops and tanks ashore. 

Throughout the exercise, a platoon of Ma¬ 
rines have sailed aboard the ORP Krakow, a 
modern Polish amphibious assault ship, while 
a Romanian contingent has operated from 
the amphibious assault ship USS Oak Hill. 
That allows the troops to see how their allies 
live and work at sea during an exercise. 

“The Krakow is smaller but newer, so I 
know the Marines are enjoying that,” Sul¬ 
livan said. “There’s always a sense of ‘the 
grass is always greener on the other ship,’ but 
what they’re finding out is that there are a lot 
more similarities than differences when it 
comes to life at sea.” 

Lance Cpl. Tyler Parrott, a rifleman with 
the platoon aboard the ORP Krakow, said the 
experience “builds that trust later in combat 
because you know the guy next to you will 
watch your back.” 

After one amphibious assault drill earlier 
in the exercise, Polish troops invited the Ma¬ 
rines to watch a soccer match between Po¬ 
land and Chile in one of their field tents. 

“They had a Polish meal prepared for us, 
which was pretty good,” Parrott said. “It was 
a lot of fun just getting to bond.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter; @Marty_Stripes 
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Jennifer McDermott/AP 

Adm. John Richardson, left, chief of naval operations, greets Rear 
Adm. Jeffrey Harley, president of the U.S. Naval War College, 
Tuesday in Newport, R.l. 


Navy leaders, scholars 
talk tech, innovation 


Associated Press 

NEWPORT, R.L — A top mili¬ 
tary commander asked scholars 
on Tuesday for bold ideas on how 
the U.S. Navy can maintain supe¬ 
riority at sea. 

Adm. John Richardson, the 
chief of naval operations, ad¬ 
dressed the 69th annual Current 
Strategy Forum at the U.S. Naval 
War College in Newport, R.l. 

Scholars from Yale University, 
Carnegie Mellon University and 
the Center for Strategic and Bud¬ 
getary Assessments, as well as 
other universities and think tanks 
participated. 

Richardson addressed China’s 
and Russia’s exponential increas¬ 
es in maritime activity, adoption 


of new technologies and use of 
information. 

“How do we recapture that 
sense of, we could lose this if we 
don’t get going?” he said. 

The U.S. Navy needs to redis¬ 
cover its momentum and “get a 
fire in our gut,” he said. 

Kori Schake, of the Internation¬ 
al Institute for Strategic Studies, 
challenged the Navy to question 
the way it does everything, to see 
if it can be done better, faster or 
cheaper. She said that’s the nature 
of innovation. 

War College professor John 
Maurer, who helped plan the 
forum, said it’s a way for the Navy 
to interact with brilliant people 
outside of government and think 
creatively about problems. 


Army announces 5 finalist 
cities for new HQ location 


By David Tarrant 

The Dallas Morning News 

DALLAS — The Army reduced its list of cities in 
contention for a new military headquarters where 
weapons and equipment for the future would be de¬ 
signed from 15 to five. 

The short list includes Austin, Boston, Raleigh, 
Minneapolis and Philadelphia. Finalists notified 
Monday they were no longer under consideration in¬ 
cluded Dallas, Seattle, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
San Diego, Denver, Chicago, Houston, New York and 
Atlanta. 

Army teams visited Boston, Raleigh and Austin 
last week and are visiting Minneapolis and Philadel¬ 
phia this week, according to Army spokesman Col. 
Patrick R. Seiber. 

“The intent remains to announce a final location 
by the end of the month,” Seiber said. 

The Army announced late last year that it was 
looking to start up a new Futures Command to help it 
design and produce the kind of high-tech equipment 
and weaponry needed to fight wars of the future. 

The new command will take charge of the Army’s 
six top modernization priorities, including long- 
range tactical missiles, the next generation of com¬ 
bat vehicles and helicopters, air-and-missile defense 
and “soldier lethality,” which includes the Army’s 
next rifle. 

Army leaders describe the Futures Command as 
a “hoodies and jeans” alternative to the stuffy, spit- 
and-polish culture of a traditional Army post. They 
want to create the kind of disruptive innovation em¬ 
blematic of Silicon Valley’s entrepreneurial culture 
to help them build the Army of the future. 

To do that, they need to go where the talent lives. 

“We want this headquarters to be located near 
leading academic and commercial institutions to 
harness the best talent possible in emerging technol¬ 


ogy and innovation,” Army Undersecretary Ryan 
McCarthy said in a letter to the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee. 

For more than 15 years, the United States has 
been involved in wars of counter-insurgency in the 
Middle East and Central Asia. But the Army can’t 
win tomorrow’s battles with yesterday’s army. It has 


want this 
headquarters 
I to be located 
near leading 
academic and 
commercial 
institutions to 
harness the 
best talent 
possible/ 

Ryan McCarthy 

Army Undersecretary 


could be used to explore dangerous or hostile loca¬ 
tions while relaying information to commanders. 

Two years ago, the Army selected Austin as one 
of its four locations for its own tech startup, the De¬ 
fense Innovation Unit Experimental, or DIUx. The 
organization is headquartered in Mountain View, 
Calif., and along with Austin has offices in Boston 
and in the Washington, D.C., area. 

The Futures Command will be run by a four-star 
general, and the headquarters would have a staff of 
about 500, most of them civilians. 


to adapt. 

In the future, soldiers 
will work as highly skilled 
technicians in a battlefield 
integrated with artificial in¬ 
telligence and robotics. From 
new rifles to helicopters and 
air-and-missile defense, the 
Army is eager to modernize. 

Already in the pipeline are 
improvements in weapons 
and equipment, such as de¬ 
veloping the next generation 
of night-vision goggles to en¬ 
sure their soldiers “own the 
night,” Army officials have 
said. 

Robotics and drones will 
also play an increasingly 
bigger role in the Army’s fu¬ 
ture. Like air drones, robots 


VA reveals rankings of 133 nursing homes 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs revealed 
its internal rankings of 133 VA 
nursing homes nationwide, allow¬ 
ing veterans and their families to 
see where their local facilities land 
in a one-to-five rating system. 

The VA posted the performance 
ratings onto its website Tuesday 
and said it would update the infor¬ 
mation annually. The document 
lists nursing homes by the VA 
system with which they are as¬ 
sociated. It shows one-to-five star 
ratings for staffing and quality, 
as well as ratings based on unan¬ 
nounced on-site surveys to each 
nursing home. Finally, each facil¬ 
ity is given an overall rating. 

Of the 133 nursing home listed, 
34 earned five-star ratings over¬ 
all, the highest given. Eleven had 
1-star ratings, the lowest. 

Acting VA Secretary Peter 
O’Rourke said the information 
would be used to “drive improve¬ 
ments across the VA nursing 
home system.” 

Sixty of the nursing homes 
improved from 2017, and 73 ex¬ 
perienced no significant change 
in quality, the document shows. 
One facility - the nursing home 
associated with the VA Black 
Hills Health Care System in Hot 


See the full list of ranked 
VA nursing homes at: 

www.stripes.com/go/ratings 




Springs, S.D. — dropped in qual¬ 
ity during the past year but still 
earned a four-star rating. 

The VA used the overall star 
ratings to compare their nursing 
homes to private homes, which 
are given star ratings by the 
Centers for Medicare, a federal 
agency within the Department 
of Health and Human Services. 
Of the 15,487 homes rated by the 
Centers for Medicare, nearly 29 
percent have five-star ratings, 
compared to about 26 percent of 
VA homes. However, the VA had 
a smaller percentage receive one- 
star ratings—8 percent compared 
to 13 percent for private homes. 

The VA touted the disclosure of 
the ratings, claiming it was part 
of a larger shift toward “transpar¬ 
ency and accountability” at the 
department under President Don¬ 
ald Trump. 

Last year, the VA released one- 
to-five star performance ratings 
for its medical centers. The ac¬ 
tion was made under pressure 
following an investigation by USA 
Today that revealed the ratings 
were being withheld. 

The department also began 
posting the VA secretary’s travel 


itineraries last year, the same day 
that the Washington Post report¬ 
ed former VA Secretary David 
Shulkin went sightseeing and at¬ 
tended a Wimbledon tennis match 
on an official trip to Europe. 

Other public disclosures made 
during the past year include the 


opioid prescription rates at VA 
facilities, wait times for appoint¬ 
ments and lists of disciplinary 
measures that the VA has taken 
against its employees. 

Wentling.nikkidistrlpes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 



American dentists and team, 
trained and iicensed in the U.S.A. 

Compassionate and comprehensive care. 
Located in the heart of Schonaich, 7 minutes from 
Panzer military base. On-site parking. 



www.midwest-dentistry.com 



MILITARY DISCOUNTS 

For all Military ID card holders 
and their family members: 


Atlanta 532 € 

Charlotte 466 € 

Dallas 514 € 

Las Vegas 510 € 

Tampa 479 € 


Need help? Call us! 

0621-72920 


www.abctravel.de 


Flights from May 18 to June 17,2018 and from Aug. 27 

from, including all taxes, based on availability. Get 
Military discount fares all year! ABCTravel Service e.K., 
Gorxheimerstr. 9,68309 Mannheim 

Partner of DERPART 
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Data: Calif, petty crime up 
after penalties reduced 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


An inmate at Madera County Jail in California is taken to a housing 
unit in 2013. Researchers say California voters’ decision to reduce 
penalties for some crimes in 2014 has led to an increase in thefts. 


By Don Thompson 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali¬ 
fornia voters’ decision to reduce 
penalties for drug and property 
crimes in 2014 contributed to a 
jump in car burglaries, shoplift¬ 
ing and other theft, researchers 
reported. 

Larcenies increased about 9 
percent by 2016, or about 135 more 
thefts per 100,000 residents than if 
tougher penalties had remained, 
according to results of a study 
by the nonpartisan Public Policy 
Institute of California released 
Tuesday. 

Thefts from motor vehicles ac¬ 
counted for about three-quarters 
of the increase. San Francisco 
alone recorded more than 30,000 


auto burglaries last year, which au¬ 
thorities largely blamed on gangs. 
Shoplifting may be leveling off, 
researchers found, but there is 
no sign of a decline in thefts from 
vehicles. 

Proposition 47 lowered crimi¬ 
nal sentences for drug possession, 
theft, shoplifting, identity theft, 
receiving stolen property, writ¬ 
ing bad checks and check forgery 
from felonies that can bring prison 
terms to misdemeanors that often 
bring minimal jail sentences. 

While researchers can link the 
measure to more theft, they found 
it did not lead to the state’s increase 
in violent crime. 

Violent crime spiked by about 
13 percent after Proposition 47 
passed, but researchers said the 
trend started earlier and was main¬ 


ly because of unrelated changes in 
crime reporting by the FBI and the 
Los Angeles Police Department. 

The FBI broadened its definition 
of sexual crimes in 2014, while the 
LAPD improved its crime report¬ 
ing after previously underreport¬ 
ing violent crimes. If it weren’t for 
those changes, researchers found 
California’s violent crime rate 
would have increased 4.7 percent 
from 2014 to 2016. 

Researchers compared Califor¬ 
nia’s crime trends with those in 
other states with historically simi¬ 
lar trends. They found the increase 
in California’s violent crime rate 
was less than that of comparison 
states, but larcenies jumped in Cal¬ 
ifornia as they declined elsewhere. 

California still has historically 
low crime rates despite recent 


changes in the criminal justice 
system aimed at reducing mass 
incarceration and increasing reha¬ 
bilitation and treatment programs, 
said Lenore Anderson, executive 
director of Californians for Safety 
and Justice, who led the drive to 
pass Proposition 47. 

The ballot measure led to the 
lowest arrest rate in state his¬ 


tory in 2015 as experts said police 
frequently ignored crimes that 
brought minimal punishment. 

Reduced penalties mean fewer 
drug addicts now seem to be get¬ 
ting treatment, then “are stealing to 
support their habit,” said San Luis 
Obispo County Chief Probation Of¬ 
ficer Jim Salio, president of Chief 
Probation Officers of California. 



Reed Saxon/AP 


A firefighter rests while clearing brush Tuesday from a Los Angeles hillside after a wildfire broke out in the 
Benedict Canyon area. Rres also continued to rage Tuesday in Colorado and several states that border it. 


Ski resort 
area hit 
by Colo, 
wildfire 

By Colleen Slevin 

Associated Press 

DENVER — A wildfire erupt¬ 
ed Tuesday in an area of Colorado 
known for its ski resorts, forcing 
the evacuation of more than 1,300 
homes and marking the latest in 
a series of blazes that have ig¬ 
nited in the drought-stricken U.S. 
West. 

The fire in central Colorado 
had burned only about 100 acres 
but was dangerously close to two 
densely populated housing de¬ 
velopments near the town of Sil- 
verthome, about 60 miles west of 
Denver. 

“This area, there is a lot of 
homes that are pretty tightly 
packed together,” U.S. Forest 
Service spokesman Adam Bian- 
chi said. “Being a resort town, 
there’s a need for a lot of housing 
and there’s only so much avail¬ 
able space for good land to build 
on.” 

Bianchi said the Buffalo Fire 
had come to within about 200 
yards of a subdivision that in¬ 
cludes condos, apartments and 
pricey homes. The closest ski re¬ 
sort to the fire. Keystone, is about 
8 miles away and across a large 
reservoir. 

About 50 firefighters were bat¬ 
tling the blaze initially, but more 
were on the way, along with heavy 
air tankers and helicopters. 

“I was absolutely shocked by 
how fast it spread,” Silverthorne 
resident Jake Schulman told The 
Summit Daily after spotting the 
fire while hiking. 

“There were big, black, rolling 


clouds coming off it and it had 
gotten to the edge of the forest, 
right next to the neighborhood,” 
he added. 

The fire had not destroyed any 
homes as of Tuesday night. 

Colorado’s largest blaze also 
kept burning in the San Juan 
National Forest, which has been 
closed to the public to try to pre¬ 
vent additional fires. The 416 
Fire north of Durango in south¬ 
west Colorado has burned about 
36 square miles and is partially 
contained. No homes have been 
lost. 

It’s burning in the Four Cor¬ 
ners region where Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Utah meet 
that is at the center of a large 
patch of exceptional drought. 
Much of the U.S. West is experi¬ 


encing some level of drought. 

More than 900 firefighters 
were dealing with rough and in¬ 
accessible terrain, and residents 
of more than 2,000 homes have 
been forced to evacuate since the 
flames ignited June 1. 

Meanwhile, additional fire¬ 
fighters were headed to Wyoming 
to work on a wildfire that has 
exploded in size and prompted 
evacuations near the Colorado 
border. 

The Badger Creek Fire grew 
rapidly Monday because of strong 
winds and dry conditions and 
had scorched about 3.6 square 
miles of mostly beetle-killed for¬ 
est. Several small communities 
of permanent and seasonal resi¬ 
dences were ordered evacuated, 
but no buildings were burned. 


Large wildfires also forced 
evacuations farther west. 

In central Utah, a wildfire fed 
by dry conditions and swift winds 
consumed more than 10 square 
miles and burned a cabin. The 
Trail Mountain Fire began as a 
prescribed bum but grew out of 
control last week. 

A wildfire burning grass and 
brush in central Washington 
threatened several dozen homes 
and other infrastructure, while 
more than 250 firefighters raced 
to the hills overlooking Los Ange¬ 
les to battle a blaze in thick brush 
surrounded by large homes. 

The latest fires are stoking 
fears that a dry winter will lead 
to a dangerous fire season this 
summer in the West. 


Dems remind 
Trump about 
OPEC letter 
after he rails 

By John Wagner 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump took fresh aim at the 
OPEC oil cartel on Wednesday. 

“Oil prices are too high, OPEC 
is at it again. Not good!” the presi¬ 
dent wrote on Twitter. 

His tweet comes in advance of a 
meeting of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
and Russia planned for June 22 
in Vienna to discuss easing supply 
caps that have been in place since 
the beginning of 2017. 

In April, Trump also blasted 
OPEC on Twitter, accusing the 
group of “artificially” raising oil 
prices. 

“Looks like OPEC is at it again,” 
Tmmp said in an April 20 tweet. 
“With record amounts of Oil all 
over the place, including the fully 
loaded ships at sea. Oil prices are 
artificially Very High! No good 
and will not be accepted!” 

Shortly after Trump’s tweet 
on Wednesday, Senate Minority 
Leader Charles E. Schumer, D- 
N.Y., took to Twitter to respond. 

“Glad you noticed. We wrote 
you last month asking for action,” 
Schumer said, including a copy of 
a letter in which he and three other 
Democratic senators called on 
Tmmp “to use all of your author¬ 
ity” to pressure OPEC to increase 
world oil supplies. 

In the letter, the senators said a 
run-up in oil prices is “effectively 
a tax on every American family’s 
discretionary budget” since the 
price of oil directly affects the 
price of gasoline. 

OPEC is a group of 14 nations 
that seeks to coordinate oil pro¬ 
duction and greatly influence oil 
prices. 
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Incumbent Trump critic loses SC 

Key votes held 
in 4 other states 


Kathryn Ziesig, The (Charleston, S.C.) Post and Courier/AP 

South Carolina Rep. Katie Arrington defeated U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford in Tuesday’s South Carolina 
primary. Arrington blasted Sanford as a “Never Trumper” during the campaign. 


Corey Stewart, left, poses for a selfie with voter Dan Jones on 
Tuesday in Woixlbridge, Va. Stewart, a supporter of President 
Donald Trump, won the Republican primary for the U.S. Senate. 


Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Rep. Mark 
Sanford, a vocal critic of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, lost his South 
Carolina congressional seat hours 
after the president injected himself 
into the bitter Republican primary 
by stoking memories of the incum¬ 
bent’s public extramarital affair 
several years ago. 

In the most dramatic result 
in primaries across five states 
Tuesday, Sanford was the second 
incumbent House Republican to 
lose a primary this year — the 
latest victim of intense divisions 
among the GOP in the Trump era. 
Though he has a generally conser¬ 
vative voting record, his criticism 
of Trump as unworthy and cultur¬ 
ally intolerant made him a target of 
the president’s most dedicated sup¬ 
porters, who often elevate loyalty 
over policy. 

Sanford was defeated by state 
Rep. Katie Arrington, who spent 
her campaign blasting Sanford as 
a “Never Trumper.” And hours 
before polls closed. Trump posted 
a startlingly personal attack on 
Twitter, cdling Sanford “very 
unhelpful.” 

“He’s MIA and nothing but trou¬ 
ble,” Trump continued. “He is bet¬ 
ter off in Argentina.” 

The swipe was a reference to 
Sanford’s unexplained disappear¬ 
ance from the state in 2009, which 
he later said was part of an affair 
he was carrying on with a woman 
in Argentina. 

Even for a political figure with 
no shortage of confidence wading 
into his own party’s decision-mak¬ 
ing, Trump’s attack on Sanford was 
a bold case of going after a sitting 
member of Congress. It’s almost 
certain to make other Republicans 
even more reluctant to take him 
on, even as Trump stirs division on 
trade, foreign policy and the Rus¬ 
sia investigation. 

In his remarks Tuesday night, 
Sanford was unbowed, saying, 
“I stand by every one of those 
decisions to disagree with the 
president.” 

Sanford had never lost a politi¬ 
cal race in South Carolina, and his 
defeat Tuesday was an abrupt end 
to a roller-coaster political career. 
Despite the scandal over the affair, 
he completed his second term as 
governor, and voters sent him to 
Congress two years later. 

After declaring victory Tuesday, 
Arrington asked Republicans to 
come together. And she reminded 
them who she thinks leads them: 
“We are the party of President 
Donald J. Trump.” 

Four other states voted Tuesday, 
including several races that will 
be key to determining which party 
controls the House of Representa¬ 
tives next year. 

Sanford was not the only es¬ 
tablishment Republican to face a 
challenge Tuesday. South Carolina 
Gov. Henry McMaster, a close ally 
of Trump, was forced into a runoff 
after failing to muster the required 
50 percent vote to win outright. 

McMaster, an early supporter of 


the president’s 2016 campaign, had 
Trump’s full endorsement, marked 
by a weekend tweet. 

But while Trump remains very 
popular in the state, McMaster has 
been shadowed by a corruption 
probe involving a longtime politi¬ 
cal consultant. McMaster received 
the most votes of the four Republi¬ 
cans running, but will face Green¬ 
ville businessman John Warren in 
a second contest June 26. 

McMaster, the former lieutenant 
governor, assumed the governor¬ 
ship last year after Nikki Haley re¬ 
signed to become U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations. 

In a big Virginia race. Repub¬ 
lican Corey Stewart — known for 
his ardent defense of Confederate 
symbolism — won the Republican 
primary to face Democratic Sen. 
Tim Kaine. 

Stewart surprised many by 
nearly winning last year’s Republi¬ 
can nomination for governor. 

He was the top aide to Trump’s 
presidential campaign in Virginia 
in 2016, but was fired for stag¬ 
ing an unauthorized protest of the 
Republican National Committee. 
Stewart had accused the party of 
inadequately defending the can¬ 
didate after the release of a tape 
where Trump bragged about grop¬ 
ing women. 

He said Tuesday he planned to 
wage a “vicious” campaign against 
Kaine. 

Also in Virginia, Democratic 
State Sen. Jennifer Wexton was 
the clear winner in a six-way pri¬ 
mary in a northern Virginia dis¬ 
trict considered key to the House 
battleground map this fall, and will 
challenge Republican Rep. Barba¬ 
ra Comstock. 

Democrats in two other districts 
they hope to retake nominated 
women: Abigail Spanberger in cen¬ 
tral Virginia and Elaine Luria in 
the district that includes Virginia 
Beach. 

In Comstock’s district, Wexton 
was the best-known in the field, 
and was viewed as the Democratic 
Party’s establishment choice. She 
had the endorsement of Democrat¬ 
ic Gov. Ralph Northam. 

Comstock, a moderate Repub¬ 


lican who easily beat back a chal¬ 
lenge from conservative Shak Hill, 
is one of the Democrats’ top targets 
in November. 

Though Wexton favors a ban on 
the sale of assault weapons, she de¬ 
fied what has been the tendency in 
some swing districts to nominate 
Democrats with liberal profiles on 
other key issues. 

Maine voters are deciding on a 
successor to term-limited, conser¬ 
vative Republican Gov. Paul LeP- 
age. But first they had to wrestle 
with a new balloting system. Maine 
on Tuesday debuted its statewide 
ranked-choice voting, which al¬ 
lows voters to rank candidates first 
to last on their ballot. 

The system insured that count¬ 
ing was slow and winners difficult 
to call. But businessman Shawn 
Moody won the GOP nomination 
after midnight. He maintained a 
wide lead through the night, but 
risked not winning the race out¬ 
right under the new rules. 

The Associated Press did not call 
the Democratic primary as none of 
the seven candidates was close to 
the majority needed to be declared 
the outright winner. 


Calla Kessler, The Washington Post/AP 


Nevada and North Dakota are 
home to two of the most pivotal 
Senate races this year. What they 
didn’t have were competitive Sen¬ 
ate primaries. 

Nevada Sen. Dean Heller, the 
only Republican seeking re-elec¬ 
tion in a state that Hillary Clinton 
carried in 2016, and Democratic 
Rep. Jacky Rosen sailed through 
their primaries, and already have 
begun focusing their criticism on 
each other in what is expected to 
be among the most competitive 
Senate races this year. 

There was also the return of 
Sharron Angle, the conservative 
who once ominously threatened to 
“take out” then-Sen. Harry Reid. 
Angle, who lost to Reid in her 2010 
bid for Senate, lost her primary 
challenge to Rep. Mark Amodei on 
Tuesday. 

Centrist Steve Sisolak won a 
bruising battle between Clark 
County commissioners vying to be 
Nevada’s first Democratic gover¬ 
nor in two decades. Fellow board 
member Chris Giunchigliani ran 
as a progressive, knocking Siso¬ 
lak for his positive rating from the 




primary 


Nev. GOP 
voters back 
pimp for 
Legislature 

By Michelle L. Price 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Pimp 
Dennis Hof, the owner of 
half a dozen legal brothels 
in Nevada and star of the 
HBO adult reality series 
“Cathouse,” won a Re¬ 
publican primary for the 
state Legislature on Tues¬ 
day, ousting a three-term 
lawmaker. 

Hof defeated hospital ex¬ 
ecutive James Oscarson. 
He’ll face Democrat Lesia 
Romanov in November, 
and will be the favored can¬ 
didate in the Republican¬ 
leaning Assembly district. 

Hof celebrated his win at 
a party in Pahrump with 
Hollywood Madam Heidi 
Fleiss at his side. 

“It’s all because Donald 
Trump was the Christopher 
Columbus for me,” Hof told 
The Associated Press in a 
phone call. “He found the 
way and I jumped on it.” 

Hof, who wrote a book 
titled “The Art of the 
Pimp,” has dubbed himself 
“The Trump of Pahrump,” 
and held a rally with long¬ 
time Trump adviser Roger 
Stone. 

If Hof wins in Novem¬ 
ber, he wouldn’t be the only 
brothel owner in elected of¬ 
fice — Lance Gilman, the 
owner of the famous Mus¬ 
tang Ranch in northern 
Nevada, is a Storey County 
Commissioner. 

Voters in November will 
be voting on closing down 
brothels in at least one of 
the seven Nevada counties 
where they’re legally oper¬ 
ating. The question will be 
on the ballot in Lyon Coun¬ 
ty, where Hof owns four 
brothels. Activists are also 
gathering signatures to try 
to get the measure on the 
ballot in Nye County, where 
Hof owns two more broth¬ 
els in the desert outside the 
city of Pahrump. 

Hof said Tuesday he’s 
downsizing his business by 
selling off some brothels to 
focus more on politics. 


National Rifle Association in light 
of the mass shooting in Las Vegas 
in October. Republican Attor¬ 
ney General Adam Laxalt easily 
cleared the GOP field. 

In North Dakota, GOP Rep. 
Kevin Cramer will face moderate 
Democratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp. 
She is seeking re-election in a state 
Trump carried by 36 percentage 
points in 2016. 
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Puerto Rico issues new data on storm deaths 


By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Eight days 
after Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto 
Rico, Efrain Perez felt a pain in his chest. 

Doctors near his small town sent him to 
Puerto Rico’s main hospital for emergency 
surgery for an aortic aneurysm. But when 
the ambulance pulled into the parking lot 
in the capital, San Juan, after a more than 
two-hour drive, a doctor ran out to stop it. 

“He said, ‘Don’t bring him in here, I can’t 
care for him. I don’t have power. I don’t have 
water. I don’t have an anesthesiologist,”’ 
Perez’s daughter, Nerybelle, recalled. 

The 95-year-old Perez died as the am¬ 
bulance drove him back to southwestern 
Puerto Rico but he is not included in the 
island’s official hurricane death toll of 64 
people, a figure at the center of a growing 
legal and political fight over the response to 
the Category 4 storm that hit Puerto Rico 
on Sept. 20, 2017. 

Facing at least three lawsuits demanding 
more data on the death toll, Puerto Rico’s 
government released new information 
Tuesday that added detail to the growing 


consensus that hundreds or even thousands 
of people died as an indirect result of the 
storm. 

According to the new data, there were 
1,427 more deaths from September to De¬ 
cember 2017 than the average for the same 
time period over the previous four years. 
Additionally, September and October had 
the highest number of deaths of any months 
since at least 2013. But the statistics don’t 
indicate whether the storm and its after- 
math contributed to the additional deaths. 

The Puerto Rican government said it be¬ 
lieves more than 64 people died as a result 
of the storm but it will not raise its official 
toll until George Washington University 
completes a study of the data being carried 
out on behalf of the U.S. territory. 

The issue is clouded by the fact that the 
federal government and U.S. states and ter¬ 
ritories have no uniform definition of what 
constitutes a storm-related death. The Na¬ 
tional Hurricane Center counts only deaths 
directly caused by a storm, such as a per¬ 
son killed by a falling tree. It does not count 
indirect deaths, such as someone whose 
medical equipment fails in a blackout. 

Puerto Rico began by counting mostly di¬ 
rect deaths, with some indirect ones. Then 


it stopped updating its toll entirely while it 
waits for the George Washington Univer¬ 
sity study, due later this summer. 

On Monday, two Democrats introduced a 
bill to the Republican-controlled Congress 
that would establish federal procedures for 
counting deaths after a natural disaster, 
saying that will help improve the federal 
response and be key to allocating federal 
funds. The $2 million proposed project 
would allow the U.S. Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to hire the National 
Academy of Medicine to do a study on how 
best to assess fatalities during and after a 
disaster, given that the process is currently 
left up to U.S. states and territories. 

“Nobody rebuilding his or her life after 
a natural disaster should suffer the neg¬ 
ligence we’ve seen in Puerto Rico,” Rep. 
Raul Grijalva, of Arizona, said. 

Like Perez, thousands of sick Puerto Ri¬ 
cans were unable to receive medical care 
in the months after the storm caused the 
worst blackout in U.S. history, which con¬ 
tinues to this day, with 6,983 home and 
businesses still without power. 

The data released Tuesday showed in¬ 
creases in several illnesses in 2017 that 
could have been linked to the storm. Cases 


of sepsis, a serious bloodstream infection 
usually caused by bacteria, rose from 708 
in 2016 to 835 last year. Deaths from dia¬ 
betes went from 3,151 to 3,250 and deaths 
from heart illnesses increased from 5,417 
to 5,586. 

The data were not broken down by month, 
preventing an analysis of whether the ill¬ 
nesses rose after Hurricane Maria. 

CNN and the Puerto Rico Center for 
Investigative Journalism sued the Puerto 
Rican government after it refused to re¬ 
lease a detailed accounting of deaths in the 
wake of the storm. On June 5, a judge gave 
the government until Tuesday to release a 
database listing the causes of death of all 
those who died from two days before the 
storm until today, along with all the death 
certificates and burial and cremation cer¬ 
tificates for the same period. 

The government requested more time to 
release all the death certificates, saying So¬ 
cial Security data had to be redacted from 
48,000 individual documents. The judge 
rejected the request and the government 
planned to announce its next steps later in 
the day. 
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Photos by Evan Frost, Minnesota Public radio/AP 


Top: A raccoon scurries up the side of the UBS Tower in St. Paui, 
Minn., on Tuesday. Above: The raccoon rests on a window ledge on 


Raccoon 
that scaled 
high-rise 
captured 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un captivated the world on 
Tuesday morning with a historic 
summit that seemed to lower the 
prospect of a devastating global 
war. Not long after, a Minnesota 
raccoon captured some of the at¬ 
tention and seemed to raise the 
prospect of a collective national 
heart attack. 

The masked animal did so by 
scaling a St. Paul, Minn., sky¬ 
scraper, a la Spider-Man, and in 
the process riveting — and ter¬ 
rifying — legions of humans who 
followed online. 

Minnesota Public Radio report¬ 
er Tim Nelson said the raccoon 
had gotten stranded on a neigh¬ 
boring building two days before, 
“likely on an errant mission to 


the 22iid floor. 

raid pigeon nests on the skyway.” 
And it apparently decided that 
the only way to go was up. 

Soon the travels of the animal, 
dubbed #MPRraccoon, were 
being tracked nationwide. The 
local CBS affiliate began live- 
streaming the journey. 

At least four Twitter users had 
begun tweeting about the raccoon, 
with one account quickly amass¬ 
ing more than 2,500 followers. 


Then, in the wee hours, came 
the news the raccoon-watch¬ 
ing world was desperate to hear: 
“The #mprraccoon just made it 
to the roof!” Nelson tweeted. 

A while later, a new Twitter 
account, apparently belonging to 
the office building itself, shared 
an update about Minnesota’s 
most famous skyscraper-scaling 
raccoon: It had eaten a post-climb 
meal, and it was now in custody. 


Ex-wife of man who 
killed 6 in Ariz. is 
relieved he’s dead 


By Felicia Fonseca 
Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Con¬ 
nie Jones’ life wasn’t routine. She 
switched up her commute to work, 
went to different grocery stores, 
constantly looked over her shoul¬ 
der, and took firearms training 
and defensive driving to protect 
herself and her son from an ex- 
husband she said was a maniac. 

Authorities have said that man, 
Dwight Lamon Jones, is respon¬ 
sible for the recent deaths of six 
people in the Phoenix area, some 
of whom had links to the Jones’ 
divorce. Connie Jones said she al¬ 
ways feared she’d be the one killed 
and said Tuesday she is grateful to 
be alive. 

“I felt that I had a personal ter¬ 
rorist,” she said. “I had someone 
who was specifically targeting 
me, someone who had time and 
nothing else to do but think about 
how to hurt me. His death, I think, 
is the best thing to come out of this 
ordeal.” 

Jones said the man she was 
married to for more than 20 years 
was likable at first but his behav¬ 
ior became more erratic and his 
appearance disheveled. She said 
he used the courts to further tor¬ 
ture her after she filed for divorce 
in 2009 and after his arrest on a 
domestic violence charge at their 
home in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Authorities said Dwight Jones, 
56, remained bitter about his di¬ 
vorce years after they split and 
began confronting people linked 
to the breakup and shooting them. 
The shooting deaths happened 
over four days. Dwight Jones took 
his own life as police closed in on 
him at a Scottsdale extended-stay 


hotel where he lived for several 
years. 

Connie Jones’ current husband, 
former police detective Rick An¬ 
glin, first suspected the killings 
were committed by Dwight Jones. 
Anglin said he recognized the of¬ 
fices of those who were killed, 
including two paralegals who 
worked for the same firm as Con¬ 
nie Jones’ divorce attorney and a 
forensic psychiatrist who testified 
in the divorce case and alerted 
police. 

One paralegal, Veleria Sharp, 
48, had worked at the firm for 
about a year, and the other, Laura 
Anderson, 49, for 10 years, said the 
divorce attorney, Elizabeth Feld¬ 
man. The psychiatrist, Steven Pitt, 
59, testified in the divorce case 
that Dwight Jones had anxiety 
and mood disorders and he was at 
risk of using violence against his 
wife, child and himself. 

Connie Jones, a radiologist, was 
ordered in the divorce to provide 
financially for Dwight Jones for 
a few years. The two met while 
he was in the Army but she said 
he had trouble keeping a job over 
the years. He took the last of the 
money in 2016. 

She got the call about his death 
while she and Anglin were on va¬ 
cation. She said a sense of relief 
swept over her. 

She recalled her ex-husband 
trying to abduct their child and the 
death threats. When four protec¬ 
tion orders expired, she remained 
vigilant, using safe houses, rental 
cars and security, being careful 
not to create patterns. 

“For me, it would be the last 
time I would have to deal with 
him,” she said. 
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People read newspaper front pages Wednesday in Athens a day after 
a Greece-Macedonia agreement ending a decadeslong dispute over 
the latter’s name. 

Reaction mixed to 
Greece-Macedonia 
name change deal 


Iraqi cleric aligns with 
Iran-backed coalition 


By Sinan Salaheddin 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraqi Shiite cler¬ 
ic Muqtada al-Sadr, whose coali¬ 
tion won the largest number of 
seats in last month’s parliamen¬ 
tary elections, has announced an 
alliance with an Iran-backed co¬ 
alition ahead of marathon negoti¬ 
ations to form a new government. 

The move, announced by al- 
Sadr and Hadi al-Amiri, of the 
Fatah coalition in the revered 
southern Shiite city of N^af, 
came largely as a surprise as al- 
Sadr has been touting himself as 
a nationalist leader who opposes 
Iranian influence in Iraq. 

The new alliance controls 101 
seats, still far from the 165 re¬ 
quired for a m^ority. 

At a news conference Tuesday, 
both leaders underscored that 
their alliance is aimed at expedit¬ 
ing the formation of a new govern¬ 
ment and they called on others to 
join them. 

“We had a very positive meet¬ 
ing in order to end the suffering 


of the country and the people,” 
al-Sadr said. “Our new alliance 
is a nationalist one and within the 
national frames.” 

In the years following the 2003 
U.S.-led invasion that toppled Sad¬ 
dam Hussein, al-Sadr led militia¬ 
men who fought American troops 
in Iraq. Then they were backed 
by Iran, but in recent years the 
cleric presented himself as a na¬ 
tionalist leader opposed to Irani¬ 
an influence and waging a public 
campaign against corruption. 

His Sa’eroun alliance, which 
also includes the Communist 
Party and secular candidates, 
won 54 seats, followed by Fatah, a 
coalition of Shiite paramilitaries 
who fought Islamic State in past 
years, with 47 seats. Prime Min¬ 
ister Haider al-Abadi’s Victory 
alliance took 42 seats. 

Iraq’s May 12 election, the 
fourth since 2003, has been 
marred by allegations of fraud 
and irregularities. It saw the 
lowest turnout in 15 years due to 
widespread anger at the country’s 
dysfunctional political class. 


Last week, al-Abadi announced 
that a commission set up by the 
government to look into alleged 
irregularities in the vote found 
“unprecedented” violations and 
“widespread manipulation” and 
faulted election authorities for 
“not taking the needed measures 
or taking wrong ones.” It recom¬ 
mended a recount for 5 percent of 
the vote. 

Hours later, lawmakers voted 
on annulling results of ballots 
from abroad and camps for dis¬ 
placed people in four Sunni-dom¬ 
inated provinces, and called for a 
manual recount of all ballots. 

A few days later, a fire ripped 
through a Baghdad storage site 
for ballot boxes, drawing calls to 
redo the election as the country’s 
top judicial authority took over 
the Independent Elections Com¬ 
mission to prepare for the manual 
recount. 

During his weekly press con¬ 
ference Tuesday, al-Abadi ob¬ 
jected to a re-do of the elections, 
a position echoed by al-Sadr and 
al-Amiri. 


Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece — A historic 
deal ending a decadeslong dispute 
between neighbors Greece and 
Macedonia over the latter’s name 
met with mixed reactions in both 
countries Wednesday, with some 
welcoming the agreement and 
others horrified at what they see 
as unacceptable concessions. 

Under the deal reached be¬ 
tween the two countries’ prime 
ministers Tuesday, Macedonia 
will change its name to Repub- 
hc of North Macedonia and will 
amend its constitution. The agree¬ 
ment is expected to be signed this 
weekend. 

The name dispute has roused 
strong nationalist sentiments and 
poisoned the two countries’ rela¬ 
tions since Macedonia gained in¬ 
dependence from Yugoslavia in 
1991. Greece argues that the term 
“Macedonia” implied a claim on 
the territory and ancient heritage 
of its own northern province of the 
same name. 

The two prime ministers’ efforts 
to forge an agreement face strong 
dissent, with opponents staging 
large protests on both sides of 
the border. The issue threatened 
to split Greece’s governing coali¬ 
tion and provoked a rift between 
Macedonian Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev and President Gjorge 
Ivanov. 

New calls were circulating on 
social media for renewed street 
protests, with opponents on both 
sides arguing their prime minis¬ 
ters conceded too much to reach 


the deal. 

Zaev, accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Nikola Dimitrov, visited 
Ivanov on Wednesday to brief him 
on the deal. But Ivanov refused to 
discuss the issue and walked out 
of the meeting. 

Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras also faces opposition at 
home. 

Greek Defense Minister Panes 
Kammenos, whose right-wing 
Independent Greeks party is the 
coalition partner in Tsipras’ gov¬ 
ernment, said he would oppose 
an agreement in a parhamentary 
vote. This would leave the left- 
wing prime minister dependent 
on support from political oppo¬ 
nents to ratify the deal. 

On the streets of both capitals, 
reactions were mixed. 

“We lost the country; this is a 
disaster,” lawyer Mila Ivanovska, 
45, said in Skopje, the Macedonian 
capital, and began to cry. 

Greek opponents were equally 
angry. 

“You, Slavs from Skopje through 
the centuries, you have never been 
true Macedonians,” said Athenian 
resident Konstandinos Goutras. 

But for others the deal marks 
a welcome end to a protracted 
dispute. 

“North Macedonia is acceptable 
for me,” said Svetlana Jancevska, 
55, a music teacher in Skopje. 

The agreement should pave 
the way for the former Yugoslav 
republic to begin the process of 
acceding to NATO and the Euro¬ 
pean Union, and was welcomed by 
international officials. 



Bob Edme/AP 

Storms cause flooding in France 

A mother and her children look out from their house Wednesday at the level of flooding caused by heavy 
rain and thunderstorms in Salies-de-Beam, southwestern France. 


Japanese woman contacts police after ‘dead’ husband returns home 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — A Japanese wife has told po¬ 
lice the body she thought was her missing 
husband belonged to a stranger after her 
spouse turned up alive a year later. 

Tokyo pohce acknowledged Wednesday 
that the body found in a river in eastern 
Tokyo in June 2017 was of another man 


reported missing around the same time. 
Police apologized for the mix-up and said 
the remains would be returned to the right 
family. 

Police initially believed the body was of 
a man in his early 40s reported missing by 
his family three days earlier, and handed it 
over to them after “positive” identification 


by the wife and two relatives. The body 
has been cremated. The family earlier this 
month notified police that the man came 
home alive in May. Police refused to say 
where he was or what he was doing. 

The body of another missing man in his 
late 30s might have been misidentified be¬ 
cause both men were about the same height 


and age, Tokyo’s metropolitan police said. 
Bodies that are deemed unrelated to crime 
are usually returned to the families only 
after their visual inspections and without 
additional tests. 

The metropolitan police said they re¬ 
gretted the mistake and promised to take 
preventive measures. 
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Plane held up on 
tarmac by alligator 

PI ORLANDO — Most 
r L times it’s bad weather 
or bird strikes that delay flights. 
This time it was an alligator. 

Anthony Velardi said his plane 
had just landed at Orlando Inter¬ 
national Airport on Monday when 
he spotted the large reptile casu¬ 
ally lumbering across the tarmac 
toward a pond. He posted a 10- 
second video on Facebook. 

Velardi said the Spirit Airlines 
flight had to wait about five min¬ 
utes before it could taxi to the gate. 
He said an airport truck arrived at 
the pond to make sure the alhga- 
tor didn’t return to the runway. 

Man robs bank, makes 
his getaway in a cab 

||i| A PEABODY — A Bos- 
I w ton man charged with 

robbing a bank and making his 
getaway in a taxi is expected to 
be charged in two other bank 
robberies. 

Leo Willwerth, 31, was held 
without bail after pleading not 
guilty Tuesday to robbing a Pea¬ 
body bank Monday. 

Police alleged Willwerth 
claimed to have a bomb. After the 
teller handed him money he al¬ 
legedly ran to a nearby mall and 
jumped in a cab with a woman. 

With the help of the cab compa¬ 
ny, the vehicle was tracked to Bos¬ 
ton. State pohce said Willwerth 
will be charged with bank robber¬ 
ies in Boston on June 5 and 7. 

Inmates flood chief’s 
office with sewage 

LOUISVILLE — In- 
■ V 1 mates housed in an 
aging lockup flooded a Kentucky 
police chief’s office with sewage 
by flushing jumpsuits and shred¬ 
ded bedding down the toilets. 

A week after the wastewater 
overflow, more repairs are need¬ 
ed before Louisville Metro Chief 
Steve Conrad can use his office 
again. Police spokeswoman Jes¬ 
sie Halladay told news outlets 
he’s using another workspace in 
the meantime. 

The June 5 flooding was re¬ 
vealed during a Metro Council 
budget hearing Monday. 

The inmates were in a 1950s- 
era lockup above police head¬ 
quarters that was initially closed 
a decade ago because it didn’t 
meet safety standards. 

Shark caught; bigger 
shark then attacks it 

W A SANDBRIDGE — Sev- 
w eral researchers off 
the coast of Virginia recently got 
front-row seats to the cannibalistic 
nature of the great white shark. 

The Virginian-Pilot reported 
Monday that Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science researchers 
caught a 4-foot black tip shark on 
Friday during a long-line fishing 
survey. 

They were about 3 miles off the 
coast of Sandbridge when a 12- to 
13-foot great white showed up and 
stole the show — and the smaller 
shark. The crew scrambled to 
save the other sharks they caught 
while the great white tore into the 
black tip. 


THE CENSUS 


180 


The approximate number of patients that a Cherokee Nation hospital in Oklahoma is testing for HIV and hepati¬ 
tis after allegations that a nurse reused syringes to administer medications. Cherokee officials told the Tulsa 
World newspaper that the nurse violated protocols by using the same vial of medication and syringe 
to inject multiple intravenous bags at W.W. Hastings Hospital in Tahlequah. Officials said the nurse no 
longer works for the tribe. 



Raccoon caught in 
power lines starts fire 

I IX LAKE CITY 

I — Authorities said a 
raccoon that got up in power lines 
was responsible for a small brush 
fire in Weber County. 

The Salt Lake Tribune report¬ 
ed that Riverdale fire Chief Jared 
Sholly said Monday that the rac¬ 
coon accidentally set himself on 
fire and then fell off the power 
line, starting the brush fire. 

Sholly said firefighters went to 
the scene near Interstate 84 and 
Riverdale Road at 3 a.m. Mon¬ 
day. The fire was extinguished in 
about 20 minutes. 

Vehicle crashes into 
roadside hot dog stand 

■y I BERKELEY TOWN¬ 
IE S SHIP — Authorities said 


an SUV crashed into a roadside 
hot dog stand at the New Jer¬ 
sey shore, seriously injuring the 
stand’s owner. 

The crash occurred shortly 
after 8 a.m. Monday at the Wun- 
der Wiener stand on Route 9 
south in Berkeley Township. 

The stand’s owner, Gerald La¬ 
crosse, 74, was flown to a hos¬ 
pital. Witnesses told the Asbury 
Park Press he was conscious 
and talking when emergency re¬ 
sponders arrived and removed 
him from the debris. 

Report: Man offered 
2 pythons to officer 

PI CORAL SPRINGS 
r L — Authorities said a 
Florida man tried to sell members 
of the longest snake species in the 
world to an undercover officer. 

The Sun-Sentinel cited a report 
from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 


Conservation Commission that 
says authorities received a tip that 
two reticulated pythons were list¬ 
ed for sale online. An undercover 
officer then met with Cody Griffin 
in a parking lot of a TGI Friday’s 
restaurant in Coral Springs. 

The two juvenile snakes were 
seized and turned over to a li¬ 
censed facihty. Each was about 
5 feet long; the southern Asia na¬ 
tives can grow up to 20 feet. A spe¬ 
cial permit is required to own a 
reticulated python in Florida. 

New bourbon flavored 
by rodent secretions 

ly U TAMWORTH — Bea- 
ver-flavored whiskey, 

anyone? 

A New Hampshire distillery 
has a new bourbon, Eau De Muse, 
flavored partly by secretions 
from a beaver’s castor sacs. 

Tamworth Distilling says the 


‘God Bless 
America’ on 
the move 

The Seward Johnson sculpture 
titled “God Bless America,” 
based on the 1930 painting 
“American Gothic” by artist 
Grant Wood, was installed 
at Central Park in downtown 
Elkhart, Ind., in May 2017. It 
was taken down on Monday and 
will be moved to Anamosa, Iowa. 

Photos by Santiago Flores, 

South Bend (Ind.) Tribune/AP 


secretions, called castoreum, 
have a history of being used as a 
flavoring and is on a small list of 
FDA ingredients called “gener¬ 
ally recognized as safe.” 

Spilled potatoes close 
section of interstate 

|#Q SALINA — A 6-mile 
■ stretch of Interstate 

70 in eastern Kansas was closed 
for nearly six hours as workers 
picked up a semitrailer load of 
potatoes. 

The Kansas Highway Patrol 
said the potatoes were dumped 
Tuesday morning in Saline 
County near Solomon when the 
driver hit a bridge rail, separat¬ 
ing the truck and trailer. 

The trailer landed in a ditch, 
and the truck caught fire. The 
load of potatoes spilled, covering 
the road. No one was hurt. 

From wire reports 
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Laura Roberts, Invision/AP 

Brian Kelley, left, and Tyler Hubbard of Florida Georgia Line perform at the 2018 CMA Music Festival in Nashville on June 10. The 
chart-topping act has also been spending time building up Tree Vibez, its publishing company. “We’ve been on a hot streak lately,” 
said Hubbard as he stood on one of the balconies with Kelley. “I feel like all our writers are inspired. I don’t know if it’s this build¬ 
ing. There’s such a cool energy here, and I think that comes through and translates through the songs.” 


By Kristin M. Hall 

Associated Press 

C ountry duo Florida Georgia Line 
has built its career one hit song 
at a time thanks to key collabo¬ 
rations, while also taking quiet 
steps to establish a lasting songwriting 
legacy in Nashville. 

Since blasting into the music scene in 
2012 with “Cruise,” featuring Nelly, the 
duo of Tyler Hubbard and Brian Kelley is 
once again commanding the charts with 
Bebe Rexha on their co-written midtem- 
po smash “Meant to Be.” The pop cross¬ 
over hit is already three times platinum 
and surpassed the number of weeks that 
“Cruise” spent on top the Billboard Hot 
Country chart. “Meant To Be” has been 
at the top for 28 weeks now, marking the 
longest time for a song by a woman to 
reign at No. 1, but it’s still behind the all- 


time country chart leader “Body Like a 
Back Road” by Sam Hunt at 34 weeks. 

But aside from the unprecedented 
chart success, the duo has been invest¬ 
ing a lot of their time in building up their 
publishing company. Tree Vibez, and its 
roster of more than a half dozen writers, 
producers and artists. 

In the posh Hillsboro Village neighbor¬ 
hood of Nashville, Hubbard and Kelley 
talked about the importance of songwrit¬ 
ing inside their Tree Vibez headquarters. 
The front of the building is the clothing 
store that Kelley and his wife Brittney 
own, but the rest of the building has sun¬ 
lit rooms filled with guitars, including a 
studio, an office and small balconies that 
look out onto leafy magnolia trees and the 
nearby campus of Belmont University, 
where they met as students. 

“We’ve been on a hot streak lately,” 
said Hubbard as he stood on one of the 


balconies with Kelley. “I feel like all our 
writers are inspired. I don’t know if it’s 
this building. There’s such a cool energy 
here, and I think that comes through and 
translates through the songs.” 

Florida Georgia Line is arguably the 
biggest duo in country music since Brooks 
& Dunn, and their genre-less approach to 
country music has gained them both plenty 
of fans and haters. They have three of the 
five longest-leading songs atop Billboard’s 
Hot Country chart, including “Cruise,” 
“H.O.L.Y.” and now “Meant To Be.” 

“They tend to write the songs that make 
the whole world sing,” said Craig Wise¬ 
man, writer and owner of Big Loud, the 
pubhshing, management and record com¬ 
pany that initially signed the duo. 

They’ve collaborated with artists like 
The Chainsmokers, Hailee Steinfeld and 
the Backstreet Boys and have teased new 


collaborations with Jason Derulo and 
Jason Aldean that will be on their upcom¬ 
ing fourth album, which doesn’t have an 
official release date yet. 

“Meant to Be” came out of an improb¬ 
able last-minute co-write in Los Ange¬ 
les set up by their respective managers. 
Hubbard said they were at a loss for ideas 
as they headed over to the studio when 
his wife Hayley offered some advice. “We 
were all talking about what’s this going to 
be like, and who is Bebe Rexha, anyway?” 
Hubbard said. “My wife says, ‘You know 
what, you’ve already written a great song 
today. If it’s meant to be, it’ll be. Don’t 
worry about it.’” 

Within hours, the three took that line 
and made it the chorus of the song. Al¬ 
though initially marketed as a pop song, 
the song quickly crossed over to country 
markets. Rexha has clapped back at crit¬ 
ics who have questioned whether “Meant 
To Be” belongs on the country chart. 

“I just think some people are small 
minded,” Rexha said at the Academy of 
Country Music Awards in Las Vegas in 
April, where they all performed. “And 
what’s happening with country music 
and the country world, it’s expanding. 
And you know Maren Morris over there, 
she is doing that also with Zedd and doing 
her own thing. And I think that’s really 
special. It’s like blurring the lines a little 
bit. I like shaking things up.” 

Hubbard said the song introduced 
them to new international audience, while 
Rexha “gained a bunch of redneck fans.” 

“I don’t ever think we’re writing for 
FGL anymore,” Hubbard said. “I think 
we’re just writing a hit song, and then it 
goes where it goes. Usually if another art¬ 
ist is in the room, we’re trying to write 
their next single.” 

The pair has survived being initially 
painted as bro-country partiers follow¬ 
ing their first album, “Here’s to the Good 
Times.” Each successive album has al¬ 
lowed them to reshape their image as they 
write about their faith and their families. 
Both are married, and Hubbard is a new 
father to a baby girl. Their newest single, 
“Simple,” is yet another re-invention with 
a more stripped-down, folk-rock sound. 

After honored as trailblazers by Bill¬ 
board magazine recently, Kelley said 
they’ve been successful by not following 
a traditional path in country music. 

“I think a trailblazer is someone that 
finds a different piece of real estate that 
they can own in the country music indus¬ 
try, in a sense,” said Kelley. “We found our 
piece of real estate and owned it.” 


Barbra Streisand gives early nod of approval to Lady Gaga’s ‘A Star Is Born’ 


From wire reports 

Barbra Streisand’s “A Star Is 
Born” is being reborn online with 
scenes she’d cut from the 1976 
movie. 

Long known as a perfectionist, 
Streisand tinkered with the film 
to restore an exchange between 
the star-crossed lovers played by 
her and Kris Kristofferson and an 
instrumental take on the Oscar- 
winning tune “Evergreen.” 

The romantic drama, coming to 
Netflix along with other Streisand 
projects, isn’t the only “Star” on 
the horizon: A new version with 
Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper 
will be in theaters this fall. 

Streisand is giving an early 
thumbs-up to the fourth version 
of the romance between a rising 
young performer and a fading 
one, which Cooper directed. 

“What I saw of it was very 
good,” Streisand said. “It feels 
reminiscent of mine, but they 


added some new things which I 
liked, too.... I’m sure it’ll work.” 

She compared “A Star Is Born” 
to other classic tales that remain 
compelling. “The story works. It 
worked in 1937. It worked in 1954, 
it worked in 1976 and it’s going to 
work in 2018. ... It’s Romeo and 
Juliet — everyone knows the end¬ 
ing, but they like watching how 
we get there.” 

Streisand’s revised “Star” will 
be available on Netflix as part of 
a deal that includes some of her 
1960s TV specials. Release dates 
were not announced. 

Director: Role cut 
because of ‘narrative’ 

Matt Damon was left out of this 
heist. 

The 47-year-old actor had an¬ 
nounced he would be reprising 
his role as Linus Caldwell from 
the original “Ocean’s Eleven” 


in the all-female reboot back in 
February, but his familiar mug 
was conspicuously absent when 
“Ocean’s 8” opened last week. 

Director Gary Ross said his 
omission was all about the story. 

“(Picking the cameos) is an 
eclectic process of: How does it 
fit in the story and how is the nar¬ 
rative unfolding?” Ross told The 
Hollywood Reporter. “This more 
than any movie I’ve done had a 
really copious editorial process 
where you play with stuff, you 
find stuff I’ve never shot any¬ 
thing after I’ve wrapped on any 
other movie before, but in a heist 
movie and an ensemble movie, 
you’re still working on the play. 
And we did a bunch of that, and 
so that was satisfying as well.” 

While Carl Reiner’s return to 
cantankerous Saul Bloom was 
also left on the cutting room floor, 
Damon’s stands out amid a protest 
over his brush-off of the #MeToo 
movement. A petition that had 


garnered more than 28,000 sig¬ 
natures as of Monday called for 
Damon to be removed from the 
“empowering film for women.” 
Warner Brothers never acknowl¬ 
edged the petition or the contro¬ 
versy, but the critics got their wish 
anyway, even if not for the right 
reason. “There were a lot of peo¬ 
ple who were gracious to us that 
just for editorial and storytelling 
reasons didn’t make it in and some 
who did,” Ross told the Hollywood 
Reporter. “If you know, we ended 
up shooting probably another 10 
days afterwards, so there’s a lot of 
material and a lot of shaping. But it 
really just comes to storytelling.” 

Other news 

■ John Travolta has gotten 
quite the celebration at a New 
York City pizza joint made fa¬ 
mous in his hit movie “Saturday 
Night Fever.” Lenny’s Pizza in 
Brooklyn was highlighted in the 


1977 blockbuster when Travolta’s 
Tony Manero character ordered 
two slices and ate them one on top 
of the other as he walked down 
the street. The restaurant has 
become a popular tourist spot. 
Travolta joined hundreds of fans 
on Tuesday at a ceremony outside 
Lenny’s, which also named a slice 
in his honor. The Daily News re¬ 
ports the event also promoted 
Travolta’s new movie, “Gotti,” in 
which he portrays the late Mafia 
boss John Gotti. 

■ “The President is Miss¬ 
ing,” the thriller Bill Clinton co¬ 
wrote with James Patterson, sold 
250,000 copies its first week. Al¬ 
fred A. Knopf and Little, Brown 
and Co., the book’s co-publishers, 
announced Wednesday that the 
number includes hardcover, e- 
book and audio sales. “The Presi¬ 
dent is Missing” spent much of 
last week at No. 1 on Amazon.com 
and elsewhere. 
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Judge approves AT&T-Time Warner merger 


By Marcy Gordon 
AND Mae Anderson 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge approved the $85 billion 
mega-merger of AT&T and Time 
Warner on Tuesday, potentially 
ushering in a wave of media 
consolidation while shaping how 
much consumers pay for stream¬ 
ing TV and movies. 

U.S. District Judge Richard 
Leon green-lit the merger with¬ 
out imposing m^or conditions 
as some experts had expected. 
The Trump Justice Department 
had sued to block the $85 billion 
merger, arguing that it would 
hurt competition in cable and 
satellite TV and jack up costs to 


consumers for streaming TV and 
movies. 

Now, the phone and pay-TV 
giant AT&T will be allowed to 
absorb the owner of CNN, HBO, 
the Warner Bros, movie studio, 
“Game of Thrones,” coveted 
sports programming and other 
“must-see” shows. The Justice 
Department could appeal the rul¬ 
ing, although it said only that it is 
considering its options. 

The ruling could open the 
floodgates to deal-making in the 
fast-changing worlds of entertain¬ 
ment production and distribution. 
M^or cable, satellite and phone 
companies are bulking up with 
purchases of entertainment con¬ 
glomerates to compete against ri¬ 
vals born on the internet such as 


Amazon and Google. 

A combined AT&T-Time War¬ 
ner could also get a boost from 
Monday’s official end of net neu¬ 
trality — the Obama-era rules 
that barred broadband and wire¬ 
less companies from favoring 
their own services to the detri¬ 
ment of rivals such as Netflix. 
AT&T and Verizon now can give 
priority on their networks to their 
own movies and TV shows, while 
hurting rivals such as Amazon, 
YouTube and future startups. 

“The impact from this decision 
will have wide-reaching ramifi¬ 
cations across the telecommuni¬ 
cations, media and tech industry 
for decades to come,” said GBH 
Insights analyst Dan Ives. 

The merger would combine 


a company that produces news 
and entertainment with one that 
funnels that programming to 
consumers. AT&T cast it as a nec¬ 
essary step at a time when people 
spend more time watching video 
on phones and tablets and less 
time on traditional live TV on a 
big screen. 

Leon said the government 
failed to prove that the merger 
would lead to higher prices and 
other harm to consumers. De¬ 
spite Justice Department lawyers 
taking their “best shot,” he said, 
their evidence was “too thin a 
reed for this court to rely on.” 

Leon added that he wouldn’t 
temporarily block the merger for 
a possible appeal by the govern¬ 
ment. The “drop dead” deadline 


Fox with Disney or Comcast could be next big union 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Comcast will 
likely bid for Fox’s entertainment 
business now that a federal judge 
has cleared AT&T’s $85 billion 
takeover of Time Warner. 

If Comcast succeeds in out¬ 
bidding Disney for Fox, a m^jor 
cable distributor would control 
even more channels on its lineup 
and those of its rivals. There are 
fears that it could lead to high¬ 
er cable bills or hinder online 
alternatives. 

But U.S. District Judge Rich¬ 
ard Leon cleared the AT&T deal 
Tuesday despite similar fears. 

Comcast isn’t likely the only 
mega-media bid in the works. 
There will probably be a rush to 
consolidate. Even if a company 
doesn’t need to get bigger right 
away, it might need to do so to pre¬ 
vent a competitor from doing so. 


Here’s a look at some of the com¬ 
binations that will transform the 
media landscape and change how 
people consume entertainment: 

■ Fox with Disney or Com¬ 
cast. Disney has made a $52.4 
billion all-stock offer for the bulk 
of Twenty-First Century Fox, in¬ 
cluding the studios behind the 
“Avatar” movies, “The Simpsons” 
and “Modern Family,” along with 
National Geographic. Marvel 
would get back the characters 
previously licensed to Fox, reunit¬ 
ing X-Men with the Avengers. 

But Comcast has said it is pre¬ 
paring an all-cash offer that is su¬ 
perior to Disney’s. 

For Disney, a successful Com¬ 
cast bid could make Disney’s 
planned streaming service less 
attractive. 

■ Sprint and T-Mobile. In April, 
the two telecom companies an¬ 
nounced a $26.5 billion combina¬ 


tion. The deal would combine the 
nation’s third- and fourth-largest 
wireless companies and bulk them 
up to a similar size to Verizon and 
AT&T, the industry giants. 

The worry is that with just three 
mgjor carriers, there would be less 
incentive to keep innovating on 
prices and service. T-Mobile and 
Sprint might even raise prices now 
that they don’t have to try to poach 
customers off each other. 

■ CBS and Viacom. CBS has 
resisted pressure from its control¬ 
ling shareholder. National Amuse¬ 
ments, to merge with Viacom, 
which also is controlled by Nation¬ 
al Amusements. The two compa¬ 
nies used to be one but separated 
in 2005. A combination would re¬ 
unite CBS’ television business 
with Viacom’s production studios, 
similar to the arrangements now 
in place at NBC owner Comcast 
and ABC owner Disney. 


■ Verizon. Verizon, which 
bought AOL and Yahoo in recent 
years, could be on the prowl for 
other entertainment properties. 
Verizon wants to challenge Google 
and Facebook in the huge and lu¬ 
crative field of digital advertising 
— and having more content could 
help. There’s speculation that CBS 
could be a potential target. 


MARKET WATCH 


June 12, 2018 

Dow Jones -1.58 

industrials 25,320.73 

Nasdaq 4337 

composite 7,703.79 

Standard & 4.35 

Poor’s 500 2,786.85 

Russell 7 02 


for completing the merger is June 
21. If it’s not wrapped up by then, 
either company could walk away, 
and AT&T would have to pay a 
$500 million breakup fee. 

John Bergmayer, senior coun¬ 
sel at the consumer group Pub¬ 
lic Knowledge, said the decision 
could have long-lasting negative 
effects thanks to “the many other 
mergers it will encourage.” 

AT&T general counsel David 
McAtee said the company plans 
to close the deal on or before June 
20. 
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Singapore (Dollar). 1.3355 

South Korea (Won). 1,084.66 

Switzerland (Franc). 0.9853 

Thailand (Baht).32.12 

Turkey (New Lira). 4.6464 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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OPINION _ 

Don’t dismiss the summit so quickly 


By Michael O’Hanlon 
Special to The Washington Post 

A consensus seems to be emerg¬ 
ing in much of Washington that 
President Donald Trump gave 
away too much and got too little 
in his summit meeting with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore this week. 
Granting the Hermit Kingdom’s brutal dic¬ 
tator a photo op with the leader of the free 
world, promising to suspend large-scale 
U.S.-South Korean military exercises, of¬ 
fering to find a way to guarantee North 
Korea’s security and virtually ignoring the 
country’s horrible human rights record 
— all while getting little out of Kim other 
than the usual vague, nonbinding promise 
to denuclearize — might seem a long way 
from the art of the deal. 

Critics’ warnings about not celebrating 
prematurely or awarding the Nobel Peace 
Prize just yet are warranted. But unlike 
the case with his demeaning treatment of 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
just days before, in this one, there may be 
a method to Trump’s madness. There is at 
least reason to hope for a successful arms 
control and broader detente process. 

Consider first some of Trump’s purport¬ 
edly excessive giveaways. Yes, there was a 
lot of pomp and circumstance at this sum¬ 
mit, and perhaps a bit too much fawning 
over the North Korean strongman. But if 
diplomacy is to have a chance, some effort 
to build camaraderie is sensible — espe¬ 
cially after the volleys of insults between 
Trump and Kim in 2017 seemed to bring 
the world to the brink of war. Similarly, 
every American president of the past 
quarter century has paid more attention to 
North Korea’s nuclear program than to the 
country’s abysmal human rights record. 
The latter should never be forgotten, but 


Trump followed the same strategic logic 
of his three White House predecessors 
in recognizing the need to emphasize the 
threat North Korea poses to his own nation 
and its allies. 

Trump made mistakes, of course. For 
example, he should not have called the 
U.S.-South Korean joint military exercises 
that take place twice a year with well over 
20,000 troops “provocative.” But they are 
indeed large and, yes, they are expensive. 
They are also replaceable. In the United 
States, the military rarely conducts such 
enormous training activities. Even its 
larger drills, such as those at the Army’s 
National Training Center and the Marines’ 
Camp Pendleton in California, or the Na¬ 
vy’s Top Gun School and the Air Force’s 
Weapons School, generally involve no more 
than a few thousand personnel. The huge 
exercises with South Korea produce mili¬ 
tary benefits, but their larger purpose is 
to show strength and resolve. The crucial 
military purposes of the exercises can still 
be achieved by breaking them into smaller 
pieces. 

It is true the international sanctions 
regime of “maximum pressure” against 
North Korea, imposed in the aftermath 
of its three intercontinental ballistic-mis¬ 
sile tests and one nuclear test in 2017, is 
already gradually weakening. That is a 
regrettable, but almost inevitable, casualty 
of a promising diplomatic process. Trump 
needs to be attentive to this dynamic and 
his administration should warn countries 
such as China against outright defiance of 
the ban. But none of the sanctions has yet 
been suspended or lifted, so the concern is 
sometimes overblown. 

Maintaining a hopeful view of the sum¬ 
mit and of what it means for U.S.-North 
Korean relations will be sustainable only if 
Pyongyang’s behavior improves meaning¬ 


fully and permanently. Kim’s moratorium 
on testing nuclear weapons and long-range 
missiles is a start, but only a start. North 
Korea is, even today, surely still enrich¬ 
ing uranium, reprocessing plutonium and 
building bombs, as well as longer-range 
rockets. 

The onus is therefore now squarely on 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, given 
his post-summit charge to undertake sub¬ 
stantive negotiations. Near-term denucle¬ 
arization of North Korea according to a 
Libya, South Africa or Ukraine model 
is not realistic. But Pompeo does need to 
make real progress this year in stopping 
North Korea from increasing its nuclear 
and longer-range missile arsenals. That 
will require getting North Korea to submit 
a database of its nuclear facilities and de¬ 
ploying international inspectors to those 
sites. (Searching for undeclared sites will 
also be necessary.) The inspectors will 
have to confirm the nuclear facilities have 
been shut down, ultimately ensuring that 
centrifuges and other weapons production 
systems have been dismantled and shipped 
out of the country. 

As progress down this path is made, 
some of the recent UN. sanctions that tar¬ 
get the North Korean regime’s main trade 
avenues could be suspended, then lifted, 
and a peace treaty concluded. Other sanc¬ 
tions, especially those codified in U.S. law, 
should be maintained until Pyongyang 
truly does disarm. That latter goal may 
take years to achieve. 

Only when we see whether North Korea 
will go along with this kind of plan and 
begin its verifiable implementation will we 
really know how to evaluate what just hap¬ 
pened in Singapore. 

IviTcTiaei O^Hanion is a senior fellow in 

foreign poiicy at the Brookings institution. 


In his deal with Trump, Kim gave up very little 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
redit President Donald Trump for 
seizing the diplomatic moment at 
the Singapore summit. But the 
person who most shaped this ex¬ 
traordinary encounter was North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un — who is indeed, as 
Trump said Tuesday, a “very talented” 
young man who has achieved something 
that “one out of 10,000 probably couldn’t 
do.” 

It’s almost a magic trick, what Kim has 
accomplished: He has obtained Trump as 
a partner in rebranding his poor, brutally 
autocratic country as a modem condo-re- 
sort investment project. He has offered a 
vague promise to “work toward complete 
denuclearization” and somehow convinced 
Trump to describe the thin, half-page 
summit communique as a “very compre¬ 
hensive” agreement. 

Perhaps this deal will lead eventually to 
the complete, verifiable, irreversible de¬ 
nuclearization that Trump had proclaimed 
was his goal. But for now, Kim has given up 
very little militarily, in return for a public 
embrace from the world’s most powerful 
nation. Most important, Kim has obtained, 
again at minimal cost, a pledge that Amer¬ 
ica will halt military exercises with South 
Korea, undercutting the most significant 
check against his regime. 

Trump celebrated his skill as a deal- 
maker after Tuesday’s summit: “That’s 
what I do. My whole life has been deals. 
I’ve done great at it.” But more striking was 
this latest demonstration of his calling as a 
reality television star, with a born actor’s 
flair for the dramatic and a self-mesmer¬ 


izing ability to speak every line, however 
dubious, as if it were true. 

Maybe this is “The Apprentice: Korean 
Dictator Edition,” in which Trump is the 
mentor for an up-and-coming “big guy.” 
Watching the clasped elbows and back 
pats, you could almost forget that Kim had 
killed an uncle and a half brother on the 
way to Singapore. Trump explained his re¬ 
spect for “anybody that takes over a situ¬ 
ation like he did at 26 years of age and is 
able to run it and run it tough.” Kim, you’re 
hired! 

I don’t mean to minimize the summit’s 
potential benefit for the world. The world is 
safer than it was a week ago, and Trump is 
getting some deserved global applause. 

But we should see the Singapore meet¬ 
ing for what it is. Kim set this ball rolling 
five years ago, with a little-noticed call for 
“denuclearization of the Korean Penin¬ 
sula” and “high-level talks” with the U.S. 
Since then, Kim has deftly maneuvered 
the twists and turns — defying a threat of 
“fire and fury” obliteration from Trump 
last year to complete development of a 
nuclear-tipped missile that could threaten 
America. Once Kim had obtained this ca¬ 
pability in November, he began to pivot to¬ 
ward negotiations. 

It was a breathtaking piece of mutual 
audacity for Kim and Trump to push each 
other to the edge of the cliff and then walk 
back. But by Tuesday, it was clear that 
Kim was getting more than he was giv¬ 
ing, and that Trump wanted the summit 
so badly that he was prepared to swallow 
some of his earlier demands. This seems 
like the sort of deal — opening the door for 
Pyongyang in exchange for unanchored 
promises — that national security adviser 
John Bolton has been warning about for 25 


years. 

I think Trump is right in betting that 
American-led modernization and econom¬ 
ic growth will, over time, bring political 
changes that can diminish a potential nu¬ 
clear threat to America and its allies. But 
I wonder: Does it occur to Trump that this 
is precisely the bet that President Barack 
Obama made with the Iran nuclear agree¬ 
ment, aka (in Trump-speak) “the worst 
deal ever made”? The main difference 
is that Obama got a real, verifiable com¬ 
mitment to destroy Iran’s nuclear stock¬ 
pile before making any mqjor American 
concessions. 

A final, astonishing aspect of Tuesday’s 
summit was Trump’s gratuitous swipe at 
South Korea, a faithful democratic ally. I 
don’t just mean Trump’s sudden decision 
to shelve “provocative” U.S.-South Korean 
military exercises; America still has plen¬ 
ty of military power nearby, if needed. And 
let’s even accept Trump’s insistence that 
“at some point” America should remove its 
roughly 30,000 troops — even though their 
presence reassures South Korea, Japan 
and even China. 

No, the truly amazing Trump insult was 
to suggest that President Moon Jae-in made 
his bold opening to Kim to reduce a threat 
to the Pyeongchang Olympics and thereby 
make money. “They weren’t exactly sell¬ 
ing tickets,” Trump said at Tuesday’s press 
conference. “It sold like wildfire” after 
North Korea agreed to participate, said 
Trump, ever the crass merchandiser. 

Diplomacy isn’t always pretty. Dubious 
people sometimes do very good things. So 
let’s celebrate Trump’s success in Singa¬ 
pore, and hope that someone can translate 
President Ronald Reagan’s injunction to 
“trust but verify” into Korean. 
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OPINION _ 

Trump’s amoral approach to Kim may work 



By Leonid Bershidsky 

Bloomberg News 

D onald Trump and Kim Jong Un 
didn’t agree on anything of glob¬ 
al importance, and the grandi¬ 
ose photo opportunity that took 
place in Singapore probably benefited Kim 
more than it did Trump. But the beauty 
of the moment is that Trump doesn’t care 
about that sort of thing, and that could be 
good for world peace. 

Consistency isn’t generally one of 
Trump’s strengths. Even at his Singapore 
press conference on Tuesday, he first said 
North Koreans’ human rights had been 
discussed only briefly at the summit and 
then contradicted himself, saying the dis¬ 
cussion had taken place “at great length.” 
But Trump has been consistent about 
one thing: A meeting with anyone is “no 
big deal.” It’s not a royal honor to bestow 
and not a human rights prize to award. It 
doesn’t cost much even when the U.S. pres¬ 
ident is involved. It’s just a meeting. 

Trump had no compunction about set¬ 
ting up a row of alternating U.S. and North 
Korean flags as the backdrop for the photo 
op, or about shaking Kim’s hand. The op¬ 
tics pointed to a meeting of equals, which 
is preposterous on any number of levels. To 
Trump, though, Kim appears to be a fellow 
celebrity, a “very talented person” and a 
“good negotiator.” 

Very talented? Didn’t Kim inherit his 
country at 27 or 28 (his exact age is not 
known; Trump said 26 and was likely 
wrong), “run it tough” and manage to hold 
on to power? That’s Trump’s measure of 
talent anyhow. Is being a dictator more de¬ 
manding than serving as a democratically 
elected leader? There’s no easy answer 
to that question, and Trump doesn’t care 
about complicated ones. 

It was likely in the same spirit that 
Trump suggested Russia get back its G- 


8 seat; other Western leaders rejected it 
outright because they treat their club as 
a gathering of the righteous. Trump, who 
isn’t righteous himself by any stretch of the 
imagination, takes every chance he gets to 
mock the sanctimony. 

It’s also in the same spirit that he calls 
the Clinton administration a “regime” — a 
word previous administrations would have 
reserved for foreign autocracies. It’s not 
just an insult; any government is a regime 
to Trump. 

Trump reduces all the moral issues that 
exist in global politics to the ethos of a ce¬ 
lebrity gathering, where people know in¬ 
convenient truths about each other but still 
smile, shake hands and chat. They may 
have said nasty things about each other 
in public, but in private, they are on first- 
name terms, if not necessarily chummy. 

This may feel wrong, especially after 
eight years of President Barack Obama’s 
attempts at moral leadership — which, it 
must be said, didn’t help resolve a single 
mqjor global issue. But it’s not necessarily a 
bad mode of operation. When leaders know 
each other, relatively minor concessions, 
important nonetheless to a lot of ordinary 
people, such as the repatriation of the re¬ 
mains of U.S. Korean War dead or the re¬ 
turn of the Japanese abductees, are easier 
to achieve. The return of the U.S. soldiers’ 
remains is one of the few specific items on 
which Trump and Kim signed off 

In 1995, Russian Prime Minister Vik¬ 
tor Chernomyrdin made a phone call to 
Shamil Basayev, a Chechen terrorist who 
had just seized 1,600 hostages in the town 
of Budyonnovsk. He was often mocked for 
negotiating the hostages’ release and Ba- 
sayev’s retreat (the warlord was killed in a 
Russian special operation in 2006), but he 
likely saved hundreds of lives just by plac¬ 
ing that call. Trump’s advances to Kim are 
a Los Angeles movie party version of those 
events. 


The “very special bond” Trump said he 
had developed with Kim may turn out to 
be junk. The declaration the two leaders 
signed is mostly a commitment to fur¬ 
ther negotiations, and it can easily lead to 
nothing, as many times in the past. But a 
personal breaking of the ice is worth some¬ 
thing, and a permanent channel of commu¬ 
nication isn’t worthless, either. A stop to 
U.S.-led military exercises on the Korean 
Peninsula and a moratorium on further 
North Korean nuclear testing — earlier 
proposed by China — are small but use¬ 
ful steps toward peace, even if China will 
probably make sure now that international 
sanctions don’t hurt the Kim regime too 
much. 

Trump revealed at the Singapore press 
conference that he hoped his simple tactic 

— threaten “fire and fury,” then make nice 

— will work with Iran, too, and the Iranian 


leaders will sit down with him to make a 
better nuclear deal. If — and that’s a big 
“if” — that happens. Trump will likely call 
them “very talented” too. 

The U.S. president is taking a gamble 
with his amoral, transactional approach, 
and he will be derided and despised if he 
fails. On the other hand, he already faces 
so much derision, contempt and hatred 
that he doesn’t stand to lose much. And 
he’d look even more incongruous attempt¬ 
ing the moral leadership spiel. Trump 
shouldn’t be condemned merely for trying 
a different tack, and he should be com¬ 
mended if any results are achieved — even 
if all he manages to do is bring the fallen 
soldiers home. 

Leonid Bershidsky is a Bloomberg columnist 
covering European politics and business. He was 
the founding editor of the Russian business daily 
Vedomosti and founded the opinion website Sion. 


China’s the biggest winner in Trump-Kim summit 


By Josh Rogin 

The Washington Post 

I n Chinese President Xi Jinping’s wild¬ 
est dreams, he could not have envi¬ 
sioned a better outcome of President 
Donald Trump’s summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un — at least as it 
concerns Beijing’s interests. 

After one day of meetings. Trump 
agreed to halt U.S.-South Korea military 
exercises, doing exactly what the Chinese 
government proposed ahead of the summit. 
Trump publicly stated he wants to remove 
all U.S. troops from South Korea, which 
would be a huge strategic windfall for 
China. Trump acknowledged that China is 
busting sanctions on North Korea, but in¬ 
dicated there’s nothing he can do about it. 
And Trump legitimized the North Korean 
regime, beginning a long process that will 
keep Beijing as a key player with huge le¬ 
verage on both sides. 

“Trump loves to characterize things 
as winners and losers, and Xi Jinping ap¬ 
pears to be the biggest winner of all after 
the historic Trump-Kim summit,” said 
Theresa Fallon, director of the Centre for 
Russia Europe Asia Studies. 

Only a few months ago, the Beijing- 
Pyongyang relationship was on the rocks. 
But Xi and Kim have patched things up, co¬ 
ordinated their strategy and now — thanks 
to Trump — achieved their desired sum¬ 
mit outcome. Meanwhile, Trump’s conces¬ 
sions risk alienating allies, undermining 
the U.S. strategic posture in East Asia and 
endorsing China’s preferred frame for the 


diplomacy. In fact, the “deal” that Trump 
and Kim agreed to in Singapore is essen¬ 
tially the “freeze-for-freeze” arrangement 
that was originally put forth by Beijing. 

“Eroding trust in U.S. alliances is a key 
win for Xi Jinping,” Fallon said. “Beijing 
wanted ‘freeze for freeze’ and no joint 
exercises, which is exactly what Trump 
delivered for apparently no trade-off what¬ 
soever. So much for art of the deal.” 

Trump didn’t just pause U.S.-South Ko¬ 
rean military exercises. He used China 
and North Korea’s own rhetoric to criticize 
the exercises, which previously the United 
States has defended as necessary for mili¬ 
tary readiness and deterrence. 

“We will be stopping the war games,” 
Trump said at his Tuesday news con¬ 
ference. “We’ll be saving a tremendous 
amount of money. Plus, it is very provoca¬ 
tive,” he added. 

In that same news conference. Trump 
admitted he still wants to remove all US. 
troops from South Korea. Trump has been 
talking about that privately for years. But 
on Tuesday, he said he aspired to include 
U.S. troop reductions in future negotia¬ 
tions with Pyongyang. 

“I want to get our soldiers out. I want 
to bring our soldiers back home. We have 
right now 32,000 soldiers in South Korea,” 
Trump said. “... That’s not part of the 
(North Korea) equation right now. At some 
point, I hope it will be.” 

Trump also handed Beijing a win in its 
drive to undermine the “maximum pres¬ 
sure” campaign led by the United States, 


South Korea and Japan. Trump not only 
said he would hold off imposing new sanc¬ 
tions on North Korea, he also admitted that 
China was not enforcing sanctions strictly 
and then shrugged it off 

“President Xi of China ... has really 
closed up that border, maybe a little less 
so over the last couple of months, but that’s 
OK,” Trump said. “I think over the last two 
months, the border is more open than it 
was when we first started. But that is what 
it is,” he said. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry on Tues¬ 
day upped the ante by calling for sanc¬ 
tions relief for North Korea to build off the 
goodwill from the Trump-Kim meeting. 
Beijing is happy to agree with Trump that 
the summit was a success just because it 
happened. 

“The fact that leaders from both coun¬ 
tries can sit together and have an equal 
conversation already has significant 
meaning. This is creating a new history, 
and Beijing welcomes and supports such 
outcome,” Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said in a statement. 

Former CIA Director Michael Hayden 
told me that having a good meeting with 
Kim that opens up a process for future 
talks is a positive thing. But we should not 
think North Korea has agreed to anything 
new, and we must realize we paid a high 
price. 

“We paid for it by giving both the ap¬ 
pearance and the reality — through the 
president’s words — a sense of equivalency 
to one of the world’s worst dictators,” he 


said. “And all we got out of it was an agree¬ 
ment to think about agreeing sometime in 
the future.” 

As an additional bonus for China, Trump 
has thrown confusion into America’s alli¬ 
ances with South Korea and Japan. Seoul’s 
Blue House spokesman said Tuesday, “At 
this moment, the meaning and intention of 
President Trump’s remarks requires more 
clear understanding.” The Japanese gov¬ 
ernment, which has been urging Trump 
not to make concessions to Kim without 
real complete, verifiable, irreversible dis¬ 
mantlement of North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile programs, must be mortified. 

Trump said he is relying on instinct and 
he believes Kim is serious about denucle¬ 
arization, wants the economic develop¬ 
ment assistance Trump is offering and is 
being honest about his intention to follow 
through. 

“I think he’s going to do these things. 
I may be wrong. I mean, I may stand be¬ 
fore you in six months and say, hey, I was 
wrong,” Trump said. “I don’t know that I’ll 
ever admit that, but I’ll find some kind of 
an excuse.” 

Blind faith in the sincerity of a North 
Korean dictator is not a valid basis for 
gutting the U.S. strategic posture in Asia, 
calling alliance relationships into question 
and lifting the pressure on North Korea. If 
Beijing’s strategic aim is to weaken Amer¬ 
ica’s standing in its region. Trump just did 
a good bit of their work for them. 

Josh Rog'mTslf columnist for the Global Opinions 

section of The Washington Post. He writes about 
foreign policy and national security. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Dogpatch creator 
5 Detail, briefly 
9 “Keep it down!” 
12 Pitcher Hershiser 


55 Catches 
some rays 

56 Espy 

DOWN 



23 Afrikaner 

24 Chapeau 

25 “As I see it,” 
to a texter 

26 Lisbon’s nation 






[ Fve tione fiome ^oul-fiear<iKm$ 
arul found notKing, d.o yefi,, 

I tiKink I’m ^^ualified for tKe 
Cor]3orate Etkiefi Committee. 


ist.l!! Kh^ festyres 

EtZARKO.COlA 

Fgaetoolc.aoYn/ Ks^rroComit;^ 

(g)20iS g.TUC’igg 



13 Blue shade 

14 Brit’s restroom 

15 Managua’s nation 

17 Have debts 

18 Not as knotty 

19 Carried on 

21 Boob tube 

22 Deadly virus 

24 Swinging joints? 

27 Past 

28 Related 

31 I love (Lat.) 

32 Caustic solution 

33 — tizzy 

34 Matador’s foe 

36 Earth Day mo. 

37 Superior, 
for one 

38 Plot surprise 

40 “Let It —” 

41 Was able to 

43 “Tender Mercies” 
star Robert 

47 Director Lee 

48 Jakarta’s nation 

51 Depot (Abbr.) 

52 Port of Algeria 

53 Felonious 
flights 

54 Fa follower 

6-14 

OV VIM 


1 Scoop holder 

2 Met solo 

3 Chest muscles, 
briefly 

4 Braids 

5 Luminary 

6 Wooden pin 

7 Vichy water 

8 Mild cigar 

9 Bratislava’s 
nation 

10 Inventor Elias 

11 Tackled weeds 
16 Speed (up) 

20— carte 
22 Cairo’s nation 


27 Regrettably 

29 Pen filler 

30 Scot’s denial 
35 Barn bird 
37 Razes 

39 Knucklehead 

40 Chignon 

41 Mama — Elliot 

42 Aware of 

43 Dresses in 

44 Now, in 
a memo 

45 Prom rental 

46 Endure 

49 Gun lobby org. 

50 Author Brown 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


HIZFMGM QMGVOKQOFV 
ZAFSQMJ DC 


Z HSDBUMVMUC 


GSKB JKDBUZFAG. ZV ROG 


RSF-VSF JZGQMAOQJ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN HE HELD THE 
FINAL WOOD STRIP TO BE INSTALLED FOR THE 
PLASTER BASE, HE HAD THE LAST LATH. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals C 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 

paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 



Free Europe-wide delivery 


Photography 830 


Your Family Portrait 
in the Alps in Garmischi 


Only 189 eur includes: 

-Photo session on the mountain 
-Cabie car for a famiiy of 4 
-Two wardrobe changes 
-50 images delivered digitally 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


**Summer in Garmischi** 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
i 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


cs 


stars^i^stri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


FIRST ROUND 
GROUP A 

W T L GF GAPts 

Egypt 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Russia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Uruguay 000 000 

Thursday, June 14 
At Moscow 
Russia vs. Saudi Arabia 
Friday, June 15 
At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
Egypt vs. Uruguay 

Tuesday, June 19 
At Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Russia vs. Egypt 

Wednesday, June 20 
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Uruguay vs. Saudi Arabia 
Monday, June 25 
At Samara, Russia 
Uruguay vs. Russia 

At Voigograd, Russia 
Saudi Arabia vs. Egypt 
GROUP B 

W T L GF GAPts 

iran 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Morocco 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Portugai 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Spain 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Friday, June 15 


AP sportlight 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 




At Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Morocco vs. iran 

At Sochi, Russia 
Portugai vs. Spain 

Wednesday, June 20 
At Moscow 
Portugai vs. Morocco 

At Kazan, Russia 
iran vs. Spain 

Monday, June 25 
At Kaiinigrad, Russia 
Spain vs. Morocco 

At Saransk, Russia 
iran vs. Portugai 

GROUP C 

W T L GF GAPts 

Australia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Denmark 0 0 0 0 0 0 

France 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Peru 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday, June 16 
At Kazan, Russia 
France vs. Australia 

At Saransk, Russia 
Peru vs. Denmark 

Thursday, June 21 
At Samara, Russia 
Denmark vs. Australia 

At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
France at Peru 

Tuesday, June 26 
At Sochi, Russia 
Australia vs. Peru 

At Moscow 
Denmark vs. France 

GROUP D 

W T L GF GAPts 

Argentina 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Croatia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Iceland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nigeria 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday, June 16 
At Moscow 
Argentina vs. Iceland 

At Kaiinigrad, Russia 
Croatia vs. Nigeria 

Thursday, June 21 
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
Argentina vs. Croatia 

Voigograd, Russia 
Nigeria vs. Iceland 

Tuesday, June 26 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 
Nigeria vs. Argentina 

At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Iceland vs. Croatia 

GROUP E 

W T L GF GAPts 

Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Costa Rica 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Serbia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Switzerland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday, June 17 
At Samara, Russia 
Costa Rica vs. Serbia 

At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Brazil vs. Switzerland 

Friday, June 22 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 
Brazil vs. Costa Rica 

At Kaiinigrad, Russia 
Serbia vs. Switzerland 

Wednesday, June 27 
At Moscow 
Serbia vs. Brazil 

At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
Switzerland vs. Costa Rica 
GROUP F 

W T L GF GAPts 

Germany 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0 

South Korea 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sweden 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday, June 17 
At Moscow 
Germany vs. Mexico 

Monday, June 18 
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
Sweden vs. South Korea 

Saturday, June 23 
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
South Korea vs. Mexico 


1922 — Gene Sarazen edges E 
Jones and John Black to win th( 

Open tournament. 

1934 — Max Baer stops Primo Camera 
in 11th round in New York to win the 
world heavyweight title. 

1952 — Julius Boros shoots a 281 at 
Northwood Club in Dallas to win the U.S. 
Open over Ed Oliver by four strokes. 

1958 — Tommy Bolt beats Gary Player 
by four strokes to win the U.S. Open. 


At Sochi, Russia 
Germany vs. Sweden 

Wednesday, June 27 
At Kazan, Russia 
South Korea vs. Germany 

At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
Mexico vs. Sweden 

GROUP G 

W T L GF GAPts 

Belgium 0 0 0 0 0 0 

England 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Panama 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tunisia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Monday, June 18 
At Sochi, Russia 
Belgium vs. Panama 

At Voigograd, Russia 
Tunisia vs. England 

Saturday, June 23 
At Moscow 
Belgium vs. Tunisia 

Sunday, June 24 
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
England vs. Panama 

Thursday, June 28 
At Saransk, Russia 
Panama vs. Tunisia 

At Kaiinigrad, Russia 
England vs. Belgium 
GROUP H 

W T L GF GAPts 

Colombia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Japan 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Poland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Senegal 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuesday, June 19 
At Saransk, Russia 
Colombia vs. Japan 

At Moscow 
Poland vs. Senegal 

Sunday, June 24 
At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
Japan vs. Senegal 

At Kazan, Russia 
Poland vs. Colombia 

Thursday, June 28 
At Voigograd, Russia 
Japan vs. Poland 

At Samara, Russia 
Senegal vs. Colombia 

MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 9 3 3 30 31 19 

New York City FC 8 3 4 28 30 20 

Columbus 7 3 6 27 22 14 

New York 7 4 2 23 28 15 

New England 6 4 5 23 25 21 

Orlando City 6 7 1 19 24 28 

Chicago 5 7 3 18 21 26 

Philadelphia 5 7 3 18 16 21 

Toronto FC 4 7 2 14 19 23 

Montreal 4 11 0 12 15 31 

D.C. United 2 6 3 9 15 20 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 8 2 5 29 28 14 

FC Dallas 8 1 5 29 24 14 

Los Angeles FC 7 4 3 24 29 24 

Vancouver 6 5 5 23 26 30 

Real Salt Lake 7 7 1 22 19 29 

Portland 6 3 4 22 20 18 

Houston 6 5 3 21 29 21 

LA Galaxy 6 7 2 20 22 23 

Minnesota United 5 8 1 16 17 26 

Seattle 3 7 2 11 9 15 

San Jose 2 9 3 9 22 29 

Colorado 2 9 2 8 14 24 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, June 9 

Atlanta United FC 1, New York City FC 
1, tie 

New York 1, Columbus 1, tie 
Vancouver 5, Orlando City 2 
FC Dallas 2, Montreal 0 
New England 1, Chicago 1, tie 
Houston 2, Colorado 0 
Seattle 2, D.C. United 1 
LA Galaxy 3, Real Salt Lake 0 
Los Angeles FC 4, San Jose 3 
Sporting Kansas City 0, Portland 0, tie 
Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta United FC at Columbus 
Orlando City at Montreal 
D.C. United at Toronto FC 
Seattle at New York 
Chicago at Colorado 
New England at San Jose 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 9 0 3 30 24 11 

Seattle 5 2 3 18 13 8 

Orlando 4 3 4 16 16 13 

Portland 4 4 3 15 15 16 

Chicago 3 3 6 15 16 16 

Utah 3 2 5 14 9 8 

Houston 3 4 5 14 13 17 

Washington 2 7 3 9 10 17 

Sky Blue FC 0 8 2 2 6 16 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Portland at Chicago 
Seattle at Washington 
Utah at North Carolina 
Sky Blue at Orlando 


Nottingham Open 

Tuesday 

At Nottingham Tennis Centre 
Nottingham, Engiand 
Purse: $226,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Grass-Outdoor 

Singies 
First Round 

Heather Watson, Britain, def. Danielle 
Lao, United States, 6-1, 6-3. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (5), Romania, def. 
Veronica Cepede Royg, Paraguay, 6-2, 3- 
6, 7-6 (5). 

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Katie 
Swan, Britain, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Zarina Di- 
yas (7), Kazakhstan, 2-1 retired. 

Ashleigh Barty (1), Australia, def. Ste- 
fanie Voegele, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-3. 

Donna Vekic (6), Croatia, def. Gabri- 
ella Taylor, Britain, 7-5, 5-7, 7-6 (3). 

Katie Boulter, Britain, def. Yanina 
Wickmayer, Belgium, 6-4, 6-4. 

Johanna Konta (4), Britain, def. Kurumi 
Nara, Japan, 6-2, 6-3. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Priscilla Hon, Australia, and Dalila Jak- 
upovic, Slovenia, def. Valeria Savinykh 
and Yana Sizikova, Russia, 5-7, 7-5,11-9. 

Stuttgart Open 

Tuesday 

At TC Weissenhof 
Stuttgart, Germany 
Purse: $772,000 (WT250) 

Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Philipp 
Kohlschreiber (5), Germany, 7-6 (2), 7-6 
(3). 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Denis 
Kudia, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 

Gilles Simon, France, def. Matteo Vio¬ 
la, Italy, 6-0, 6-3. 

Feliciano Lopez (8), Spain, leads Vik¬ 
tor Troicki, Serbia, 6-1, susp., rain. 


First Round 

Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Pakistan, and 
Jean-Julien Rojer (1), Netherlands, lead 
John Millman, Australia, and Guido Pella, 
Argentina, 7-6 (3), 2-3, susp., rain. 

Rosmalen Grass Court 
Championships 

Tuesday 

At Autotron Rosmaien 
Den Bosch, Netherlands 
Purse: ATP, $721,000 (WT250); WTA, 


Surface: Grass-Outdoor 
Smgles 

First Round 

Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Kevin 
King, United States, 6-4, 6-2. 

Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, def. Franko 
Skugor, Croatia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (5), Greece, def. 
Tallon Griekspoor, Netherlands, 3-6, 6-3, 
6-4. 

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def. Max Purcell, 
Australia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, def. Tim 
Smyczek, United States, 6-2, 6-3. 

Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 
def. Andreas Seppi (8), Italy, 6-4, 6-2. 

Alex Bolt, Australia, def. Vasek Pospi- 
sil, Canada, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Guillermo 
Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 6-7 (7), 7-6 (4). 
Women 
First Round 

Veronika Kudermetova, Russia, def. 
Anett Kontaveit (4), Estonia, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Aleksandra Krunic (7), Serbia, def. 
Valentini Grammatikopoulou, Greece, 6- 


iiiia ivieiMiKUVd, Kussid, o-z, o-z. 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. Ter¬ 
eza Martincova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4. 

Fanny Stollar, Hungary, def. Zhang Sh- 
uai (5), China, 6-3, 6-3. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Anna 
Kalinskaya, Russia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, def. Mar- 
keta Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 0-6, 
7-5, 6-3. 

Antonia Lottner, Germany, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-2, 3-6,6-2. 

Kiki Bertens (3), Netherlands, def. Na¬ 
talia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 5-7, 6-3, 7-6 


7-6^3^?'- 

Elise Mertens (2), Belgium, def. Polona 
Hercog, Slovenia, 6-2,6-4. 

Doubles 

First Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Yuichi Sugita, Japan, 
and Donald Young, United States, 6-4, 6- 

Dij'iv Sharan, India, and Artem Sitak 
(4), New Zealand, def. David Marrero and 
Fernando Verdasco, Spain, 6-3,6-3. 

Dominic Inglot, Britain, and Franko 
Skugor (3), Croatia, def. Robin Haase 
and Wesley Koolhof, Netherlands, 6-4, 
7-6 (4). 

Jamie Cerretani, United States, and 
Antonio Sancic, Croatia, lead Matthew 
Ebden, Australia, and Malek Jaziri, Tuni¬ 
sia, 7-5, susp., rain. 

Women 
First Round 

Lesley Kerkhove, Netherlands, and 
Lidziya Marozava (3), Belarus, def. Richel 
Hogenkamp and Bibiane Schoofs, Neth¬ 
erlands, 6-2, 5-7, 10-7. 

Arantxa Rus and Eva Wacanno, Neth¬ 
erlands, def. Fanny Stollar, Hungary, and 
Renata Voracova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Signed RHP 
Grayson Rodriguez to a minor league 
contract. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Sent OF Avi- 
sail Garcia to Charlotte (IL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned C/ 
OF Francisco Mejia to Columbus (IL). 
Recalled RHP Adam Plutkol from Colum¬ 
bus. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Sent RHP Jordan 
Zimmermann to West Michigan (MWL) 
for a rehab assignment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Sent RHP Dean 
Deetz to Quad Cities (MWL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Signed RHP 
Daniel Duarte to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned 
RHP Eduardo Paredes to Salt Lake (PCD. 
Recalled RHP Jaime Barria from Salt 
Lake. Placed INF Jefry Marte on the 10- 
day DL. Selected the contract of INF Da¬ 
vid Fletcher from Salt Lake. Transferred 
RHP Blake Wood to the 60-day DL. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Designated UT 
Gregorio Petit for assignment. Signed 
RHP Matt Belisle to a one-year contract. 
Sent IB Joe Mauer to Rochester (IL) for a 
rehab assignment. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Sent OF Eric Fil- 
iato Boston to complete an earlier trade. 
Agreed to terms with RHPs Nolan Hoff¬ 
man, Joey O’Brien, Joey Gerber, Damon 
Casetta-Stubbs, Tyler Suellentrop, Mat¬ 
thew Willrodt, Noah Zavolas, JT Salter, 
Penn Murfee, and Grant Anderson; LHPs 
Michael Plassmeyer, Holden Laws, Rigo 
Beltran and Nick Wegmann; INFs Cesar 
Trejo, Ryne Ogren, Nicholas Rodriguez, 
Connor Kopach, Cal Hernandez, Cash 
Gladfelter, Bobby Honeyman and Zach 
Scott; Cs Jake Anchia and Dean Nevarez; 
and OFs Charlie McConnell, Ryan Ramiz, 
Josh Stowers and Cody Staab on minor 
league contracts. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned IB Ji- 
Man Choi to Durham (IL). Sent OF Kevin 
Kiermaier and SS Adeiny Hechavarria to 
Charlotte (IL) for rehab assignments. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Signed SSs Jona¬ 
than Ornelas and Jayce Easley and RHPs 
Cole Winn, Owen White and Mason En- 
glert. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Signed LHP 
Nick Allgeyer; IB Jake Brodt; 2B Nicho¬ 
las PodRul; 3B John Aiello; SSs Jordan 
Groshans, Addison Barger and Vinny 
Capra; Cs Christopher Bee, Troy Squires 
and Francisco Ruiz; OFs Cal Stevenson, 
Hunter Steinmetz and Adrian Ramos; 
and RHPs Adam Kloffenstein, Sean Wy- 
mer, Joseph Murray, Brad Wilson, Troy 
Watson, Austin Havekost, Gage Burland, 
Mike Pascoe, Will McAffer, Cre Finfrock, 
Gobi Johnson, Joey Pulido and Grant 
Townsend to minorleague contracts. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Signed 
INF Zack Shannon; LHPs Ryan Ricci, Trev¬ 
or McKenna and Tyler Jandron; and RHPs 
Kyler Stout, Ethan Larrison, Josh Green, 
Brian Christian, Landon Whitson, Andy 
Toelken, Jacob Stevens, Bryan Menen- 
dez, Matthew Ladrech, Justin Garcia and 
Erin Baldwin to minor league contracts. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Signed 2B Brian 
Rey; OFs Drew Mount and Bren Spillane; 
LHPs Jacob Wyrick and Connor Curlis; IB 


Salinas, Andrew McDonald, Matt Pidich, 
Yomil Maysonet, Josiah Gray, Ryan Camp¬ 
bell, Lyon Richardson, Alexander Moore, 


COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned OF 
Mike Tauchman to Albuquerque (PCL). 
Recalled Tom Murphy from Albuquer- 

'’^LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Recalled 
LHP Caleb Ferguson from Oklahoma City 
(PCL). Placed RHP Walker Buehler on the 
10-day DL. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Optioned IB 
Brad Miller to Colorado Springs (PCL). 
Placed RHP Matt Albers on the 10-day DL. 
Recalled RHP Jorge Lopez from Colorado 
Springs (PCL). 

NEW YORK METS - Designated C 
Jose Lobaton for assignment. Recalled 
IB Dominic Smith from Las Vegas (PCL). 
Selected the contract of INF/OF Ty Kelly 
from Las Vegas. Sent IB Wilmer Flores to 
St. Lucie (FSL) for a rehab assignment. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Signed LHP 
Jaylen Smith; C Nick Matera and Logan 
O’Hoppe; 3B Alec Bohm, Luke Miller, 
Connor Litton and Matt Kroon; SSs Jose 
Mercado, Seth Lancaster and Logan Sim¬ 
mons; OFs Trent Bowles, Ben Akiinski, 
Corbin Williams and Matt Vierling; and 
RHPs Austin Ross, Tyler Carr, Eric White, 
Adam Cox, Mark Potter, James McArthur 
and Alec Bohm to minor league con- 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Sent LHP 
Enny Romero to Bradenton (FSL) for a 
rehab assignment. Agreed to terms with 
RHP Mike LoPresti, LHP Cam Alldred and 
OF Luke Mangier! on minor league con- 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Signed RHP 
Tommy Parsons to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Sent SS Allen 
Cordoba to Lake Elsinore (Cal) for a re¬ 
hab assignment. Signed RHP Jake Sims 
to a minor league contract. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
INF Adrian Sanchez to Syracuse (IL). Re¬ 
instated 2B Daniel Murphy from the 10- 
day DL. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Named Lee 
Gissendaner personnel executive for 
player personnel. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Waived/injured 
DB Aaron Davis. Signed TE Scott Simon- 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived QB 
Christian Hackenberg and LB Brady Shel¬ 
don. Signed DTs Ahtyba Rubin and Fro- 
stee Rucker. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Agreed to 
terms with D Henri Jokiharju on a three- 
year contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Agreed to 
terms with G Marek Mazanec on a one- 
year contract. 

SOCCER 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC - Traded F Adriana Leon 
to Seattle for a 2019 fourth-round draft 
pick. 

COLLEGE 

ADRIAN - Named Brett Wetzel men’s 
lacrosse coach. 

CHARLESTON SOUTHERN - Named 
Arlon Harper assistant men’s basketball 
coach. Promoted Rick Duckett associate 
head men’s basketball coach. 

CHARLOTTE — Announced volleyball 
players Reeana Richards is transferring 
from Hampton and Simone Jeffries from 
N.C. State. 

LOUISVILLE - Approved new contract 
terms for baseball coach Dan McDon¬ 
nell. 

SAN JOSE STATE - Promoted interim 
baseball coach Brad Sanfilippo to coach. 

UC DAVIS — Entended the contract of 
Jennifer Gross woman’s basketball coach 
through the 2023-24 season. 


College baseball I Pro basketball 


College World Series 

At Omaha, Neb. 

(Double Elimination) 

Saturday, June 19 

Game 1 — Oregon State (49-10-1) vs. 
North Carolina (43-18) 

Game 2 - Washington 35-24) vs. Mis¬ 
sissippi State (37-37) 

Sunday, June 17 

Game 3 — Arkansas (44-19) vs. Texas 
(42-21) 

Game 4 — Texas Tech (44-18) vs. Flor¬ 
ida (47-19) 

Monday, June 18 

Game 5 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 6 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Tuesday, June 19 

Game 7 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 

Game 8 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
winner 

Wednesday, June 20 
Game 9 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 6 
loser 

Thursday, June 21 

Game 10 — Game 7 winner vs. Game 

8 loser 

Friday, June 22 

Game 11 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

Game 12 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

Saturday, June 23 

x-Game 13 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

x-Game 14 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three) 

Monday, June 25: Pairings TBD 
Tuesday, June 26: Pairings TBD 
x-Wednesday, June 27: Pairings TBD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Connecticut 7 1 .875 - 

Atlanta 5 4 .556 2'/: 

Washington 5 4 .556 2'/: 

New York 3 4 .429 SVi 

Chicago 3 6 .333 4'/2 

Indiana 0 9 .000 VA 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Phoenix 8 3 .727 - 

Los Angeles 6 2 .750 '/: 

Seattle 7 3 .700 '/: 

Dallas 4 4 .500 2'/2 

Minnesota 3 6 .333 4 

Las Vegas 2 7 .222 5 

Tuesday’s games 
Las Vegas 101, Indiana 92, OT 
Phoenix 75, Dallas 72 
Seattle 96, Chicago 85 
Los Angeles 72, Atlanta 64 
Wednesday’s games 
Las Vegas at New York 
Washington at Connecticut 
Thursday’s games 
Indiana at Atlanta 

Friday’s games 
Los Angeles at Washington 
Las Vegas at Dallas 
Connecticut at Seattle 

Saturday’s games 
Atlanta at Indiana 
New York at Minnesota 
Connecticut at Phoenix 


June 21 — NBA Draft, New York (Brook¬ 
lyn). 

June 25 — NBA awards, Los Angeles. 
Juiy 6-17 — NBA Summer League, Las 
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Woods looking to cap return 



Tom Gannam/AP 


In this Nov. 1, 2015, file photo, 49ers running back Reggie Bush 
is tended to by a trainer after slipping out of bounds on concrete 
during a game against the St. Louis Rams, in St. Louis. Bush 
suffered a season-ending knee injury. On Tuesday, a jury ordered 
the Rams to pay Bush $12.5 million in damages. 

Briefly 

Sens investigating 
cyberbnilying claim 


Associated Press 

OTTAWA, Ontario — The 
wife of Ottawa Senators captain 
Erik Karlsson has filed an order 
of protection against the girl¬ 
friend of one of Karlsson’s team¬ 
mates, alleging harassment and 
cyberbullying. 

In an application for a peace 
bond filed May 4 in an Ottawa 
court, Melinda Karlsson al¬ 
leges that Monika Caryk posted 
hundreds of derogatory online 
messages aimed at her and her 
husband. Caryk is the longtime 
partner of Senators forward Mike 
Hoffman. 

“Monika Caryk has uttered nu¬ 
merous statements wishing my 
unborn child dead,” Karlsson said 
in the sworn statement. The Karls- 
sons’ first child, a son named Axel, 
was stillborn in March. 

Karlsson also claimed that 
Caryk “uttered that she wished 
I was dead and that someone 
should ‘take out’ my husband’s 
legs to ‘end his career.’ 

“Monika Caryk has posted 
over 1,000 negative and deroga¬ 
tory statements about me as a 
professional.” 

The Senators said in a state¬ 
ment Tuesday that the NHL club 
is “investigating this matter in co¬ 
operation with the NHL and will 
take whatever steps are necessary 
to protect the safety and privacy of 
our players and their families.” 

Hoffman denied the allegations 
in a statement to the Citizen. 

According to Canada’s Depart¬ 
ment of Justice website, a peace 
bond is a protection order that re¬ 
quires a person to keep the peace 
and be on good behavior, and is 
used when that person appears 
likely to commit a criminal of¬ 
fense, but there are no reasonable 
grounds to believe that an offense 
has actually been committed. 

Jury orders Rams to pay 
ex-RB Bush $12.5IVI 

ST. LOUIS — A jury in St. 


Louis on Tuesday ordered the 
NFL’s Rams to pay former run¬ 
ning back Reggie Bush $12.5 mil¬ 
lion for a severe knee injury he 
suffered in 2015, the team’s final 
season in St. Louis before moving 
to Los Angeles. 

The jury found the Rams 100 
percent liable for Bush’s injury 
and ordered the team to pay $4.95 
million in compensatory damages 
and $7.5 million in punitive dam¬ 
ages, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported. 

Attorneys for the Rams said 
they plan to file for a new trial. 

Bush was playing for the San 
Francisco 49ers when he was 
pushed out of bounds during a 
game on Nov. 1,2015, at what was 
then the Edward Jones Dome. He 
slipped on a surface that the law¬ 
suit dubbed the “concrete ring of 
death,” about 35 feet behind the 
49ers’ bench. 

Bush suffered a season-ending 
left knee injury. The lawsuit con¬ 
tended the injury undermined his 
earnings as a player for the rest 
of his career. He signed with Buf¬ 
falo in 2016 and retired in 2017. 
Now 33, he works as an analyst 
for the NFL Network. 

NCAA eases rules on 
transfer atheltes 

College athletes will no longer 
need permission from their coach 
or school to transfer and receive 
financial aid from another school. 

The NCAA Division I Council 
approved the change Wednesday. 
It takes effect Oct. 15. 

Under the new rule, athletes 
would be permitted to be con¬ 
tacted when they notify their cur¬ 
rent coaches, who have two days 
to enter the names into a data¬ 
base created and managed by the 
NCAA that will alert schools who 
can be recruited. The change 
will come with stricter tamper¬ 
ing rules to help appease coach¬ 
es who worry illegal recruiting 
could rise. 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

SOUTHAMPTON, N.Y. — 
Tiger Woods returned to the US. 
Open for the first time in three 
years and hardly anyone noticed. 

Then again, it was late Sunday 
afternoon. Shinnecock Hills was 
practically empty. 

“A bizarre experience,” said 
Jordan Spieth, who played nine 
holes with him. 

Such a quiet moment was rare 
for Woods in his celebrated return 
following four back surgeries. 
A year that began with intrigue 
soon gave way to hysteria over 
anticipation of his first victory in 
nearly five years. 

That time has not arrived as 
Woods heads into the second 
mqjor of the year. 

“Golf is always frustrating,” 
Woods said Tuesday after going 
nine holes with Dustin Johnson 
and Bryson DeChambeau, win¬ 
ners of the last two PGA Tour 
events. “There’s always some¬ 
thing that isn’t quite right, and 
that’s where we as players have 
to make adjustments. You’ve seen 
the tournaments I’ve played this 
year. There’s always something. 
Hopefully, this is one of those 
weeks where I put it all together 
and even it out. And we’ll see 
what happens.” 

It has been 10 years since 
Woods won his last US. Open, his 
14th and last mqjor. All it takes for 
him to temper any frustrations is 
to look back at last year, when he 
didn’t know if he would even play 
another US. Open. 

He was at a low point in his ca- 


FROM BACK PAGE 

and then brought in to about 41 
yards for the US. Open. The 
greens were enlarged. And gone 
is the thick rough framing the 
greens, meaning errant shots will 
travel along short grass farther 
from the hole. 

“Skill is brought into play with 
the short game there,” Mickelson 
said. “I think that it will reward 
the best player as opposed to hav¬ 
ing luck be a big element on some 
of the bounces in the fairway, 
bounces around the green, how it 
comes out of the rough.” 

Mickelson suffered one of 
his six US. Open heartaches at 
Shinnecock Hills, three-putting 
from 5 feet on the 17th hole for a 
double bogey to finish two shots 
behind Retief Goosen. Equally 
memorable was the state of Shin¬ 
necock that weekend, so bone dry 
by the final round that 28 players 
couldn’t break 80. The par-3 sev¬ 
enth green was baked to the point 
that USGA officials had no choice 
but to spray water on it during the 
final round. 

“I think we’re happy that we 
have a mulligan,” Davis said. “It 
was certainly a bogey last time.... 
But it’s great to be back to one of 
the greatest courses on the planet 
Earth, and if you can’t tell, we are 
incredibly excited to be back. It is 
a national treasure.” 

There was as much dirt as grass 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Tiger Woods motions while 
chipping onto the third green 
during a practice round for 
the U.S. Open on Tuesday in 
Southampton, N.Y. 

reer and his personal life. While 
recovering from fusion surgery 
— his fourth surgery on his back 
in three years — he was arrested 
on a DUI charge and found to 
have a mixture of two painkill¬ 
ers, the sleeping aid Ambien, the 
anti-anxiety drug Xanax and the 
active ingredient for marijuana 
in his system. He entered a clinic 
to get help and pleaded guilty to a 
reckless driving charge that kept 
him out of jail. 

Asked about the arrest and 
how his life has changed. Woods 
replied, “It’s gotten better.” 

That seems like longer than a 
year ago because Woods has been 
such an active part of the PGA 
Tour again. In some instances, he 
looks like the same Woods. 

He hit one drive past Johnson 
on the par-5 fifth hole Tuesday 


on some of the greens at Cham¬ 
bers Bay. Dustin Johnson won 
at Oakmont without knowing the 
score over the last seven holes be¬ 
cause the USGA was slow to react 
to a potential penalty. Brooks Ko- 
epka tied the U.S. scoring record 
to par at 16 under last year at Erin 
Hills, where a record seven play¬ 
ers finished 10 under or better. 

The trick now is not to mess 
this one up. Shinnecock Hills, 
with its open, links-style look and 
fairways framed by native grass, 
will certainly help. 

Starting with the course, this is 
shaping up as quite a show. 

Tiger Woods returns to the U.S. 
Open after a two-year break to 
deal with his ailing back, and he 
looks good enough to win, even 
though he hasn’t during his re¬ 
turn. Mickelson gets another shot 
at the career Grand Slam, though 
New York courses have not been 
friendly to him. Of his record six 
runner-up finishes, four have 
been in New York: Bethpage 
twice. Winged Foot and Shin¬ 
necock. He finished four shots 
behind in 1995 at Shinnecock, 
despite playing the par-5 16th in 
6-over par. 

The last 11 mqjors have been 
won by 11 players, and nine of 
them won a mqjor for the first 
time, a list that includes Masters 
champion Patrick Reed and PGA 
champion Justin Thomas — the 
seventh player in the last seven 


that left him a 2-iron to the front 
of the green. He had two chances 
to win in March, missing a long 
birdie putt on the last hole in In- 
nisbrook and hitting a drive out- 
of-bounds on the 16th hole at Bay 
Hill the following week. 

But no trophies. No fist pumps. 

“There’s two ways of looking 
at that,” Woods said. “I’ve given 
myself chances to win, which I 
didn’t know if I was ever going 
to do again. And then again, not 
happy with the fact that I didn’t 
win because I loved how it felt 
being there. ... And so, yeah. I’ve 
had my opportunities. Also, I’m 
very thankful to have had those 
opportunities. I didn’t know if I 
was going to have them again.” 

Woods last played in the U.S. 
Open in 2015 at Chambers Bay. 
He was coming off the highest 
score of his career, an 85 in the 
third round at the Memorial, 
and never stood a chance on the 
course built over a former gravel 
pit. He shot rounds of 80-76 and 
was gone by the weekend. 

Woods will play with Dustin 
Johnson and Jason Day when the 
first round begins on Thursday. 

“I can see that there may be a 
sense of ... this is the last kind of 
push that he needs for his career,” 
Day said. “But at the same time, I 
know that he’s stUl hungry. I think 
he’s hungry for that next win and 
trying to get — not the monkey 
off his back, because he’s done it 
so many times — but just coming 
back and competing and playing 
well against our generation now. 
And I think that’s what he’s look¬ 
ing forward to.” 


years to be No. 1 heading into the 
U.S. Open. 

Thomas saw Shinnecock Hills 
for the first time last year on a 
scouting trip with Rickie Fowler, 
before the project began to nar¬ 
row the fairways. 

“Shinnecock can be soft and it 
will still play hard,” Thomas said. 
“I hope they don’t try to set it up 
too hard because it could get it out 
of hand.” 

Rory Mcllroy won at 16-under 
par in soft conditions at Congres¬ 
sional in 2011, and the following 
year Webb Simpson won at 1-over 
par at Olympic. The last time 
at Shinnecock followed a U.S. 
Open at Olympia Fields, where 
Jim Furyk tied the Open scoring 
record. 

Mcllroy wonders if the USGA 
thinks too much when preparing 
the golf course. 

“I think they have to take pre¬ 
vious results out of their head and 
just say, ‘OK, let’s set up this golf 
course as best we can just let the 
guys go play,”’ he said. 

It helps to be at Shinnecock 
Hills, the club by the Hamptons 
with its history as a founding club 
of the USGA and course that is 
ruggedly framed and endlessly 
pure. That’s why it’s so popular 
with the players, and it’s the US- 
GA’s job to keep it that way while 
identifying golf’s best player for 
the week. 


Epic: Shinnecock shaping up to be a show 
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US OPEN CAPSULES 



RORY MCILROY 


DUSTIN JOHNSON 


PHIL MICKELSON 


RICKIE FOWLER 


TIGER WOODS 


Age: 29. 

Country: Northern Ireland. 

World ranking: 6. 

Worldwide victories: 22. 

Majors: US Open (2011), British 
Open (2014), US PGA Championship 
(2012, 2014). 

Best US Open: Won in 2011 at 
Congressional. 

US Open memory: Winning the U.S. 
Open with a record score (268) just 
10 weeks after losing a four-shot lead 
in the Masters. 

Backspin: Mcliroy has missed the cut 
four times in the U.S. Open, compared 
with once for the other three majors. 
He at least has a victory this year (Bay 
Hill) heading into the major season. 
Goes into this U.S. Open following 
more Augusta National disappoint¬ 
ment, playing in the final group with 
Patrick Reed and shooting 74. 


Age: 33. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 2. 

Worldwide victories: 17. 

Majors: US Open (2016). 

Best US Open: Won in 2016 at 
Oakmont. 

US Open memory: Winning his first 
major without knowing the score over 
the final seven holes at Oakmont. 
Backspin: Johnson has lost his No. 1 
ranking and hasn’t been sharp since 
February. Then again, he hasn’t fin¬ 
ished out of the top 20 in stroke play 
since September. The problem is not 
seeing enough putts going in. The one 
area of his game that will need to get 
better for Shinnecock is off the tee. 


Age: 47. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 20. 

Worldwide victories: 46. 

Majors: Masters (2004, 2006, 2010), 
British Open (2013), US PGA Champi¬ 
onship (2005). 

Best US Open: Runner-up six times. 
US Open memory: A toss-up between 
Winged Foot, where he had a one- 
shot lead on the 18th hole and took 
double bogey; and Merion, where he 
had a one-shot lead going into the 
final round and twice made bogey over 
the last six holes. 

Backspin: Mickelson needs the U.S. 
Open to complete the Grand Slam, 
and this is his fourth attempt. He 
could easily have won U.S. Opens 
twice at Shinnecock. 


Age: 29. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 7. 

Worldwide victories: 8. 

Majors: None. 

Best US Open: Runner-up in 2014 at 
Pinehurst No. 2. 

US Open memory: Playing in the last 
group at a major for the first time in 
2014. 

Backspin: A new label for Fowler 
is best to have never won a major 
under the age 40. Fowler earned that 
with eight top 5s in the majors. His 
problem has been going backward at 
the start of the final round when he 
has a chance, and making a run when 
it’s too late. Last year was a good 
example at Erin Hills when he started 
one shot behind Brooks Koepka, shot 
72 and tied for fifth. 


Age: 42. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 80. 

Worldwide victories: 90. 

Majors: Masters (1997, 2001, 2002), 
US Open (2000, 2002, 2008), Brit¬ 
ish Open (2000, 2005, 2006), US 
PGA Championship (1999, 2000, 
2006, 2007). 

Best US Open: Winning at Pebble 
Beach by 15 shots. 

US Open memory: Winning at Torrey 
Pines without having walked 18 holes 
since the Masters and playing with 
severely damaged knee ligaments and 
two stress fractures in his left leg. 
Backspin: Woods has been in the 
Sunday mix three times this year, and 
his best result was a runner-up finish 
at Innisbrook. This is the 10-year 
anniversary of his last major. The 
tough conditions of a U.S. Open, with 
a premium on patience and course 
management, would seem to suit him. 



JUSTIN THOMAS 

Age: 25. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 1. 

Worldwide victories: 8. 

Majors: US PGA Championship 
(2017). 

Best US Open: Tie for ninth in 2017 
at Erin Hills. 

US Open memory: Hitting 3-wood 
from 310 yards to an elevated green 
on the 18th at Erin Hills and making 
an 8-foot eagle putt to shoot a record- 
tying 63. 

Backspin: Coming off a breakthrough 
year, Thomas is getting better each 
week and turning average performanc¬ 
es into good results. He doesn’t have a 
weakness in any part of his game. The 
key element for him at Shinnecock 
Hills is keeping his patience. 



PATRICK REED 


Age: 27. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 13. 

Worldwide victories: 6. 

Majors: Masters (2018). 

Best US Open: Tie for 13th in 2017 
at Erin Hills. 

US Open memory: Sharing the 36- 
hole lead with Jordan Spieth in 2015 
at Chambers Bay. 

Backspin: Reed has only one victory 
in his last 53 tournaments worldwide, 
but it was at the Masters. Captain 
America loves the grind of the U.S. 
Cpen, but it’s the kind of course that 
will expose any weakness in this 
game. The last tournament Reed 
won before the Masters was on Long 
Island. He rallied to win The Barclays 
in 2016 at Bethpage Black. 



JORDAN SPIETH 


Age: 24. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 5. 

Worldwide victories: 14. 

Majors: Masters (2015), US Open 
(2015), British Open (2017). 

Best US Open: Won in 2015 at 
Chambers Bay. 

US Open memory: Getting the second 
leg of the Grand Slam at the Cham¬ 
bers Bay course where his caddie 
used to work. 

Backspin: Spieth is off to perhaps the 
slowest start of the year. His only op¬ 
portunity was the Masters, where he 
closed with a 64 and wound up two 
shots behind. He has struggled with 
short putts for a little over a month. 
Even at 24, he’s wise enough to know 
one week changes everything. 



JASON DAY 


Age: 30. 

Country: Australia. 

World ranking: 8. 

Worldwide victories: 13. 

Majors: US PGA Championship 
(2015). 

Best US Open: Runner-up in 2011 at 
Congressional and in 2013 at Merion. 
US Open memory: Posting a score 
that would have won or tied 26 of the 
previous 29 U.S. Opens, only to finish 
eight shots behind Rory Mcliroy at 
Congressional. 

Backspin: Day has turned the corner 
in his bid to return to his best form. He 
has won twice this year, in a playoff at 
Torrey Pines and by two shots at Quail 
Hollow. He has played three times 
since a middle-of-the-pack finish at 
the Masters (one of them a victory). 



BROOKS KOEPKA 


Age: 28. 

Country: United States. 

World ranking: 9. 

Worldwide victories: 5. 

Majors: US Cpen (2017). 

Best US Open: Won in 2017 at Erin 
Hills 

US Open memory: Nothing beats 
winning. But his tie for fourth in 2014 
at Pinehurst No. 2 earned him a PGA 
Tour card. 

Backspin: He will try to become the 
first back-to-back winner of the U.S. 
Open since Curtis Strange (1988-89). 
Koepka felt a twinge in his wrist, and 
it wound up costing him four months. 
Since returning, he hasn’t needed too 
many reps to get into the flow. He tied 
for 11th at The Players and was run¬ 
ner-up at the Colonial. 
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Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, June 14,2018 


MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

New York 43 19 

Boston 46 22 

Tampa Bay 31 35 

Toronto 30 37 

Baltimore 19 47 

Central Division 
Cleveland 35 30 

Minnesota 29 34 

Detroit 31 37 

Chicago 23 42 

Kansas City 22 45 

West Division 
Seattie 43 24 

Houston 43 25 

Los Angeies 37 31 

Oakland 34 33 

Texas 27 42 


391 17 


Minnesota (Lynn 4-4: 
ner2-5) 


Reds 5, Royals 1 (10) 

Cincinnati Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Schblerrf 5 12 0 Mrrfeld rf 4 0 2 0 

Brnhartc 5 2 2 1 Mstakas3b 4 0 0 0 

Vottodh 4 113 S.Perezc 3 0 10 

Gennett2b 4 0 10 Solerdh 4 0 0 0 

Suarez 3b 4 0 11 A.Grdon If 4 0 0 0 

Winker if 3 0 0 0 H.Dzierlb 4 111 
Duvall lb 4 0 0 0 Goins 2b 4 0 0 0 

Perazass 4 0 10 A.Escbrss 4 0 0 0 

Hmiltoncf 4 10 0 A.AImntcf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 37 5 8 5 Totals 34 1 4 1 

Cincinnati 000 000 001 4-5 

Kansas City 000 010 000 0-1 

E—Moustakas (4), Suarez (6). DP—Cin¬ 
cinnati 1, Kansas City 2. LOB—Cincinnati 
8, Kansas City 5.3B—Votto (2). HR—Barn¬ 
hart (4), H.Dozier (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 38 28 .576 - 

Washington 36 28 .563 1 

Philadelphia 34 30 .531 3 

New York 28 35 .444 8'/2 

Miami 25 42 .373 13'/2 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 40 27 .597 - 

Chicago 38 26 .594 Vi 

St. Louis 36 29 .554 3 

Pittsburgh 32 35 .478 8 

Cincinnati 24 43 .358 16 

West Division 

Arizona 37 29 .561 - 

Los Angeles 34 32 .515 3 

San Francisco 33 34 .493 4'/2 

Colorado 32 34 .485 5 

San Diego 32 37 .464 6'/2 

Monday’s games 
Boston 2, Baltimore 0,12 innings 
Tampa Bay 8, Toronto 4 
Cleveland 4, Chicago White Sox 0 
Seattle 5, L.A. Angels 3 
Miami 7, San Francisco 5 
Chicago Cubs 7, Milwaukee 2, 11 In¬ 
nings 

St. Louis 5, San Diego 2 
Arizona 9, Pittsburgh 5 

Tuesday’s games 
Boston 6, Baltimore 4 
N.Y. Yankees 3, Washington 0 
Minnesota 6, Detroit 4 
Tampa Bay 4, Toronto 1 
Chicago White Sox 5, Cleveland 1 
Cincinnati 5, Kansas City 1,10 innings 
Houston 6, Oakland 3 
Seattle 6, L.A. Angels 3 
L.A. Dodgers 12, Texas 5 
Philadelphia 5, Colorado 4 
Miami 3, San Francisco 1 
Atlanta 8, N.Y. Mets 2 
Milwaukee 4, Chicago Cubs 0 
San Diego 4, St. Louis 2 
Arizona 13, Pittsburgh 8 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Boston at Baltimore 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
Washington at N.Y. Yankees 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox 
Cincinnati at Kansas City 
Houston at Oakland 
Texas at L.A. Dodgers 
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta 
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee 
Pittsburgh at Arizona 
Colorado at Philadelphia 
San Francisco at Miami 
San Diego at St. Louis 
Texas at L.A. Dodgers 

Thursday’s games 

-- 4-4) at Detroit (Ful- 


1112 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 0 0 


Romano 

Hernandez W,2-0 
Garrett 

Kansas City 

Kennedy 8 30035 

Herrera BS,2 1 1112 0 

McCarthy L,4-3 1 4 4 4 1 0 

HBP—by Hernandez (Perez). T—2:58. 
A-20,476 (37,903). 

White Sox 5, Indians 1 

Cleveland Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 3 12 0 Moncada2b4 111 
Brntleylf 4 0 10 Y.Sanch3b 3 111 

Jose.Rm3b 3 0 11 J.Abreu lb 4 0 0 0 

Encrncodh 4 0 0 0 Palkarf 2 2 0 0 

Alonso lb 3 0 10 T.Thmpsrf 0 0 0 0 

Kipnis2b 4 0 0 0 Dvidson dh 3 12 2 

Gomes c 4 0 0 0 J.Rndnpr-dh 0 0 0 0 

Chsnhilrf 3 0 0 0 Narvaez c 4 0 2 1 

G.AIIencf 3 0 0 0 Ti.Andrss 4 0 0 0 

Tilsonlf 3 0 10 

Engel cf 4 0 10 

Totals 31 1 5 1 Totals 31 5 8 5 
Cleveland 000 001 000-1 

Chicago 300 020 OOx-5 

LOB—Cleveland 6, Chicago 7. 2B—Lin- 

dor 2 (23), Jose.RamIrez (20), Alonso (10), 
Davidson 2 (9), Narvaez (7). HR—Monca- 
da (9), Y.Sanchez (4). CS-Tilson (1). SF- 
Jose.Ramirez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

PlutkoL,3-l 414 8 5 5 3 5 

McAllister 2'/3 0 0 0 0 3 

Olson V4 0 0 0 2 0 

Tomlin Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Chic 


licagt 

Shielcfs W,2-7 7 4 1 1 0 2 

Fry 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Jones Vs 1 0 0 10 

Cedeno H,1 '/s 0 0 0 0 1 

Soria S,9-11 '/s 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Shields (Under). WP-Plutko, 
Shields. T-2:57. A-12,357 (40,615). 

Brewers 4, Cubs 0 

Chicago Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Almoracf 4 0 0 0 Thames lb 4 110 

Heyward rf 3 0 0 0 Yelich If 3 110 

Bryant 3b 4 0 0 0 Caincf 4 2 0 0 

Rizzo lb 3 0 0 0 T.Shaw3b 3 0 2 4 

Zobrist If 2 0 0 0 D.Sntna rf 4 0 0 0 

Cntrrasc 3 0 10 VillarZb 3 0 10 

J.BaezZb 3 0 0 0 H.Perzpr-2b 0 0 0 0 

Russell ss 3 0 10 Pinac 4 0 0 0 

Chtwoodp 1 0 0 0 Arciass 3 0 0 0 

Schwrbrph 1 0 0 0 C.Andrsp 2 0 10 

Farrell p 0 0 0 0 Sogard ph 10 10 

LStllaph 1 0 0 0 Ta.WIImp 0 0 0 0 

Bass p 0 0 0 0 J.Brnes p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 28 0 2 0 Totals 31 4 7 4 

Chicago 000 000 000—0 

Milwaukee 202 000 OOx-4 

E—Chatwood (2). DP—Milwaukee 1. 
LOB—Chicago 3, Milwaukee 6.2B—T.Shaw 
2 (17). SB-Sogard (2). CS-T.Shaw (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


, evinger 4-2 
White Sox (Rodon 0-1) 

Houston (Verlander 8-2) at Oakland 
(Montas 3-0) 

Tampa Bay (Snell 8-3) at N.Y. Yankees 
(German 0-4) 

Boston (Price 7-4) at Seattle (Hernan¬ 
dez 6-5) 

San Francisco (Rodriguez 1-1) at Mi¬ 
ami (Straily 2-2) 

Colorado (Marquez 4-6) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Velasquez 4-7) 

San Diego (Ross 5-3) at Atlanta (Mc¬ 
Carthy 5-3) 

N.Y. Mets (Matz 2-4) at Arizona (Koch 
4-3) 

Tuesday 

Mariners 6, Angels 3 

Los Angeles Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kinsler2b 4 10 0 D.Grdon2b 4 13 0 

Trout cf 5 2 3 3 Segura ss 4 0 11 

Upton If 2 0 10 Hanigerrf 3 2 2 3 

Pujols dh 4 0 0 0 N.Cruzdh 4 0 0 0 

Vlbuena3b 4 0 2 0 Seager3b 4 0 10 

Cozart ss 3 0 0 0 Healy lb 4 2 2 2 

Frnndez lb 4 0 0 0 Gamel If 4 0 3 0 

Blashrf 4 0 0 0 Heredia cf 4 0 2 0 

MIdnadoc 4 0 0 0 Freitas c 3 10 0 

Totals 34 3 6 3 Totals 34 614 6 

Los Angeles 000 010 200-3 

Seattle 100 021 llx-6 

E-D.Gordon (5), Healy (3), Upton 
(1), Maldonado (3). DP—Los Angeles 3. 
LOB—Los Angeles 8, Seattle 6. 2B—Upton 
(8), Segura (19), Gamel (6), Heredia (7). 
HR-Trout 2 (23), Haniger 2 (15), Healy 2 
(12). SB-KInsler (7). CS-Gamel (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Barria L,5-2 5 8 3 2 0 2 

Bedrosian 1 2 110 2 

Alvarez 0 21100 

Anderson 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Drake 1 21102 

Seattle 

Leake W,7-3 6 4 1 1 3 4 

Cook H,5 % 2 2 2 1 2 

Pazos H,9 '/j 0 0 0 0 0 

Colome H,6 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Diaz S,25-28 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Alvarez pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
T-3:01. A-20,402 (47,943). 


Anderson W,5-5 7 1 0 0 2 6 

Williams 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Barnes 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:49. A-35,459 (41,900). 

Padres 4, Cardinals 2 

San Diego St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jnkwski If 4 0 0 0 M.Crpnt3b 4 110 

Hosmerlb 4 111 Phamcf 4 110 

Pirela2b 4 0 10 Mrtinez lb 4 0 0 0 

Renfroe rf 4 0 0 0 Ozuna If 3 0 11 

Spngnbr3b 4 110 Y.Mlinac 4 0 0 1 

Galvisss 4 110 Gyorko2b 3 0 0 0 

Margot cf 4 12 0 Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 

Ellis c 2 0 12 Bader rf 3 0 10 

Strahmp 1 0 0 0 Munoz ss 3 0 0 0 

F.Reyesph 1 0 0 0 Mikolas p 10 0 0 

Cimberp 0 0 0 0 De.FwIrph 10 0 0 

Vllnevaph 10 0 1 Mayers p 0 0 0 0 

Stammenp 0 0 0 0 G.Grcia2b 10 10 
Yates p 0 0 0 0 

Hand p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 4 7 4 Totals 31 2 5 2 
San Diego 000 300 100-4 

St. Louis 000 000 200-2 

DP—San Diego 1. LOB—San Diego 3, 
St. Louis 3. 2B-Margot (12). HR-Hosmer 
(9).S-Ellis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Strahm 
Cimber W,3-2 
Stammen 
Yates H,ll 
Hand S,20-22 
St. Louis 
Mikolas L,7-2 
Mayers 
Hicks 


0 0 0 4 
0 0 0 3 
2 2 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 


Twins 6, Tigers 4 

Minnesota Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

B.Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 Martinet 3 0 0 1 

E.Rsrio If 4 110 Cstllns rf 4 0 0 0 

E.EscbrSb 4 110 Mi.Cbrrlb 10 0 0 

Sanodh 3 111 Godrm ph-lb 3 110 

Kepler rf 4 0 0 0 Cndlrio3b 4 0 0 0 

Garverc 1 0 0 0 V.Mrtindh 5 110 

Caveph 1 0 0 0 Joh.Hckc 3 110 

B.WIsonc 1 0 0 0 J.JonesIf 4 0 11 

Mrrison lb 3 10 0 J.lgissss 4 12 1 

Adranzass 4 2 3 4 D.Mchdo2b3 0 1 0 
LaMarrecf 3 0 11 

Totals 32 6 7 6 Totals 34 4 7 3 
Minnesota 001 000 410-6 

Detroit 000 200 200-4 

E—E.Escobar (1), Adrianza (4). LOB— 
Minnesota 3, Detroit 10. 2B—Goodrum 
(11). 3B-J.lglesias (3). HR-Adrianza (3). 
SB-Adrianza (3), J.lglesias (10). SF-La- 
Marre (1), Martin (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Odorizzi 5 4 2 2 4 4 

PresslyW,l-l 1 10 0 11 

Duke H,9 '/si 2 0 0 1 

Hildenberger H,6 1% 1 

Rodney S,14-17 1 0 


IP 


i ER BB SO 


2 


Hardy 6 3 2 2 1 5 

Coleman L,3-l H,3 ^3 0 2 2 2 1 

Saupold BS,2 1 2 2 2 0 0 

Wilson l'/3 2 0 0 0 1 

Hardy pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
HBP-by Odorizzi (Machado). WP-Har- 
dy. T-3:24. A-20,340 (41,297). 

Yankees 3, Nationals 0 

Washington New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Eaton If 4 0 10 Gardner If 4 0 10 
T.Trnerss 4 0 10 Judge rf 3 0 10 

Harper rf 0 0 0 0 Bird lb 4 0 0 0 

Goodwnpr-rf 0 0 0 0 Stanton dh 4 0 0 0 

Rendon 3b 4 0 0 0 Grgriusss 4 2 2 2 

D.Mrphydh 4 0 0 0 A.Hickscf 3 110 
Mar.Rynlb 3 0 0 0 N.WIker3b 3 0 10 

Adms ph-lb 1 0 0 0 Au.Rmnec 2 0 11 

M.Tylorcf 3 0 10 G.Trres2b 3 0 10 
P.Svrnoc 4 0 10 

Difo2b 4 0 10 

Totals 31 0 5 0 Totals 30 3 8 3 

Washington ODD ODD 000-0 

New York 020 001 OOx-3 

DP—Washington 1. LOB—Washington 
9, New York 6. HR-Gregorius 2 (13). CS- 
M.Taylor (3). SF-Au.Romine (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Roark L,3-7 6 6 3 3 2 5 

Grace 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Suero 1 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 

SabathiaW,4-l 5% 4 0 0 3 3 

Green H,9 I'A 1 0 0 0 2 

Betances H,7 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Chapman S,18-19 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Sabathia(Harper), by Betanc¬ 
es (Harper). T-2:48. A-44,220 (54,251). 

Rays 4, Blue Jays 1 

Toronto Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsndh 2 0 10 M.Duffy 3b 4 10 0 

Merles ph-dhl 0 0 0 Bauerslb 3 0 10 

Solarte3b 4 0 0 0 W.Ramosc 4 112 

T.Hrnndlf 4 0 0 0 Crondh 3 10 0 

Smoaklb 3 0 0 0 Adames SS 4 12 0 

Pillar cf 4 0 10 Arroyo 2b 2 0 10 

Grichukrf 4 110 Wndleph-2b 2 0 11 
A.Diazss 4 0 10 Gomez rf 2 0 0 0 

Mailec 3 0 0 0 M.Smithcf 3 0 11 

D. Trvis2b 3 0 11 Rfsnydrif 2 0 0 0 

Totals 32 1 5 1 Totals 29 4 7 4 

Toronto ODD 010 000-1 

Tampa Bay 002 002 OOx—4 

E-J.Garcia (3). DP-Toronto 2. LOB- 
Toronto 6, Tampa Bay 5. 2B—Adames (1). 
HR-W.Ramos (8). SB-Bauers (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Garcia L,2-5 5 4 4 4 4 4 

Biagini 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Clippard 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Loup 1 10001 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Pruitt W,2-3 2% 4 110 1 

Venters Vi 0 0 0 1 0 

Roe H,14 l'/3 0 0 0 1 1 

Alvarado H,13 1% 0 0 0 0 1 

Romo 5,2-5 1 1 0 0 0 0 

J.Garcia pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
T-2:41.A-11,162 (42,735). 

Diamondbacks 13, Pirates 8 

Pittsburgh Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hrrison2b 4 0 3 1 Jay rf 5 3 3 3 

Dekrson If 5 0 10 GIdschm lb 3 2 2 0 

S.Martecf 5 12 3 Lamb 3b 5 10 0 

Moran 3b 4 110 J.Mrphyc 5 12 1 

E. Diazc 4 2 10 Dscalso2b 3 112 

J.Bell lb 5 13 1 Hirano p 0 0 0 0 

Polanco rf 4 10 1 Shipley p 10 0 0 

Mercer ss 1111 D.PrItalf 4 111 
Braultp 1 0 0 0 KMrtess-2b2 2 2 3 

Freese ph 0 0 0 0 J.Dysoncf 2 2 0 0 

Nvrskas p 0 0 0 0 Bchholz p 2 0 0 0 

Feliz p 0 0 0 0 Bracho p 0 0 0 0 

Tr.WIImp 1 0 0 0 Marrero ph 10 0 0 

S.Rdrig ph-ss2 10 1 Salas p 0 0 0 0 

Chafin p 0 0 0 0 

Ahmed ss 10 0 0 

Totals 36 812 8 Totals 34131110 
Pittsburgh ODD 610 100- 8 

Arizona 602 200 30x-13 

E-J.Murphy (3), Harrison (2), J.Bell 
(3), Tr.Williams (2). DP-Arizona 2. LOB- 
Pittsburgh 8, Arizona 4. 2B—S.Marte (9), 
Moran (11), E.Diaz (3), J.Bell 2 (14), Mercer 
(14). 3B-D.Peralta (2), K.Marte (7). HR- 
S.Marte (8), Jay (2). CS-Goldschmidt (2). 
SF—Harrison (3), K.Marte (1). 


Williams L,5-4 3 6 8 3 2 2 

Brault 3 3 2 2 3 5 

Neverauskas 1 23312 

Feliz 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Arizona 

Buchholz 4 7 6 2 2 2 

Bracho 1 11112 

Salas W,4-4 I'/s 2 110 1 

Chafin H,8 Vs 1 0 0 11 

Hirano H,13 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Shipley l'/3 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Buchholz (Mercer). WP-Cha- 
fin. T-3;56. A-22,488 (48,519). 

Phillies 5, Rockies 4 

Colorado Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LMahieu2b 4 0 11 C.Hrnan2b 4 110 

BIckmon cf 5 0 1 0 Hoskins If 2 10 0 

Arenado3b 5 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 4 10 0 

C.Gnzal rf 4 0 0 0 C.Sntna lb 2 1 0 0 

Story ss 4 2 2 0 Kingeryss 2 114 

Parra If 3 12 0 N.WIImsrf 3 0 0 0 

Desmond lb 4 1 1 0 E.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 

T.Mrphyc 4 0 3 2 Hunter p 0 0 0 0 

J.Grayp 2 0 0 0 VIentinph 10 11 

McMahon phi 0 0 0 L.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Rusinp 0 0 0 0 Dmnguezp 0 0 0 0 

B.Shaw p 0 0 0 0 Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 

Innettaph 10 11 J.Crwfr3b 3 0 10 
Cuevas pr 0 0 0 0 Nolap 2 0 0 0 

Altherrrf 10 0 0 
Totals 37 411 4 Totals 27 5 4 5 
Colorado ODD ODD 103-4 

Philadelphia 301 ODD Olx-5 

E-J.Crawford (6), T.Murphy (1). LOB- 
Colorado 8, Philadelphia 4. 2B—Black¬ 
mon (8), T.Murphy (1). HR-Kingery (3). 
SB—Parra (6), O.Herrera (3), J.Crawford 
(1). SF-LeMahieu (2), Kingery (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

GrayL,6-7 6 3 4 4 4 10 

Rusin 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Shaw 1 11111 


NolaW,8-2 

Ramos H,6 'A 1 0 0 0 1 

Hunter H,9 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Garcia 0 4 3 3 0 0 

Dominguez S,3-3 1 1 0 0 0 1 

L.Garcia pitched to 4 batters in the 
9th HBP-by Nola (Parra). WP-Shaw. 
T-3:07. A-19,556 (43,647). 

Astros 6, Athletics 3 

Houston Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngercf-rf4 0 10 Du.FwIrcf 5 12 0 
Bregman 3b 4 0 1 0 Semien ss 5 0 10 

Altuve2b 5 0 0 0 Lowrie2b 4 10 0 

Correa ss 4 2 2 1 K.Davisdh 3 0 0 0 

Gurriel lb 5 12 0 M.OIson lb 4 0 0 0 

Reddick rf-lf 4 2 2 0 M.Chpmn3b3 1 3 0 

Gattisdh 4 12 5 Canhalf 3 0 11 

B.McCnnc 3 0 0 0 Pscotty rf 2 0 0 1 

T.Kemp If 4 0 2 0 Lucroy c 4 0 0 0 

Mrsnickef 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 612 6 Totals 33 3 7 2 

Houston 040 020 000-6 

Oakland 110 000 010-3 

E—Correa (1). DP—Houston 1, Oakland 
2. LOB—Houston 9, Oakland 9.2B—Gurriel 
(16), Gattis (9), T.Kemp (5), M.Chapman 
3 (12). HR-Correa (11), Gattis (11). SF- 
Piscotty (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

McCullersW,8-3 7 5 2 2 3 5 

McHugh % 1 10 0 1 

Peacock H,4 Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Giles S,ll-ll 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Oakland 

Mengden L,6-6 42/3 8 6 6 4 1 

Coulombe Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Hatcher 2 2 0 0 1 1 

Casilla 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hendriks 1 2 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by McHugh (Lowrie), by McHugh 
(Chapman). WP-McCullers. T-2:57. A- 
11,742 (46,765). 

Marlins 3, Giants 1 

San Francisco Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Panik2b 3 10 0 Detrich If 4 110 
Posey c 3 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 

McCtchnrf 4 0 0 0 Y.Rvera3b 0 0 0 0 

B.Crwfrss 3 0 0 1 Bri.And rf 3 110 

Lngoria3b 3 0 10 Ralmutoc 4 0 10 

Sndoval lb 3 0 0 0 Bourlb 2 10 0 

Pence If 3 0 10 Brrcighp 0 0 0 0 

G.Hrnancf 2 0 0 0 S.Cstro2b 4 0 2 1 

Strttonp 10 10 Riddle ss 3 0 12 

Hanson ph 1 0 0 0 Rojas3b-lb 3 0 0 0 

Gearrinp 0 0 0 0 Shuck cf-lf 2 0 0 0 

W.Smithp 0 0 0 0 T.Rchrdp 2 0 0 0 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 

Brnsn ph-cf 10 0 0 
Totals 26 1 3 1 Totals 28 3 6 3 

San Francisco 100 000 000—1 

Miami 003 000 OOx-3 

DP—San Francisco 1, Miami 2. LOB— 
San Francisco 2, Miami 6. 2B-Riddle (1). 
S-Stratton (6), Riddle (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Stratton L,7-4 7 4 3 3 3 3 

Gearrin 0 2 0 0 0 0 

Smith 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Miami 

Richards W,l-3 6 2 1 1 3 2 

Conley H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Ziegler H,3 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Barraclough S,4-6 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Gearrin pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
HBP-by Stratton (Anderson), by Gear¬ 
rin (Anderson). WP-Richards. T-2:35. 
A-5,928 (36,742). 


Red Sox 6, Orioles 4 

Boston Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Nunez dh 4 0 10 Rickard If 4 2 11 

Bnntndi If 4 112 A.Jonescf 5 0 2 0 

J.Mrtinrf 2 0 10 M.Mchdoss4 0 1 0 

Mreland lb 3 0 10 Vlencia3b 3 111 

Bgaertsss 3 2 10 Mancini lb 5 0 10 

Devers3b 5 112 Schoop2b 4 110 

Holt 2b 3 110 Trumbodh 4 0 12 

C.Vazqzc 4 12 1 Gentry rf 4 0 2 0 

Brdly J cf 4 0 0 0 Alvarez ph 10 0 0 

Wynns c 3 0 10 

Sisco ph-c 10 0 0 

Totals 32 6 9 5 Totals 38 411 4 
Boston 021 210 000-6 

Baltimore 101 000 002-4 

E-Benintendi (3), Devers (13). DP- 
Boston 1, Baltimore 2. LOB—Boston 10, 
Baltimore 13. 2B—Trumbo (8). HR—Ben- 
intendi (12), Devers (10), Rickard (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Rodriguez W,8-l 5V1 8 2 2 2 4 

Velazquez 1 2 0 0 1 2 

Kelly H,13 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Barnes 1 00011 

Kimbrel 1 1 2 2 2 1 

Baltimore 

Hess L,2-3 3'/3 5 5 5 4 2 

Castro 22A 2 112 1 

Britton 1 0 0 0 3 1 

Hart 1 2 0 0 1 1 

O’Day 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Hess (Martinez). WP-Cas- 
tro. T-3:58. A-21,837 (45,971). 

Dodgers 12, Rangers 5 

Texas Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choorf 5 2 3 1 C.Tylorss 5 12 1 

Knr-Flfpr 0 10 0 Muncy2b-lb 5 1 2 2 

DSheldscf 3 2 2 0 J.Trner3b 5 12 0 

Profarss 5 0 11 A.Brnes2b 0 0 0 0 

Beltre3b 3 0 2 1 M.Kemplf 3 10 0 

Alberto 3b 2 0 0 0 Corcino p 10 0 0 

Gallo If 3 0 0 1 Blingerlb-cf 3 2 2 1 

Guzman lb 3 0 0 0 Grandal c 5 12 2 

R.Chrnsc 2 0 0 0 Puig rf 4 2 2 3 

Brnette p 0 0 0 0 Pderson cf-lf 4 2 3 2 

Tocci ph 1 0 0 0 Frguson p 10 0 0 

Bushp 0 0 0 0 Frsytheph 10 0 0 

Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 Y.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 

Colon p 2 0 0 0 K.Hrnanph 1110 

Claudio p 0 0 0 0 Edw.Prd p 0 0 0 0 

C.Perezc 2 0 0 0 Valera 2b-3b 10 0 0 

Totals 34 5 8 4 Totals 39121611 

Texas 002 010 002- 5 

Los Angeles 031 710 OOx-12 

E—Puig (3), Profar (12). DP—Los Ange¬ 
les 1. LOB—Texas 8, Los Angeles 6. 2B— 
C.Taylor (14), J.Turner (5), Bellinger (13), 
Puig (12), Pederson 2 (14). HR-Choo (12), 
Muncy (13), Puig (8), Pederson (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Colon L,3-4 

Claudio 

Barnette 


3'/3 

PA 


0 1 3 

0 0 2 

Los Angeles 

Ferguson 4 5 2 2 2 3 

Garcia 1 1110 0 

Paredes W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Corcino S,l-1 3 2 2 1 3 1 

HBP-by Corcino (Gallo). WP—Corci¬ 
no. T-3:08. A-48,233 (56,000). 


Braves 8, Mets 2 


New York 


r h bi 


Atlanta 


r hbi 


Cnfortocf 3 0 0 0 Albies2b 5 1 

T.Frzer3b 3 10 0 Swanson ss 4 0 10 

Nimmo If 3 10 0 F.Frman lb 2 2 1 1 

A.Cbrra2b 4 0 0 0 Mrkakis rf 4 0 3 1 

Bruce rf 4 0 12 Flowers c 4 110 

Msoracoc 4 0 10 Camargo3b3 110 

D.Smithlb 3 0 10 Incarte cf 4 12 2 

A.Rsrioss 3 0 0 0 CIbrson If 3 10 0 

Wheeler p 2 0 0 0 FItynwep 2 0 0 0 

Sewaidp 1 0 0 0 Biddle p 0 0 0 0 

Rhame p 0 0 0 0 Carle p 0 0 0 0 

Tuckerph 0100 
Minterp 0 0 0 0 

S.Frman p 0 0 0 0 

R.FIhrtph 10 0 0 
L.Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 2 3 2 Totals 32 810 8 

New York 000 002 000-2 

Atlanta 000 106 lOx-8 

E—Swanson (5). DP—New York 1, At¬ 
lanta 1. LOB—New York 4, Atlanta 5. 2B— 
Bruce (12), Swanson (15), Markakis (20). 
HR-Albies (16), F.Freeman (13). SB-ln- 
ciarte 2 (20). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Wheeler L,2-5 5V1 8 6 6 4 2 

Sewald I'A 2 2 2 1 1 

Rhame 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Atlanta 

Foltynewicz 5 2 0 0 0 6 

Biddle BS,1 'A 1 2 12 0 

Carle W,4-l % 0 0 0 0 0 

Minter 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Freeman 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Jackson 1 00001 

HBP-by Foltynewicz (Conforto). T— 
2:45. A-29,892 (41,149). 

Calendar 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 
July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 
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Photos by Bill Kostroun/AP 

The Yankees’ Didi Gregorius watches his home run during the sixth 
inning of Tuesday’s game against the Washington Nationals in New 
York. Gregorius also homered in the second inning. 


Gregorius homers twice 
as Yanks blank Nationals 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Didi Gregorius was pleased after 
ending a long power outage with a pair of home 
runs. Bryce Harper felt relieved after escaping se¬ 
rious injury when twice hit by a pitch. 

CC Sabathia was just surprised, not realizing why 
the crowd gave him a prolonged ovation in the fourth 
inning of a superb outing. 

Playing a team with a winning record for the first 
time this month, the New York Yankees beat the 
Washington Nationals 3-0 Tuesday night for their 
10th win in 12 games. 

In a matchup of division leaders. Harper gave the 
Nationals a scare when he fell to the ground in pain 
after getting hit on the right elbow by a 90 mph pitch 
from Sabathia in the fifth inning. The 2015 NL MVP 
remained in the game but then came out after he 
was hit on the left foot by Dellin Betances’ 89 mph 
slider leading off the eighth. 

“I feel fine. Elbow feels OK, and the big toe just 
hurts a little bit,” Harper said. “I already got an X- 
ray on the toe. I’m fine.” 

Gregorius has had a “That’s Life” season, follow¬ 
ing the song’s lyrics of “You’re riding high in April, 
shot down in May.” 

He hit .327 with 10 homers and 30 RBIs through 
the season’s first full month, slumped to a .151 aver¬ 
age with one homer and five RBIs in May and began 
the night with no homers and one RBI in June. 

“It’s just getting to know myself through that 
slump,” he said. “I’m still not out of it.” 

He drove a hanging curveball from Tanner Roark 
(3-7) into the Yankees bullpen in right-center during 
a two-run second. He sent a fastball into the right- 
field second deck leading off the sixth for his fourth 
multihomer game, third this season. Gregorius has 
hit 11 of his 13 long balls in homer-friendly Yankee 
Stadium. 

“When Didi’s at his best,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone explained, “he’s into the ground — his 
feet really drive into the ground.” 

A big league-best 43-19, New York was coming off 



The Nationals’ Bryce Harper reacts after being 
hit by a pitch from Yankees pitcher CC Sabathia 
during the fifth inning. 

a 7-2 trip. Sabathia (4-1) allowed four hits in 5% in¬ 
nings and lowered his ERA to 3.27. He is 11-0 in 17 
regular-season starts following a Yankees loss since 
the start of the 2017 season. 

Fans applauded at length in the fourth when the 
video board informed fans the strikeout of Michael 
A. Taylor was Sabathia’s 1,500th since joining the 
Yankees for the 2009 season. 


Roundup 

Tigers lose Cabrera for season 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Tigers first baseman Miguel Cabrera, right, slides into first after 
fielding the grounder hit by the Minnesota Twins’ Logan Morrison 
during the third inning of Tuesday’s game in Detroit. Cabrera left the 
game with a ruptured left biceps tendon after batting in the third. 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Miguel Cabrera 
ruptured his left biceps tendon 
Tuesday night, an injury that 
will sideline the Detroit slugger 
for the rest of the season, and the 
Tigers lost 6-4 to the Minnesota 
Twins. 

The two-time AL MVP will 
have surgery this week, the Ti¬ 
gers said. Cabrera, playing his 
12th game since missing 26 with 
a hamstring strain, exited in the 
third inning and underwent an 
MRI during the game. 

Cabrera missed three games 
earlier this season with spasms in 
his left biceps. 

Ehire Adrianza hit his first ca¬ 
reer grand slam to help Minne¬ 
sota rally. 

The Twins trailed 2-1 going 
into the seventh inning, but Ti¬ 
gers starter Blaine Hardy left 
after allowing a leadoff single to 
Eduardo Escobar. 

Louis Coleman (3-1) only threw 
nine strikes in a 23-pitch outing, 
walking two batters to load the 
bases with two outs. Tigers man¬ 
ager Ron Gardenhire brought in 


Warwick Saupold, who went to 
a 3-1 count on Adrianza before 
throwing a fastball that ended up 
in the right-field stands. 

The Tigers made it 5-4 with two 
runs in the seventh. With runners 
on second and third with two 
outs, JaCoby Jones beat out an in¬ 
field single and Escobar’s throw 
sailed past first baseman Logan 
Morrison for Minnesota’s second 
throwing error of the inning. 

Astros 6, Athletics 3: Evan 
Gattis hit a three-run homer and 
drove in five runs, Carlos Correa 
returned from a four-game ab¬ 
sence and homered on the first 
pitch he saw, and visiting Hous¬ 
ton earned its sixth straight win 
by beating Oakland. 

Mariners 6, Angels 3: Mitch 
Haniger and Ryon Healy each 
homered twice as first-place Se¬ 
attle shook off two homers by 
Mike Trout for the second con¬ 
secutive night to beat visiting Los 
Angeles. 

Dodgers 12, Rangers 5: Joe 

Pederson, Max Muncy and Yasiel 
Puig homered off Bartolo Colon, 
sending host Los Angeles past 


Texas. 

Brewers 4, Cubs 0: Chase An¬ 
derson pitched seven innings of 
one-hit ball, and host Milwaukee 
moved back into first in the NL 
Central. 

Red Sox 6, Orioles 4: Home 
runs by Rafael Devers and An¬ 
drew Benintendi helped Eduar¬ 
do Rodriguez (8-1) win his fifth 
straight start, and visiting Boston 
downed Baltimore. 

White Sox 5, Indians 1: Yoan 
Moncada and Yolmer Sanchez 
homered to lead off host Chica¬ 
go’s three-run first, and James 
Shields (2-7) won for the first 
time since opening day. 

Phillies 5, Rockies 4: Aaron 
Nola (8-2) struck out 10 in another 
dominant performance and Scott 
Kingery hit a three-run homer, 
leading host Philadelphia past 
Colorado. 

Braves 8, Mets 2: Ozzie Al- 
bies hit a grand slam and Freddie 
Freeman homered during host 
Atlanta’s six-run sixth inning. 

Diamondbacks 13, Pirates 
8 : Jon Jay, acquired June 6 in a 
trade with Kansas City, got his 


first three hits with his new team, 
including a three-run homer, and 
host Arizona won its fifth game in 
a row with a sloppy victory over 
Pittsburgh. 

Rays 4, Blue Jays 1: Wilson 
Ramos homered, and six relievers 
combined for a five-hitter to lead 
host Tampa Bay past Toronto. 

Marlins 3, Giants 1: Trevor 
Richards (1-3) pitched six effec¬ 
tive innings for his first m^or 


league win, helping host Miami 
top San Francisco. 

Padres 4, Cardinals 2: Eric 
Hosmer homered and visiting 
San Diego carried a perfect game 
into the sixth inning of its 10th 
win in 14 games. 

Reds 5, Royals 1 (10): Joey 
Votto hit a bases-loaded triple for 
host Cincinnati in the 10th inning 
after Billy Hamilton slipped out 
of a rundown. 
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Games are on AFN 

No last-minute deal is needed this time 



Tunisia's coach Nabil Maloul, left, speaks with Yassine Meriah, who drinks water during a friendiy against 
Spain on Saturday in Krasnodar, Russia. Ramadan, the holy month that requires Muslims to fast from 
sunrise to sunset, has posed serious challenges for some of the teams in their buildup to the World Cup. 

Muslims adapt to challenge 
of playing during Ramadan 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — Soccer fans serving with 
the US. military overseas will 
get to watch the World Cup on 
American Forces Network when 
it starts Thursday. 

AFN officials said the network 
will air most of the 64 matches, 
either live or on delay. 

This year, the network spent 
more than two years negotiating 
for rights with the international 
soccer governing body FIFA and 
more than 30 broadcast entities, 
officials said. 

Though soccer is the national 
pastime in many of the countries 
where U.S. troops serve overseas, 
AFN must seek permission for 
broadcast rights to air the games 
overseas every four years. 

In past years, the decision on 
whether AFN would get to air 
the World Cup came down to the 
wire. Four years ago, when Ger- 


By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The World Cup 
is set to start and finish with 
matches at opposite ends of the 
spectrum. 

The lowest-ranked teams at 
the tournament will meet in the 
opener Thursday when Russia 
hosts Saudi Arabia at Luzhniki 
Stadium in Moscow, which is also 
the venue for the July 15 final. 

The No. 70-ranked Russians 
got an automatic spot as tourna¬ 
ment host and the Saudis, at No. 
67, have the lowest ranking of 
the 31 countries that qualified. 
They’re the longest of long shots 
to reach the final. 

The home team will likely need 
to win to have a realistic hope of 
advancing from Group A, and is 
expected to have Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin in the crowd 
for support as it bids to end a win¬ 
less streak of seven games. Only 
one World Cup host nation has 
failed to get past the group stage 
— South Africa in 2010. 

The Saudis lost their last three 
games but remain upbeat at their 
first World Cup appearance in 12 
years. 

Russia’s replacements 

Injuries disrupted Russia’s 
World Cup preparations, with 
forward Alexander Kokorin and 
defenders Georgy Dzhikiya and 
Viktor Vasin sustaining severe 
knee injuries earlier this year. 

That forced coach Stanislav 
Cherchesov into some late shake- 
ups. Expect tinkering with the 
defense. Cherchesov abandoned 
his usual three-man backline 
with wing-backs in favor of a 
four-man defense against Austria 


many won it all, AFN announced 
it received rights to broadcast the 
games from ESPN an hour and 
nine minutes before the kickoff of 
the tournament’s first match. 

A similar situation happened 
in 2010, when AFN secured the 
rights at the last moment. 

“The most frequently asked 
question for more than a month 
was ‘Will the World Cup air?”’ 
AFN broadcast center director 
Catina Barnes said in a statement 
last week. 

AFN will broadcast the match¬ 
es live and delayed, mostly on 
AFN-Sports, AFN-Sports2. Up¬ 
dated schedules will be available 
at http://myafn.net. 

The opening ceremony, fol¬ 
lowed by Russia against Saudi 
Arabia, begins on AFN-Sports2 
at 4 p.m. Central European Time; 
6:30 p.m. in Afghanistan and 11 
p.m. in Japan and Korea. 

svan.jenniferdistripes.com 
Twitter: ©stripesktown 


Group A 

Russia vs. Saudi Arabia 

AFN-Sports2 
5 p.m. Thursday GET 
Midnight Thursday JKT 


last month, but Russia lost 1-0 and 
failed to register a shot on target. 

Vintage 

The average age of players 
on the Russia and Saudi Arabia 
squads is almost 29 — among the 
oldest in the tournament — and 
each boasts a pair of players 
with more than 100 international 
appearances. 

For the Russians, there’s cap¬ 
tain and goalkeeper Igor Akin¬ 
feev with 105 caps, plus the 
38-year-old central defender Ser¬ 
gei Ignashevich (121). 

Osama Hawsawi has played 
135 times for Saudi Arabia, and 
midfielder Taiseer Al-Jassim has 
132 caps. 

Doping shadow 

Russian soccer was embroiled 
in the country’s doping scandal, 
with whistleblower Grigory Rod- 
chenkov claiming his Moscow 
laboratory covered up failed drug 
tests. 

Rodchenkov has said one play¬ 
er benefited from the cover-up, 
but didn’t identify him or specify 
whether the player made Russia’s 
final 23-man World Cup squad. 

Defender Ruslan Kambo- 
lov, who was in the preliminary 
squad, was investigated by FIFA 
over alleged doping, but lawyers 
said FIFA dropped the case. FIFA 
hasn’t confirmed that. 


By Hamza Hendawi 
Associated Press 

GROZNY, Russia — Normally, 
soccer players feigning injury is 
nothing new. This time it is. 

For Tunisia players, their goal¬ 
keeper slumping to the ground 
and causing an extended break in 
play during World Cup warmup 
games was a precious chance to 
drink water and eat food for the 
first time in more than 12 hours. 

Ramadan, the holy month that 
requires Muslims to fast and re¬ 
frain from drinking or eating 
from sunrise to sunset, has posed 
serious challenges for some of 
the teams in their buildup to the 
World Cup in Russia. 

Tunisia had a plan. 

Twice in recent weeks, goal¬ 
keeper Mouez Hassen fell to the 
ground during games, apparently 
exaggerating an injury, to allow 
his teammates to head to the 
sidelines, where backroom staff 
offered water bottles and passed 
out containers holding dates. 

Water and dates are the tradi¬ 
tional Muslim way to break the 
fast during Ramadan. For the 
players, it also allowed them to 
get desperately-needed suste¬ 
nance having not eaten or drank 
the entire day of the game. 

Tunisia needed the break dur¬ 
ing the evening game because the 
day’s fast ended while they were 
playing. So, Hassen had to time 
his ‘injury’ just right — when 
he was certain the sun had gone 
down and the players were al¬ 
lowed to drink and eat again. On 
both occasions in the friendly 
games against Portugal and Tur¬ 
key, sunset came early in the sec¬ 
ond half, leading Hassen to do his 
thing and the Tunisia players to 
seize the chance to refuel. 

Tunisia is not the only World 
Cup team affected by Ramadan. 
All five of Africa’s qualifiers — 
Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Senegal 
and Nigeria — have Muslim play¬ 
ers, as do Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
who are also in the World Cup. 


Two of the highest profile play¬ 
ers from Africa — Mohamed 
Salah of Egypt and Liverpool 
teammate Sadio Mane of Senegal 
— are Muslims. 

Ramadan is “a very big chal¬ 
lenge and it’s complicated,” Egypt 
team doctor Mohamed Abouelela 
told The Associated Press in an 
interview. 

And it’s not just warmup 
games, but training and general 
preparations. 

“We have to change every¬ 
thing, sleeping patterns and the 
number of meals (players eat) 
since we will just have a six- or 
seven-hour window during which 
we must have a good training 
(session) and at least two meals,” 
Abouelela said. 

Ramadan started in mid-May, 
meaning it affected teams for a 
month before the World Cup. It’s 
due to end Thursday evening, the 
same day the World Cup kicks 
off with Russia vs. Saudi Arabia. 
Egypt and Morocco both play 
their first games on Friday. 

“We will have a very big prob¬ 
lem of adaptation because we 
will be playing the first day 
after fasting [for a month],” said 
Abouelela. 

Muslims who cannot fast for a 
good reason, like sickness, trav¬ 
eling, or pregnancy can make up 
for the days they broke their fast 
after Ramadan. 

In the case of sports, athletes 
are sometimes exempted from 
fasting on game days or during 
tournaments. But while many of 
Tunisia’s players appear to be ob¬ 
serving the Ramadan fast given 
their apparent plan in warmup 
games, and Egyptian players also 
seem to be, it’s unclear whether 
other players and teams are. 

The subject of whether a soc¬ 
cer player should break his fast 
for the sake of a match or prepa¬ 
rations for a tournament is often 
very sensitive and up to the indi¬ 
vidual and no one else. 

Salah’s Liverpool coach Juer- 
gen Klopp was asked ahead of 


the Champions League final last 
month whether his star winger 
was fasting. Klopp declined to 
answer. 

“Fasting is something that’s 
between the player and God,” 
Abouelela said. “What we do is 
that we tell the players how it 
would be like if they fast, but we 
don’t offer a recommendation ei¬ 
ther way.” 

Tunisia coach Nabil Maaloul 
told the AP in an interview: “We 
cannot interfere.” 

While teams and coaches do 
not dictate what their players 
do, it’s clear the situation is ex¬ 
tremely difficult when preparing 
professionals for the biggest tour¬ 
nament they’ll play in. 

“Everyone knows that high- 
level football isn’t compatible 
with Ramadan,” said Senegal 
coach Aliou Cisse, who is Mus¬ 
lim and whose Muslim players 
include star forward Mane. “I am 
responsible for the health of these 
players.” 

While Cisse also wouldn’t com¬ 
ment in detail when asked about 
Ramadan and if his Muslim 
players were fasting, Senegalese 
media reported that their players 
had agreed not to fast. 

Egypt’s well-traveled coach, 
Argentine Hector Cuper, assured 
fans that the Egyptian Football 
Association had hired nutrition 
experts to monitor the players’ 
physical condition during Rama¬ 
dan and come up with ways to off¬ 
set fast-related side effects. 

“The national squad players 
have a great deal of expertise 
practicing and playing games 
while fasting,” Egypt midfielder 
Tareq Hamed said. 

But one Egypt player outlined 
the difficulties. 

“When you are fasting, you can¬ 
not run after the first 30 minutes 
and you also run out of breath,” 
said the player, who spoke to the 
AP on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause of the sensitivity of the sub¬ 
ject. “After a while, I feel that my 
legs cannot carry me.” 


Lowly-ranked Saudis, 
Russians kick off Cup 
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WORLD CUP 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Former Spanish soccer star Fernando Hierro will take over the national team during the World Cup. 

He is replacing Julen Lopetegui, who was fired Wednesday after accepting the Real Madrid job. 

Spain fires coach 2 days 
before its opening match 



AP 


Spain's coach Julen Lopetegui shouts during a friendly against 
Tunisia on June 9 in Krasnodar, Russia. Spain opens its World Cup 
schedule on Friday against Portugal. 


North America 
to host in 2026 


With only two days to go be¬ 
fore Spain’s opening match at the 
World Cup, Julen Lopetegui was 
fired as national team coach be¬ 
cause he accepted a job to lead 
Real Madrid next season. 

Spanish soccer federation pres¬ 
ident Luis Rubiales, who made 
the announcement on Wednesday 
in Krasnodar, Russia, later said 
Fernando Hierro would replace 
Lopetegui as coach for Spain’s 
match against Portugal in Sochi 
on Friday. 

The 50-year-old Hierro, a for¬ 
mer national team player and 
Real Madrid captain, had been 
acting as the federation’s sports 
director and was already in Rus¬ 
sia with the national team. 

Rubiales said firing Lopetegui 
wasn’t the best solution but it was 
needed after the federation was 
caught by surprise by Real Ma¬ 
drid’s announcement. 

“The federation cannot be left 
out of a negotiation by one of its 
workers and be informed five 
minutes before the press re¬ 
lease,” Rubiales said. “We have 
been compelled to act.” 

Rubiales, who took over as 
president last month, said Lop¬ 
etegui betrayed the federation’s 
values and it was the only deci¬ 
sion he could make. 

“It’s a difficult situation, but we 
are not the ones who determined 
the action that had to be taken. 
The federation has its values and 
it has to maintain them,” Rubiales 
said. “It may look like a weakness 
now, but with time this will make 
us stronger.” 

Lopetegui did not attend the 
news conference but was expect¬ 


ed to talk to the media later. 

“We have to work on a series of 
decisions that come just two days 
before the opener,” Rubiales said. 
“There’s a lot to do.” 

Hierro spent most of his career 
as a defender for Real Madrid 
and finished his playing days with 
English club Bolton in 2005. He 
played in four World Cups with 
Spain, from 1990 to 2002, and in 
two European Championships, 
1996 and 2000. 

Hierro was Carlo Ancelotti’s 
assistant at Real Madrid after 
Zinedine Zidane left the post in 
2014. 

He coached second-division 
club Real Oviedo two seasons 
ago and was Malaga’s general 
manager after leaving his sports 
director position with the Spanish 
federation in 2011. 


After Madrid’s announcement 
that it hired Lopetegui, critics 
immediately began questioning 
some of the coach’s decisions with 
the national team, including his 
choice to leave some Barcelona 
players such as Sergi Roberto out 
of the World Cup squad. There 
were also questions about how 
Lopetegui would be able to fully 
focus on the national team while 
also having to discuss off-season 
signings for his new club. 

There are six Madrid players 
on Spain’s World Cup team. 

Lopetegui’s name had not been 
mentioned by Spanish media 
among the probable candidates 
for the Madrid job, which opened 
up after Zidane unexpectedly quit. 
Last month, Lopetegui agreed to 
extend his contract with the na¬ 
tional team through 2020. 


By Rob Harris 
AND Graham Dunbar 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — North America 
will host the 2026 World Cup 
after FIFA voters overwhelm¬ 
ingly opted Wednesday for the 
financial and logistical certainty 
of a United States-led bid over a 
risky Moroccan proposal for the 
first 48-team tournament. 

The soccer showpiece will re¬ 
turn to the US. for the first time 
since 1994 after gaining 134 
votes, while Morocco got 65 at the 
FIFA Congress in Moscow, where 
the 2018 tournament starts on 
Thursday. 

“Thank you for entrusting us 
with this privilege,” US. Soc¬ 
cer Federation President Carlos 
Cordeiro told the congress. “The 
beautiful game transcends bor¬ 
ders and cultures.” 

US. President Donald Trump 
tweeted after the victory: “Con¬ 
gratulations, - a great deal ofhard 
work!” 

While Trump has been feuding 
with Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau over tariffs and 
policy after the G-7 meeting and 
with Mexican leaders about his 
proposed border wall, the heads 
of state are not heavily involved 
in this World Cup bid. Even if 
Trump wins re-election, his pres¬ 
idency would end before the 2026 
World Cup. 

The vote by national football 
federations was public, in con¬ 
trast to secrecy surrounding the 
2010 vote when FIFA’s elected 
board members picked Russia to 
host in 2018 and Qatar in 2022, 
defeating the US. 

The regional bid proved more 
appealing this time and the North 
Americans even collected 11 
votes from Africa. 

“The United bid was strong and 
if it was just the United States, I 
think Morocco would have beat¬ 
en them,” said Cameroon federa¬ 


tion official Kevin Njomo, whose 
country voted for Morocco. “Peo¬ 
ple have a soft spot for Mexico, 
especially looking at Mexico as 
a little bit under-developed and 
giving them a chance. Canada is 
a good tourist destination. 

“But I think where it had the ad¬ 
vantage was the World Cup would 
be more profitable in America 
and it is a capitalist world.” 

North America is optimistical¬ 
ly promising to deliver $14 billion 
in revenue helped, while the tour¬ 
nament won’t require major con¬ 
struction work required on the 
16 planned stadiums, all of which 
already exist. 

The US. proposed staging 60 
out of the 80 games in 2026, when 
16 teams will be added to the 
tournament, leaving Canada and 
Mexico with ten fixtures each. 
But FIFA President Gianni Infan¬ 
tine suggested the split of games 
could change. 

Morocco appeared too hazard¬ 
ous as a potential host when all 14 
venues had to be built or renovat¬ 
ed as part of a $16 billion invest¬ 
ment in new infrastructure. The 
vote leaves Morocco reeling from 
a fifth failure in a World Cup 
hosting vote, with the continent’s 
sole tournament coming in 2010 
in South Africa. 

The 87,000-capacity MetLife 
Stadium outside New York — 
home of the NFL’s Giants and 
Jets — is proposed for the final. 
It’s just miles from where fed¬ 
eral prosecutors spearheaded an 
ongoing investigation into FIFA 
corruption. More than 40 soccer 
officials and businesses indicted, 
convicted or pleaded guilty. 

The bribery scandal put the 
governing body on the brink. In¬ 
fantine told the congress ahead of 
Wednesday’s vote. 

The North American victory 
suggests current FIFA lead¬ 
ers don’t hold grudges against a 
country whose government has 
jailed corrupt sports leaders. 



Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 


Delegates of Canada, Mexico and the United States celebrate 
with FIFA President Gianni Infantine, right, after winning a joint 
bid to host the 2026 World Cup at the FIFA congress Wednesday 
in Moscow. From left are Victor Montagliani, the president of 
CONCACAF, Decio de Maria, president of the Football Association 
of Mexico, Carlos Cordeiro, U.S. soccer president, and Steve Reed, 
president of the Canadian Soccer Association (covered by Infantine). 
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Ernie Els hits out of the 
rough onto the third green 
during a practice round 
for the U.S. Open Golf 
Championship Tuesday 
at Shinnecock Hills in 
Southampton, N.Y 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

SOUTHAMPTON, N.Y. — Such is 
the stature of century-old Shinnecock 
Hills that it seems everyone can’t wait 
for the U.S. Open. 

“Shinnecock looks epic,” Russell 
Knox said after he qualified. 

Phil Mickelson has been critical at 
times for how the USGA prepares a 
golf course for what it calls the “ulti¬ 
mate test.” He was runner-up at Shin¬ 
necock Hills in 2004, when only three 
players broke par on the weekend, none 
on Sunday. Asked if it was unfair, Mick¬ 
elson said that day, “I played some of 
the best golf of my life and still couldn’t 
shoot par. So you tell me.” 

He has been back to the Long Island 
gem twice in recent weeks and was 
raving about it. 

“I think it’s the greatest setup I’ve 
ever seen in a U.S. Open,” he said. 

No one is more excited about a return 


to Shinnecock Hills than the USGA, 
which has tradition on its side for the 
118th U.S. Open championship. As 
much as it tries to present the ultimate 
test, lately it has seemed more like a 
trivia quiz. 

Twice in the last three years, the 
U.S. Open has gone to golf courses 
barely a decade old — Chambers Bay 
in the Pacific Northwest and Erin Hills 
in the heart of Wisconsin’s pastureland 
— that featured wide fairways and the 
wrong kind of weather. 

It reached a point where Jack Nick- 
laus, whose name is on the gold medal 
awarded the winner, feared the U.S. 
Open was losing its identity. For him, 
that identity was narrow fairways, 
thick rough and hard, fast greens. 

“Take me with a grain of salt,” Nick- 
laus said. “You’re partial to what you 
grew up with. All the (four) Opens I 
won were set up that way.” 

Shinnecock should at least look like 
a traditional U.S. Open, even if it will 


be different from the last time it was 
there in 2004. For starters, the course 
has added 10 new tees that have length¬ 
ened it by 450 yards. Most of the ad¬ 
ditional tees have been moved back at 
angles, instead of straight back, to try 
to restore the shot values that architect 
William Flynn had in mind. 

The fairways were widened in a ren¬ 
ovation project just over five years ago. 
Then in a response to the swing-for- 
the-fences style that wide-open Erin 
Hills allowed, the USGA had 200,000 
square feet of turf removed from the 
sides of the fairways and replaced it 
with fescue. 

“The U.S. Open really is, we con¬ 
sider, golf’s ultimate test and accuracy 
needed to play a bigger role in that,” 
said Mike Davis, the USGA’s chief 
executive. 

Fairways that were an average of 26 
yards wide for 2004 were widened to 
about 65 yards under the renovation, 
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